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Intention vs. Expression

Effie Klein
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Leviticus 10:1-2

(1) Now Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu each took his fire pan, put fire in it,
and laid incense on it; and they offered before the LORD alien fire, which He
had not enjoined upon them.

(2) And fire came forth from the LORD and consumed them; thus they died
at the instance of the LORD.

‘XX N0 120

DU NIX DXY PIXY 2000 X" IRY 12 7 K (K) (x)
091012721 12 10 0°RPINT YU MWRm NIYD 10 PX vy N
NN PR 1ing Pu ooRRing oornad PU, NiTinG CWIK)

173 03237 M2 7R DY T WK 1200 NIIYYNn 722 PHUnEY
727 7903 Ui 12N WK MY NIXD U2TXD OP0 DT

TRIR] Y 1277 RPN KD NI 0°RuD DG YRU MY 03,0
NI LI BPX A P2X X710 DX ik Aot b

H AR |

AXPRT W0 ,000 DWwYRa DTIRYN W YK 921,07% 173 inyul


https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.10.1-2
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.10.1-2
https://www.sefaria.org/Sefer_Kuzari.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Sefer_Kuzari.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Sefer_Kuzari.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Sefer_Kuzari.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Sefer_Kuzari.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Sefer_Kuzari.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.10.1-2
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.10.1-2
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.10.1-2
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.10.1-2
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.10.1-2
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.10.1-2
https://www.sefaria.org/profile/effie-klein1

19 0731, "8 AP Arun %7 90n" 10 iR 0972 PHX K3

, D IP27R 27 DY X177 7793 TP00 NINTT NINXT 24 P02 i
CYTP 20 D2y Wl MAWDIY 1R 1207 Ni1gun i)
DITRXK — AP D°2WRim 1991 KD DT 07270 2027 TR
WY 92X X7127 2¥X % 0312 72 niona ana 1on X WK
PXY/ X717 PYX Y730 1pynd Wpa? 0ivga 1K) 1y e
Jnanyg bu Inx Aioin

Sefer Kuzari 1:1

(1) Introduction: I WAS asked to state what arguments and replies I could
bring to bear against the attacks of philosophers and followers of other
religions, and also against [Jewish] sectarians who attacked the rest of Israel.
This reminded me of something I had once heard concerning the arguments
of a Rabbi who sojourned with the King of the Khazars. The latter, as we
know from historical records, became a convert to Judaism about four
hundred years ago. To him came a dream, and it appeared as if an angel
addressed him, saying: "Thy way of thinking is indeed pleasing to the Creator,
but not thy way of acting.' Yet he was so zealous in the performance of the
Khazar religion, that he devoted himself with a perfect heart to the service of
the temple and sacrifices. Notwithstanding this devotion, the angel came
again at night and repeated: "Thy way of thinking is pleasing to God, but not
thy way of acting.' This caused him to ponder over the different beliefs and
religions, and finally become a convert to Judaism together with many other
Khazars. As I found among the arguments of the Rabbi, many which
appealed to me, and were in harmony with my own opinions, I resolved to
write them down exactly as they had been spoken. When the King of Khazar
(as is related) dreamt that his way of thinking was agreeable to God, but not
his way of acting, and was commanded in the same dream to seek the God-
pleasing work, he inquired of a philosopher concerning his religious
persuasion.
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Rashi on Leviticus 10:2

(1) wx xxm AND THERE WENT OUT FIRE — Rabbi Eleizer said: the

sons of Aaron died only because they gave decisions on religious matters in
the presence of their teacher, Moses (Sifra, Shemini, Mechilta dMiluim 2 32;
Eruvin 63a). Rabbi Ishmael said: they died because they entered the
Sanctuary intoxicated by wine. You may know that this is so, because after
their death he admonished those who survived that they should not enter
when intoxicated by wine (vv. 8—9). A parable! It may be compared to a
king who had a bosom friend, etc., as is to be found in Leviticus Rabbah
12:1, 4 (cf. Biur).
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Eruvin 63a:14-19

Rava said: With regard to one who issues a halakhic ruling in his teacher’s
location without the intention of preventing someone from violating a
prohibition, the following distinction applies: In the teacher’s actual
presence, the disciple is prohibited to issue such a ruling, and if he does so,
he is liable to receive the death penalty at the hand of Heaven. However,
when he is not in his actual presence, the disciple is still prohibited to issue
the ruling, but he is not liable to receive the death penalty.

The Gemara asks: Is the disciple not liable to receive the death penalty if he
issues his ruling not in the teacher’s presence? But wasn’t it taught
otherwise in a baraita: Rabbi Eliezer says: The sons of Aaron died only
because they issued a halakhic ruling before Moses, their teacher? What
did they expound in support of their conclusion that they must bring fire
inside as opposed to waiting for fire to come down from the heavens? It is
stated in the Torah: “And the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire on the
altar, and lay the wood in order on the fire” (Leviticus 1:7), which led them
to say: Although fire descends from Heaven, it is nonetheless a mitzva to
bring ordinary fire. Although they derived this from the verses, they were
punished for ruling in the presence of their teacher.

