From Bugs to Blasphemy: How to Not
Be Like the Egyptians

Effie Klein
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Leviticus 11:45

(45) For I the LORD am He who brought you up from the land of Egypt to be
your God: you shall be holy, for I am holy.
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Rashi on Leviticus 11:45

(1) 0onX 772uni 71 71X °2 FOR I AM THE LORD THAT BRINGETH YOU

UP [OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT] — On condition that you should
accept My commandments did I bring you up (Sifra, Shemini, Chapter 12 4).
Another explanation of: FOR I AM THE LORD THAT BRINGETH YOU
UP — In all other places it is written, “I brought (you) forth”, and here it is
written “that bringeth (you) up” — in reference to this it was taught in the
school of R. Ishmael: If I had brought up Israel from Egypt only to effect this
one thing — that they do not defile themselves by reptiles as do the other
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peoples, that should be sufficient for them (Bava Metzia 61b), and it should
be regarded by them as an elevation for themselves — this is what is implied
in the expression used here: 77un (I raised you above the people of the land

of Egypt).
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Bava Metzia 61b:8-11

The Gemara relates: Ravina happened to come to Sura on the Euphrates.
Rav Hanina of Sura on the Euphrates said to Ravina: Why do I need the
mention of the exodus from Egypt that the Merciful One wrote in the
context of creeping animals: “Do not make yourselves detestable with all
the creeping animals that swarm...for I am the Lord Who brings you up from
the land of Egypt” (Leviticus 11:43-45)? Ravina said to him: The Holy
One, Blessed be He, said: I am He Who distinguished in Egypt between
the drop of seed that became a firstborn and the drop of seed that did not
become a firstborn, and I killed only the firstborn. I am also He Who is
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destined to exact punishment from one who intermingles the innards of
non-kosher fish with the innards of kosher fish and sells them to a Jew,
who is unable to distinguish between them.

Rav Hanina said to him: I was not asking about the very mention of the
exodus. Rather, I was asking about the term “Who brings you up”
mentioned in that verse; that is what is difficult for me. What is different
here, that the Merciful One wrote: “Who brings you up from the land of
Egypt,” as opposed to the other three instances cited by Rava where the
exodus is mentioned in the context of mitzvot and prohibitions, where it is
written: “Who brought you out”?

Ravina said to him: It is to teach as it was taught in the school of Rabbi
Yishmael. As it was taught in the school of Rabbi Yishmael: The Holy
One, Blessed be He, said: Had I brought the Jewish people up from
Egypt only for this matter, so that they would not become impure by
consuming creeping animals, it would be sufficient for Me, as observance
of this mitzva elevates their spiritual stature.

Rav Hanina said to him: And is the reward for abstaining from consuming
creeping animals greater than the reward for observing the halakhot with
regard to interest and ritual fringes and weights? Let the Merciful One
write: Who brings you up, in the context of those mitzvot as well. Ravina
said to him: Even though their reward is not greater, it is more repulsive
for Jews to eat creeping animals. Avoiding those animals brings them up, in
the sense that it is praiseworthy and enhances the transcendent nature of the
Jews.
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Makkot 23b:3

Rabbi Hananya ben Akashya says: The Holy One, Blessed be He, sought
to confer merit upon the Jewish people; therefore, He increased for them
Torah and mitzvot, as each mitzva increases merit, as it is stated: “It
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pleased the Lord for the sake of His righteousness to make the Torah
great and glorious” (Isaiah 42:21). God sought to make the Torah great and
glorious by means of the proliferation of mitzvot.
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Gittin 46b:18-47a:3

The Gemara relates: A certain man sold himself to gladiators [luda’ei]. He
came before Rabbi Ami and said to him:

Redeem me. Rabbi Ami said to him: We learned in a mishna: With regard
to one who sells himself and his children as slaves to gentiles, he is not
redeemed. However, his children are redeemed due to the harm of
becoming assimilated among the gentiles, and all the more so here, where
there is a concern that leaving him in bondage may lead to his death, he
should be redeemed.

The Sages said to Rabbi Ami: This man is a Jewish apostate, as they saw
him when he was eating unslaughtered animal carcasses and animals with
a wound that will cause them to die within twelve months [tereifot]. He
said to them: Say that he was eating them due to his appetite, not because
he is an apostate, but because he was overcome by temptation.

They said to him: But there are times when there are permitted and
forbidden foods before him, and he sets aside the permitted food and eats
the forbidden food, indicating that it is not temptation alone that causes him
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to transgress. Once he heard this, Rabbi Ami said to that man: Go, because
they do not allow me to redeem you.
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Shabbat 88a:5

The Gemara cites additional homiletic interpretations on the topic of the
revelation at Sinai. The Torah says, “And Moses brought forth the people out
of the camp to meet God; and they stood at the lowermost part of the
mount” (Exodus 19:17). Rabbi Avdimi bar Hama bar Hasa said: the
Jewish people actually stood beneath the mountain, and the verse teaches
that the Holy One, Blessed be He, overturned the mountain above the
Jews like a tub, and said to them: If you accept the Torah, excellent, and
if not, there will be your burial. Rav Aha bar Ya’akov said: From here
there is a substantial caveat to the obligation to fulfill the Torah. The
Jewish people can claim that they were coerced into accepting the Torah, and
it is therefore not binding. Rava said: Even so, they again accepted it
willingly in the time of Ahasuerus, as it is written: “The Jews ordained,
and took upon them, and upon their seed, and upon all such as joined
themselves unto them” (Esther 9:27), and he taught: The Jews ordained
what they had already taken upon themselves through coercion at Sinai.
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