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Seclusion, Service, and Sacrifice

Effie Klein
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Shabbat 55a:12

And Reish Lakish said: The letter tav is the last letter of the seal of the
Holy One, Blessed be He, as Rabbi Hanina said: The seal of the Holy
One, Blessed be He, is truth [emet], which ends with the letter tav. Rabbi
Shmuel bar Nahmani said: The letter tav teaches that these are people who
observed the entire Torah from alef through tav.
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Bereishit Rabbah 81:2
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Rashi on Shabbat 55a:12:1
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The seal of the Holy One of Blessing is Truth - the middle one of the letters
[of the Hebrew alphabet], and the first and the last, which indicates "I am
first, and I am last, and I am all that there 1s" (cf. Isaiah 44:6 and Isaiah
48:12)
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Ramban on Leviticus 1:9

(1) ...Since the deeds of people are determined by thought, speech and action,
God, may He be blessed, commanded that when he sins, he brings a sacrifice
and place his hands upon him corresponding to the deed, and confess with his
mouth corresponding to the speech, and burn the innards and the kidneys, as
they are the instruments of thought and desire. And the limbs [of the
sacrifice] correspond to the hands and feet of a person that does all of his
work. And he sprinkles the blood on the altar corresponding to the blood of
his soul, so that a person think in doing all of this that he sinned to God with
his body and his soul, and it is fit for him that his blood be spilled and his
body burnt; were it not for the kindness of the Creator, who took an exchange
and ransom from him [in] the sacrifice - that its blood be instead of his blood
and its soul be instead of his soul. And the central limbs correspond to his
central limbs. And the portions with which to sustain the teachers of Torah
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[are so] that they will pray for him. And the daily sacrifice is because there is
no saving the community from always sinning...
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