It was further related that Rabbi Eliezer had a certain disciple who issued a
halakhic ruling in his presence. Rabbi Eliezer said to his wife, Imma
Shalom: I will be surprised if this one completes his year, i.e., if he lives
until the end of the year. And so it was, he did not complete his year.

His wife said to him: Are you a prophet? He said to her: I am not a
prophet, nor the son of a prophet, but I have received the following
tradition: Anyone who issues a halakhic ruling in his teacher’s presence is
liable to receive the death penalty.

And Rabba bar bar Hana said that Rabbi Yohanan said: That disciple
was named Yehuda ben Gurya, and he was three parasangs away from
Rabbi Eliezer. Apparently, one is liable for the death penalty even if he did
not issue his ruling in his teacher’s presence.

The Gemara answers: In fact, the incident took place in the actual presence
of the teacher, which is why the disciple was punished. The distance
mentioned refers to the distance between the student’s usual place and the
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teacher. The Gemara expresses surprise: But didn’t Rabba bar bar Hana say
that he was three parasangs away from his teacher? That implies that this
was his distance from his teacher at the time of the ruling. The Gemara
answers: And, according to your reasoning, that the details of the story
must relate to the time of the ruling, why mention his name and his father’s
name? Rather, the details were given so that you should not say it was a
parable. That is also the reason why he provided the details concerning the
student’s usual place. This does not contradict the fact that Yehuda ben
Gurya issued his ruling in the actual presence of his teacher.
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Shulchan Arukh, Yoreh De'ah 242:4
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Berakhot 31b:20-22

Additionally, Hannah’s emphasis in speaking to Eli, “for this youth I
prayed” (I Samuel 1:27), indicates that she came to protect him from danger.
As Rabbi Elazar said: Samuel was one who taught halakha in the
presence of his teacher. Hannah wanted to pray that he not be punished by
death at the hand of Heaven for his transgression, as it is stated: “And they
slaughtered the cow and they brought the youth to Eli” (I Samuel 1:25).
This verse is puzzling. Because they slaughtered the cow, therefore, they
brought the youth to Eli? What does one have to do with the next?

Rather, this is what happened: Eli said to those who brought the offering:
Call a priest; he will come and slaughter the offering. Samuel saw them
looking for a priest to slaughter the animal. He said to them: Why do you
need to look for a priest to slaughter it? Slaughter of an offering performed
by a non-priest is valid. They brought him before Eli to clarify his
statement. Eli said to him: How do you know this? Samuel said to him: Is
it written in the Torah: And the priest shall slaughter indicating that the
offering may only be slaughtered by a priest? It is written: “And the priests
shall offer,” only from the stage of receiving the blood in the bowls and
onward is it a mitzva incumbent upon priests alone. From here the halakha
that slaughter by a non-priest is acceptable is derived.

Eli said to Samuel: You have spoken well and your statement is correct, but
nevertheless, you are one who issued a halakhic ruling in the presence of
your teacher, and anyone who issues a halakhic ruling in the presence of
his teacher, even if the particular halakha is correct, is liable for death at
the hand of Heaven for showing contempt for his teacher. Hannah came and
shouted before him: “I am the woman who stood here with you to pray to
the Lord;” do not punish the child who was born of my prayers. He said to
her: Let me punish him, and I will pray for mercy, that the Holy One,
Blessed be He, will grant you a son who will be greater than this one. She
said to him: “For this youth I prayed” and I want no other.
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Rashi on Leviticus 1:5:1

(1) 1707 .a2pm... unw1 AND HE SHALL SLAUGHTER ... AND THE

PRIESTS SHALL OFFER [THE BLOOD] — All the rites from “receiving
the blood in a vessel” (which is implied in 12°7771) and onwards are the duty
of the priesthood. This teaches about the slaughtering that it is valid even if

performed by a layman (Sifra, Vayikra Dibbura d'Nedavah, Section 4 2;
Zevachim 32a).
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Zevachim 32a:5

And the Gemara raises a contradiction from what was taught in the
halakhic midrash Torat Kohanim: The verse states with regard to a burnt
offering: “And he shall slaughter the bull before the Lord” (Leviticus 1:5).
The fact that the verse does not stipulate that a priest must slaughter the
offering teaches that slaughter is valid if performed by a non-priest, as
stated in the mishna: As the sacrificial rite of slaughter is valid when
performed by non-priests, by women, by Canaanite slaves, and by ritually
impure individuals, and even with regard to offerings of the most sacred
order. Or perhaps the term “and he shall slaughter” in the verse is referring
only to slaughter by priests?
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I Samuel 1:27

(27) It was this boy I prayed for; and the LORD has granted me what I asked
of Him.
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Shabbat 89b:5

And furthermore, how much did they actually sin? How long is a
person’s life? Seventy years. Subtract the first twenty years of his life. One
is not punished for sins committed then, as in heavenly matters, a person is
only punished from age twenty.
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Rashi on Shabbat 89b:5:1
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Numbers 14:29

(29) In this very wilderness shall your carcasses drop. Of all of you who were
recorded in your various lists from the age of twenty years up, you who have
muttered against Me,
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Leviticus 1:7

(7) The sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire on the altar and lay out wood
upon the fire;
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