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Genesis 14:23

(23) I will not take so much as a thread or a sandal strap of what is yours; you
shall not say, ‘It is I who made Abram rich.’
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Rashi on Genesis 14:23:3

(3) ' mxn X711 SO THAT THOU SHOULDST NOT SAY etc. — For the
Holy One, blessed be He, has promised to give me riches, as it is said,
(Genesis 12:2) “And I will bless thee” (see Rashi on this passage, where the
blessing is explained to consist in [INN “wealth”).
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Gur Aryeh on Bereishit 14:23:3
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Bereishit Rabbah 43:9
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Numbers 15:39-41

(39) That shall be your fringe; look at it and recall all the commandments of
the LORD and observe them, so that you do not follow your heart and eyes in
your lustful urge.

(40) Thus you shall be reminded to observe all My commandments and to be
holy to your God.

(41) I the LORD am your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt to
be your God: I, the LORD your God.
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Exodus 25:8
(8) And let them make Me a sanctuary that [ may dwell among them.
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Midrash Tanchuma, Nasso 16

(1) (Numb. 7:1), “So it came to pass on the day that Moses had finished.”
Rav says, “Every place where it is stated, ‘So it came to pass (wayehi),” [is
referring to] something new”’; but R. Simeon says, “Every place where it
says, ‘So it came to pass (wayehi)’ [is referring to] something which existed,
has ceased [to exist] for a long time, and has returned to be as it was.”’Numb.
R. 12:6; PR 5:7. This text is related (to Cant. 5:1), “When I come to my
garden, my sister bride.”” R. Samuel bar Nahman said, “When the Holy
One, blessed be He, created the world, He longed to have an abode below
just as He had on high.”'Cf. PR 5:5; PRK 1:1; Numb. R. 13:2. Having
created Adam, He commanded and said to him (in Gen. 2:16-17), ‘You
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may freely eat of any tree in the garden; But as for the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, you may not eat of it.” Then he transgressed
against his commandment.”’Tanh., Exod. 11:6. The Holy One, blessed be
He, said this to him, ‘This is what I longed for, that just as I have a
dwelling on high, I would likewise have one below. Now when I have
given you one command, you have not kept it. Inmediately the Holy
One, blessed be He, removed His Divine Presence [up] to the first
firmament. Where is it shown? Where it is stated (in Gen. 3:8), “Then they
heard the voice of the Lord God moving about in the garden.” [Now when
they transgressed His commandment, He had [only] removed His divine
presence to the first firmament.] [When] Cain arose and killed Abel, He
immediately removed His Divine Presence from the first firmament to the
second firmament.... The Holy One, blessed be He, said, ‘I created seven
firmaments, and up to now there are wicked ones [still] arising upon [the
world].” What did He do? He folded away all the generations of the wicked
and raised up our father Abraham. When our father Abraham arose and
performed good works, the Holy One, blessed be He, immediately descended
from the seventh firmament to the sixth. [When] Isaac arose and stretched out
his neck upon the altar, He descended from the sixth firmament to the fifth....
[When] Moses arose, he brought down [the Divine Presence] to earth, as
stated (in Exod 19:20), ‘And the Lord came down onto Mount Sinai.”” And
[so] it is written (in Cant. 5:1), “When I come to my garden, my sister bride.”
When? When the Tabernacle was set up.
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Mishnah Middot 3:1

(1) The altar was thirty-two cubits by thirty-two. It rose a cubit and went in a
cubit, and this formed the foundation, leaving thirty cubits by thirty. It then
rose five cubits and went in one cubit, and this formed the surround, leaving
twenty-eight cubits by twenty-eight. The horns extended a cubit in each
direction, thus leaving twenty-six by twenty-six. A cubit on every side was
allowed for the priests to go round, thus leaving twenty-four by twenty-four
as the place for the wood pile [for the altar fire]. Rabbi Yose said: Originally,
the complete area [occupied by the altar] was only twenty-eight cubits by
twenty-eight, and it rose with the dimensions mentioned until the space left
for the altar pile was only twenty by twenty. When, however, the children of
the exile returned, they added four cubits on the north, and four on the west
like a gamma, since it is said: “Now the hearth shall be twelve cubits long by
twelve broad, square” (Ezekiel 43:16). Is it possible that it was only twelve
cubits by twelve? When it says, “With four equal sides” (ibid), this shows
that he was measuring from the middle, twelve cubits in every direction. A
line of red paint ran round it in the middle to divide between the upper
and the lower blood. The foundation ran the whole length of the north and
of the west sides, and it took up one cubit on the south and one on the east.
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Joshua 2:18

(18) [unless,] when we invade the country, you tie this length of crimson cord
to the window through which you let us down. Bring your father, your
mother, your brothers, and all your family together in your house;
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Song of Songs 4:3

(3) Your lips are like a crimson thread, Your mouth is lovely. Your brow
behind your veil [Gleams] like a pomegranate split open.
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Rashi on Song of Songs 4:3:1

