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Don't Get All Red in the Face

Effie Klein
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Genesis 25:29-30

(29) Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the open,
famished. (30) And Esau said to Jacob, “Give me some of that red stuff to
gulp down, for I am famished”—which is why he was named Edom.
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Rashi on Genesis 25:30:2

(2) 7 o7 o787 7 FROM THIS RED, EVEN THIS RED THING —red
lentils. On that day Abraham had died in order that he might not see his
grandson Esau falling into degenerate ways. This would not have been the
“good old age” (cf. 25:8) which God had promised him; therefore the Holy
One, blessed be He, cut his life short by five years — for Isaac lived 180
years and he only one hundred and seventy five. Jacob was boiling lentils to
provide the customary first meal for the immediate mourners. Why should
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lentils be the mourner’s food? Because they are round like a wheel and
mourning (sorrow) is a wheel that revolves in the world (it touches everyone
sooner or later as a revolving wheel touches every spot in turn) (Bava Batra
16b). And a further reason is: just as lentils have no mouth — (the word
mouth 779 is used in Hebrew of a serrated edge) — so, too, mourners have no
mouth (appear dumb), for speech (greeting others) is forbidden to them. For
this reason, also, it is customary to give eggs to a mourner as his first meal,
because they are round and have no mouth (serrated edge) and similarly a
mourner has no mouth (may not greet others), just as we say in Moed Katan
21b. “A mourner during the first three days (of the week of mourning) may
not respond to the greeting of any person — it follows, of course, that he may
not be the first to greet anyone — and from the third to the seventh day he
may respond to a greeting but may not be the first to offer a greeting etc.”
From “And a further reason” is to be found in an old Rashi text.
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Beit HaLevi on Torah, Toldot 5
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Shabbat 155b:3

MISHNA: One may not forcibly overfeed a camel on Shabbat and one
may not force-feed it, even if in doing so he does not overfeed the camel.
However, one may place food into its mouth. And the mishna makes a
distinction, which will be explained in the Gemara, between two manners of
placing food in the mouths of cattle. One may not place food in the mouths
of calves on Shabbat in the manner of hamra’a, but one may do so in the
manner of halata. And one may force-feed chickens. And one may add
water to bran used as animal feed, but one may not knead the mixture.
And one may not place water before bees or before doves in a dove-cote,
because they are capable of finding their own food; however, one may place
water before geese and chickens and before hardisian [hardeisiyyot|
doves.
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Chizkuni, Genesis 25:30

(1) 217877 21787 11 “from this reddish looking stuff.” Every time we encounter
the adjective “red,” it always appears to be repeated. The author quotes as
examples: PP , 077X in Leviticus 13,19 and 49 .(Rash’bam). When
someone requests something urgently, he is always in the habit of repeating
the key words in such a request. Esau, on that occasion, was extremely in
need of food and drink.
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Kli Yakar on Genesis 25:30
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Shabbat 134a:14

And Abaye said that my mother told me: If a baby is red, that is because
the blood has not yet been absorbed in him. In that case, let them wait
until his blood is absorbed and then circumcise him. Likewise, if a baby is
pale and his blood has not yet entered him, let them wait until his blood
enters him and then circumcise him.
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Darashos HaRan 2:36

(36) And this explanation is forthcoming in the words of our sages of blessed
memory (Bava Bathra 16b) to the effect that on that day Abraham had died
and Jacob was cooking a lentil dish for the mourner's meal. Esau, it seems,
was not present at Abraham's demise at all, his eye had shed no tear for his
death, and his heart had not broken over Isaac's mourning, but he related to
them heartlessly and shamefully and pursued his frivolities in the field. Even
when he chanced to come home and found Jacob busy preparing the
mourner's dish for his father, he did not sit down, as was the custom, to nod
his head in woe and to console, but he shouted out in the manner of the
carousers (Genesis 25:30): "Pour me some of this red, red stuff!" That is, I'll
open my mouth, and you pour it down! (as Rashi explains). And when Jacob
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saw him thus abhorrently demeaning his fathers, he was extremely pained
that Isaac's honor should be more deeply stamped upon Esau than it was upon
himself. For the respect due the elder son by the younger derives from the
father's image being more deeply stamped and impressed upon the former in
point of his being "the first of his strength." For this reason the younger
brother is required to honor the elder, as our sages have explained (Kethuvoth
103a). But if Esau demeaned his fathers, how could their honor be more
deeply impressed upon him than upon Jacob! For this reason, Jacob, seeing
the evil of his ways, said to him: Because I consider my fathers the crown of
my glory, and because (49)"As this day" I relate to them more deeply than
you do (Genesis 25:31): "Sell as this day your birthright to me." That s, let
our relationship to our father in the days to come be as it is this day. For it is
not right that you walk around all day with the stench of your field and I
follow in the footsteps of our father, and yet, whenever you feel like it, you
vaunt yourself, saying that our father's name is more deeply impressed upon
you than upon me.
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Shemot Rabbah 1:26

(26) "And the child (Moses) grew" - Twenty four months she nursed him, and
you say "and the child grew"?! Rather he grew, not in the way of the [rest]
land. “And she brought him to the daughter of Pharaoh...” The daughter of
Pharaoh would kiss and hug and adore him (Moses) as if he were her own
son, and she would not take him out of the king’s palace. And because
[Moses] was so beautiful, everyone yearned to see him. One that would see
him would not leave his presence. And it was that Pharaoh would kiss him
(Moses) and hug him, and he would remove Pharaoh’s crown and place it on
his own head, as he would do to him in the future when he was great. And
just as the Holy One Blessed is He said to Hiram (Ezekiel 28:18), “...1 have
brought fire from within you, it will consume you...”, similarly the daughter
of Pharaoh raised the one who would punish her father in the future. And
even the anointed king, that is destined to punish Edom, sits among them in
their [own] province, as it says (Isaiah 27:10) *“...there shall the calf (the
Messiah) graze and there lie down and destroy its branches.” And some of
the observers sitting among them were the magicians of Egypt that said, “We
are wary of this, that he is taking your crown and placing it on his head, that
he not be the one we say (i.e. prophesy) that will take the kingship from you.”
Some said to kill him, and some said to burn him. And Jethro was sitting
among them and said to them, “This child has no intent [to take the throne].
Rather, test him by bringing in a bowl [a piece of] gold and a coal. If he
outstretches his hand towards the gold, [surely] he has intent [to take the
throne], and you should kill him. And if he outstretches his hand towards the
coal, he [surely] does not have intent [to take the throne], and he does not
deserve the death penalty.” They immediately brought the bowl before him
(Moses), and he outstretched his hand to take the gold, and Gabriel came and
pushed his (Moses’) hand, and he grabbed the coal. He then brought his hand
along with the coal into his mouth and burned his tongue, and from this was
made (Exodus 4:10) “slow of speech and slow of tongue.” “And she called
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his name ‘Moshe’” — From here you can learn about the merit of those that
perform acts of kindness. Even though Moses had many names, the only
name that was set throughout the Torah, was the name that Bathyah daughter
of Pharaoh called him. Even the Holy One Blessed is He did not call him by
another name.
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