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Avraham and David
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14 And David said unto Gad: ’'I am in a great strait; let us fall now
into the hand of the LORD; for His mercies are great; and let me
not fall into the hand of man.’

15 So the LORD sent a pestilence upon Israel from the morning even to the time appointed;
and there died of the people from Dan even to Beer-sheba seventy thousand men.

16 And when the angel stretched out his hand toward Jerusalem to destroy it, the LORD
repented Him of the evil, and said to the angel that destroyed the people: ‘It is enough; now
stay thy hand.” And the angel of the LORD was by the threshing-floor of Araunah the
Jebusite. {S}

17 And David spoke unto the LORD when he saw the angel that smote the people, and said:
'Lo, I have sinned, and I have done iniquitously; but these sheep, what have they done? let
Thy hand, I pray Thee, be against me, and against my father’s house.” { P}

18 And Gad came that day to David, and said unto him: 'Go up,
rear an altar unto the LORD in the threshing-floor of Araunah the
Jebusite.’

19 And David went up according to the saying of Gad, as the
LORD commanded.

20 And Araunah looked forth, and saw the king and his servants
coming on toward him; and Araunah went out, and bowed down
before the king with his face to the ground.

21 And Araunah said: '"Wherefore is my lord the king come to his
servant?” And David said: 'To buy the threshing-floor of thee, to
build an altar unto the LORD, that the plague may be stayed from
the people.’

22 And Araunah said unto David: 'Let my lord the king take and
offer up what seemeth good unto him; behold the oxen for the
burnt-offering, and the threshing-instruments and the furniture of
the oxen for the wood.’

23 All this did Araunah the king give unto the king. {S} And
Araunah said unto the king: 'The LORD thy God accept thee.’

24 And the king said unto Araunah: 'Nay; but I will verily buy it
of thee at a price; neither will I offer burnt-offerings unto the
LORD my God which cost me nothing.” So David bought the
threshing-floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver.

25 And David built there an altar unto the LORD, and offered
burnt-offerings and peace-offerings. So the LORD was entreated
for the land, and the plague was stayed from Israel.
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II. Avraham vs. Shaul
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20 Then Saul fell straightway his full length upon the earth, and was
sore afraid, because of the words of Samuel; and there was no
strength in him; for he had eaten no bread all the day, nor all the
night.

21 And the woman came unto Saul, and saw that he was sore
affrighted, and said unto him: ‘Behold, thy handmaid hath
hearkened unto thy voice, and I have put my life in my hand, and
have hearkened unto thy words which thou spokest unto me.

22 Now therefore, I pray thee, hearken thou also unto the voice of
thy handmaid, and let me set a morsel of bread before thee; and eat,
that thou mayest have strength, when thou goest on thy way.’

23 But he refused, and said: 'I will not eat.” But his servants,
together with the woman, urged him; and he hearkened unto their
voice. So he arose from the earth, and sat upon the bed.

24 And the woman had a fatted calf in the house; and she made
haste, and killed it; and she took flour, and kneaded it, and did bake
unleavened bread thereof;

25 and she brought it before Saul, and before his servants; and they
did eat. Then they rose up, and went away that night.
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Contrasts Between Avraham and Shaul
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