(1) Like a scarlet thread are your lips. Beautiful to promise and to keep
their promise, as the spies did to Rachav Hazonah. They said to her, “[you
shall bind] this line of scarlet thread, etc.,”?°Alternatively, your lips were thin
and red as a scarlet thread, a sign of beauty in a woman. (Metzudas Dovid)
and they kept their promise.?' Yechezkeil 33:30.
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Ecclesiastes 4:12

(12) Also, if one attacks, two can stand up to him. A threefold cord is not
readily broken!
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Menachot 43b:12

Rabbi Eliezer ben Ya’akov says: Anyone who has phylacteries on his
head, phylacteries on his arm, ritual fringes on his garment, and a
mezuza on his doorway is strengthened from all sides so that he will not
sin, as it is stated in the verse: “And a threefold cord is not quickly
broken” (Ecclesiastes 4:12). This is interpreted as an allusion to the three
mitzvot of phylacteries, ritual fringes, and mezuza. And the verse states:
“The angel of the Lord encamps round about them that fear Him, and
delivers them” (Psalms 34:8). This is interpreted to mean that the angel of
the Lord surrounds those who fulfill the mitzvot and saves them from sin.
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Sukkah 52a:3-4

The Gemara asks: Granted, according to the one who said that the lament
is for Messiah ben Yosef who was Kkilled, this would be the meaning of that
which is written in that context: “And they shall look unto Me because
they have thrust him through; and they shall mourn for him, as one
mourns for his only son” (Zechariah 12:10). However, according to the
one who said that the eulogy is for the evil inclination that was killed, does
one need to conduct a eulogy for this? On the contrary, one should conduct
a celebration. Why, then, did they cry?

The Gemara answers: This can be understood as Rabbi Yehuda taught: In
the future, at the end of days, God will bring the evil inclination and
slaughter it in the presence of the righteous and in the presence of the
wicked. For the righteous the evil inclination appears to them as a high
mountain, and for the wicked it appears to them as a mere strand of hair.
These weep and those weep. The righteous weep and say: How were we
able to overcome so high a mountain? And the wicked weep and say:
How were we unable to overcome this strand of hair? And even the Holy
One, Blessed be He, will wonder with them, as it is stated with regard to
the eulogy: “‘So says the Lord of hosts: If it be wondrous in the eyes of the
remnant of this people in those days, it should also be wondrous in My
eyes’ (Zechariah 8:6).
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Yoma 66b:20-67a:2

MISHNA: People from among the prominent residents of Jerusalem
would escort the one leading the goat until they reached the first booth.
Booths were set up along the path to the wilderness to provide the escort a
place to rest. There were ten booths from Jerusalem to the cliff,

with a distance of ninety ris between them. As there are seven and a half ris
for each mil, the total distance was twelve mil. At each and every booth,
people there say to him: Here is food; here is water, if you need it. And
they escort him from booth to booth, except for the last person at the last
booth, who does not reach the cliff with him. Rather, he stands from a
distance and observes his actions to ensure that he fulfills the mitzva
properly.

What did the one designated to dispatch the goat do there? He divided a
strip of crimson into two parts, half of the strip tied to the rock, and half
of it tied between the two horns of the goat. And he pushed the goat
backward, and it rolls and descends. And it would not reach halfway
down the mountain until it was torn limb from limb. The one designated
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to dispatch the goat came and sat under the roofing of last booth until it
grows dark and only then went home. And from what point are the
garments of the man rendered impure, as it is stated that he is impure and
his clothes requires immersion? From the moment he emerges outside the
wall of Jerusalem. Rabbi Shimon says: His clothes are rendered impure
only from the moment that he pushes the goat from the cliff.
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Yoma 68b:7-9

MISHNA: They said to the High Priest: The goat has reached the
wilderness. And how did they know in the Temple that the goat reached
the wilderness? They would build platforms [dirkaot] all along the way
and people would stand on them and wave scarves [sudarin] to signal when
the goat arrived. And therefore they knew that the goat reached the
wilderness.

Rabbi Yehuda said: Why did they need these platforms? Didn’t they
already have a reliable indicator? From Jerusalem to Beit Hiddudo, the
edge of the wilderness, where the mitzva of dispatching the goat was
performed, was a distance of three mil. Since the nobles of Jerusalem
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walked a mil to escort the dispatcher and returned a mil, and waited the
time equivalent to the time it takes to walk a mil, they knew that the goat
reached the wilderness. There was no need for the platforms.

Rabbi Yishmael says: Didn’t they have a different indicator? There was
a strip of crimson tied to the entrance to the Sanctuary, and when the
goat reached the wilderness and the mitzva was fulfilled the strip would
turn white, as it is stated: ‘“Though your sins be as scarlet, they will
become white as snow”’ (Isaiah 1:18).
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