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Two Halves of a Complete Simcha

Effie Klein
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Exodus 23:14-18

(14) Three times a year you shall hold a festival for Me:

(15) You shall observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread—eating unleavened
bread for seven days as I have commanded you—at the set time in the month
of Abib, for in it you went forth from Egypt; and none shall appear before Me
empty-handed;

(16) and the Feast of the Harvest, of the first fruits of your work, of what you
sow in the field; and the Feast of Ingathering at the end of the year, when you
gather in the results of your work from the field.

(17) Three times a year all your males shall appear before the Sovereign, the
LORD.

(18) You shall not offer the blood of My sacrifice with anything leavened;
and the fat of My festal offering shall not be left lying until morning.
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Megillah 32a:17-18

§ The mishna states: The verse “And Moses declared to the children of
Israel the appointed seasons of the Lord” (Leviticus 23:44) indicates that
part of the mitzva of the Festivals is that they should read the portion
relating to them, each one in its appointed time. The Sages taught in a
baraita: Moses enacted for the Jewish people that they should make
halakhic inquiries and expound upon the matter of the day. They should
occupy themselves with the halakhot of Passover on Passover, with the
halakhot of Shavuot on Shavuot, and with the halakhot of Sukkot on
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Sukkot.
May we return to you chapter “The people of the city” and this is the
completion of Tractate Megillah.
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Megillah 23a:6

On a Festival, one is slow to arrive at the synagogue because one is busy
preparing for the festive meal, and one is quick to leave in order to eat
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Pesachim 68b:8-10

For it was taught in a baraita that these two tanna’im disagreed about this
matter: Rabbi Eliezer says: A person has nothing but to choose on a
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Festival; he either eats and drinks or sits and learns the entire day, but
there is no specific mitzva to eat on the Festival. Rabbi Yehoshua, on the
other hand, says: Divide the day, half of it for eating and drinking and half
of it for the study hall, for he holds that eating and drinking are obligatory
on the Festival.

And Rabbi Yohanan said: And both of them derived their opinions from
one verse, i.e., the two of them addressed the same textual difficulty,
resolving it in different ways. For one verse says: “It shall be an assembly
for the Lord your God; you shall do no labor” (Deuteronomy 16:8), which
indicates that the day is set aside for Divine service, and another verse says:
“It shall be an assembly for you; you shall do no servile labor” (Numbers
29:35), which indicates a celebratory assembly for the Jewish people. Rabbi
Eliezer holds that the two verses should be understood as offering a choice:
The day is to be either entirely for God or entirely for you. And Rabbi
Yehoshua holds that it is possible to fulfill both verses: Split the day into
two, half of it for God and half of it for you.

Ayin, beit, mem is a mnemonic consisting of the first letter of Atzeret, the
middle letter of Shabbat and the final letter of Purim. Rabbi Elazar said: All
agree with regard to Atzeret, the holiday of Shavuot, that we require that it
be also “for you,” meaning that it is a mitzva to eat, drink, and rejoice on
that day. What is the reason? It is the day on which the Torah was given,
and one must celebrate the fact that the Torah was given to the Jewish people.
Rabba said: All agree with regard to Shabbat that we require that it be
also “for you.” What is the reason? Because the verse states: “If you
proclaim Shabbat a delight, the sacred day of God honored” (Isaiah 58:13).
Rav Yosef said: All agree with regard to Purim that we require that it be
also “for you.” What is the reason? Because it is written: “To observe
them as days of feasting and gladness” (Esther 9:22).
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Sukkah 9a:1

MISHNA: With regard to an old sukka, Beit Shammai deem it unfit for
the mitzva of sukka and Beit Hillel deem it fit. And which is considered an
old sukka? It is any booth that one established thirty days or more prior to
the Festival without expressly designating that it was for the mitzva of sukka.
In that case, the assumption is that he constructed it for some other purpose.
However, if he established it expressly for the sake of the festival of
Sukkot, even if he constructed it at the beginning of the previous year, it is
fit for use in the fulfillment of the mitzva of sukka, even according to Beit
Shammai.
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Rashi on Sukkah 9a:1:2
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Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayim 529:1
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Mishnah Berurah 529:1
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Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayim 529:3
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Mishnah Berurah 529:20
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Beit HaLevi on Torah, Mishpatim 1
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Sefer HaChinukh 298:3

(3) It is from the roots of the commandment that it is so that the great
miracles that God, may He be blessed, did for them and for their forefathers
be remembered, and that they speak about them and inform their children and
the children of their children about them. As with the rest from the business
of the world, they will be free to be involved with this. As if they were
permitted work - and even light work - each and every one would turn to his
business. And the honor of the festival would be forgotten from 'the mouths
of babes'; also from the mouths of adults. And there are also many [other]
benefits to its rest: As all the people gather in the synagogues and study halls
to listen to the words of the book, and the heads of the people guide them and
teach them knowledge. And [it is] similar to that which they, may their
memory be blessed, said (Megillah 32a), "Moshe ordained for Israel that they
should expound the laws of Pesach on Pesach and the Laws of [Shavuot] on
[Shavuot and the laws of the Holiday (Sukkot) on the Holiday].
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