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Learning When You Least Expect It

Effie Klein
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Siddur Ashkenaz, Weekday, Maariv, Amidah, Thanksgiving
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Berakhot 29a:6-7

The Gemara asks: And does he not become wicked? Didn’t we learn in a
mishna: Do not be sure of yourself until the day you die, as Yohanan the
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High Priest served in the High Priesthood for eighty years and ultimately
became a Sadducee. Even one who is outstanding in his righteousness can
become a heretic.

Abaye responded: He is Yannai he is Yohanan. In other words, from its
inception, the entire Hasmonean dynasty had the same positive attitude
toward the Sadducees, and there was no distinction between Yohanan
Hyrcanus and Alexander Yannai. Yohanan the High Priest had Sadducee
leanings from the outset. Rava said: Yannai is distinct and Yohanan is
distinct. They did not share the same position in this regard. Yannai was
wicked from the outset and Yohanan was righteous from the outset. If so,
it works out well according to Abaye’s opinion; however, according to
Rava’s opinion, it is difficult. How could Yohanan, a righteous individual,
have changed and turned wicked?
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Pirkei Avot 2:4

(4) He was accustomed to say: Make His [God's] will like your will, so that
He will make your will like His will. Nullify your will to His will, so that He
will nullify the will of others to your will. Hillel says: Do not separate
yourself from the community. Do not believe in yourself until the day of your
death. Do not judge your fellow until you come to his place. Do not say
something that cannot be heard, for in the end it will be heard. Do not say,
"When I will be available I will study [Torah]," lest you never become
available.
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Rabbeinu Yonah on Pirkei Avot 2:4:7

(7) Do not believe in yourself until the day of your death: This is learned
out to be both about piety and about faith - that even though you have been
fitted with a faithful and proper spirit, you should not be righteous in your
(own) eyes. And you should not say, "How many days have I not done any
iniquity - I have defeated my impulse and I am able [to overcome] it - it is
beaten, already 'broken, and we have escaped' and it cannot divert [me] from
the straight path." But it is an enemy and seeks to ambush you when it finds
you sometimes involved in your work and not studying and not thinking
about words of the living God - it will then dance in front of you and speak to
your heart to divert you to 'roam in the earth and to walk' in a path 'that no
good man has trodden or sat there." And maybe it can [thus overcome you]
and your soul will be taken in its hand. And so 'guard yourself and guard your
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soul much,' and do not distance its fear from you, and 'act with your wisdom'
if you are a wise man to always place your eyes and your heart upon its ways,
until it not be able to come close to you all the days of your life. And about
this 1s it said, "Do not believe in yourself until the day of your death." Also
concerning the matter of faith is this thing said, that you not study from the
heretics - and not even true things - as their damage is dangerous, lest the
sinners seduce you and you desire their words - as they pull in the heart.
"And do not believe in yourself until the day of your death," to say, "I will
listen to them." And if you might say, "I will accept the good and the bad |
will not accept"; you should not rely upon your intellect, as Rabbi Meir [did]
in his studying in front of Elisha the Other, the heretic. [This] is found in
Tractate Chagigah 15b - they said about him metaphorically, "he found a
pomegranate, he ate the inside, he threw out the peel. [However,] not all
people are the same. As you find Yochanan the High Priest who served in
the High Priesthood (seventy) [eighty] years, and in the end became a
Sadducee (Berakhot 29a). As there is a very big punishment for even
listening to them [speaking] words of Torah; and as we say (Avodah Zarah
16b) about that sage that was delivered to the heretics; and they said to him,
"Maybe you heard heresy and it gave you pleasure, etc."

"X V7D N
TR X 21197 730°1 72130 RO X

Yoma 29a:5

The Gemara asks: But isn’t there the miracle of Hanukkah, which was
performed many years later? The Gemara answers: It is true that additional
miracles were performed after the miracle of Purim; however, it is with
regard to miracles for which permission was granted to write them in the
Bible that we are saying that the miracle of Purim was the last one.
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Deuteronomy 17:11

(11) You shall act in accordance with the instructions given you and the
ruling handed down to you; you must not deviate from the verdict that they
announce to you either to the right or to the left.
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Pirkei Avot 4:1

(1) Ben Zoma says: Who is the wise one? He who learns from all men, as it
says, "l have acquired understanding from all my teachers" (Psalms 119:99).
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