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Nurtural, Natural, and Supernatural
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Megillah 17a:1-8

Why were the years of Ishmael mentioned in the Torah? For what purpose
were we told the life span of that wicked man? In order to reckon through
them the years of Jacob. As it is written: “And these are the years of the
life of Ishmael, a hundred and thirty-seven years” (Genesis 25:17). How
much older was Ishmael than Isaac? Fourteen years. As it is written:
“And Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to
Abram” (Genesis 16:16). And it is written: “And Abraham was a
hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him” (Genesis 21:5).
And it is written with regard to Jacob and Esau: “And Isaac was sixty
years old when she bore them” (Genesis 25:26). Based on these verses,
how old was Ishmael when Jacob was born? Seventy-four. How many of
his years remained then until his death? Sixty-three, as Ishmael died at the
age of a hundred and thirty-seven.

And it was taught in a baraita: Jacob our father was sixty-three years old
at the time he was blessed by his father, and at that same time Ishmael
died. How is it known that these two events occurred at the same time? As it
is written: “When Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob...then Esau
went to Ishmael and took for a wife Mahalath, the daughter of Ishmael,
Abraham’s son, the sister of Nebaioth” (Genesis 28:6-9). From the fact
that it is stated: “the daughter of Ishmael,” do I not know that she was
the sister of Nebaioth? For what purpose then does the verse say this
explicitly? This teaches that Ishmael betrothed her to Esau and in the
meantime he died, and Nebaioth her brother married her off. Therefore,
special mention is made of Nebaioth. Consequently, it is understood that
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Jacob was sixty-three years old when he received his blessing and left his
father’s house.

If we calculate these sixty-three years and the fourteen until Joseph was
born, this means that Jacob should have been seventy-seven at the time of
Joseph’s birth. And it is written: “And Joseph was thirty years old when
he stood before Pharaoh” (Genesis 41:46). This indicates that Jacob should
have then been at least a hundred and seven years old when Joseph was
thirty. Add the seven years of plenty and the two of famine, and this would
then indicate that Jacob should have been a hundred and sixteen years old
when he arrived in Egypt in the second year of the famine.

But it is written: “And Pharaoh said to Jacob, How many are the days of
the years of your life? And Jacob said to Pharaoh, The days of the years
of my sojournings are a hundred and thirty years” (Genesis 47:8-9).
Jacob indicated that he was a hundred and thirty-three when he arrived in
Egypt, which is different from the hundred and sixteen years calculated
previously. Where are the missing fourteen years from Jacob’s lifetime?
Rather, learn from here that the fourteen years that Jacob spent in the house
of Eber are not counted here. As it is taught in a baraita: Jacob was
studying in the house of Eber for fourteen years while in hiding from his
brother Esau. If we were to calculate the life spans recorded in the Torah, we
would find that Eber died when Jacob was seventy-nine years old, two years
after Jacob our father went down to Aram-naharaim, to the house of
Laban. When Jacob left after completing his studying there, he then went
immediately to Aram-naharaim. Therefore, when Jacob stood at the well
upon his arrival in Aram-naharaim, he was seventy-seven years old.

And from where do we derive that Jacob was not punished for the fourteen
years that he was in the house of Eber, during which time he failed to fulfill
the mitzva of honoring one’s parents? As it is taught in a baraita: It turns
out that Joseph was away from his father for twenty-two years, just as
Jacob our father was away from his own father for that same period of
time. According to the previous calculation, however, the baraita is difficult,
as Jacob was absent for thirty-six years. Rather, conclude from here that the
fourteen years that he was in the house of Eber are not counted, as he was
not punished for them.

The Gemara raises an objection: But ultimately, Jacob was in Laban’s
house for only twenty years. Why, then, is he faulted for being away from
his father for twenty-two years? Rather, he was punished because on his



journey back from Aram-naharaim he tarried another two years before
returning home to his parents, as it is taught in a baraita: Jacob left Aram-
naharaim and came to Sukkot, and spent eighteen months there, as it is
stated: “And Jacob journeyed to Sukkot, built himself a house, and made
booths [sukkot] for his cattle” (Genesis 33:17). The Gemara understands
this verse to mean that first he made booths [Sukkot], to live in during the
summer, and then he built a house in the winter, and afterward he again made
booths [sukkot] during the next summer, indicating that he must have been
there for eighteen months. He then was in Bethel for six months, and he
brought offerings, totaling two years in all. In this way, all the various
calculations of years are reconciled.

May we return to you Chapter “The Megillah is Read”
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Sotah 2a:8-9

Rav Shmuel bar Rav Yitzhak says: When Reish Lakish would introduce
his discussion of the Torah passage of sota he would say this: Heaven
matches a woman to a man only according to his actions, as it is stated:
“For the rod of wickedness shall not rest upon the lot of the righteous”
(Psalms 125:3), indicating that if one has a wicked wife it is due to his own
evil conduct. Rabba bar bar Hana says that Rabbi Yohanan says: And it
is as difficult to match a couple together as was the splitting of the Red
Sea, as it is stated in a verse that speaks of the exodus from Egypt: “God
makes the solitary individuals dwell in a house; He brings out prisoners
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into prosperity [bakosharot]” (Psalms 68:7). God takes single individuals
and causes them to dwell in a house by properly matching a man to a woman.
This is similar to the exodus from Egypt, which culminated in the splitting of
the Red Sea, where He released prisoners into prosperity.

The Gemara asks: Is that so that a man is matched to a woman according to
his actions? But Rav Yehuda says that Rav says: Forty days before an
embryo is formed a Divine Voice issues forth and says: The daughter of
so-and-so is destined to marry so-and-so; such and such a house is destined
to be inhabited by so-and-so; such and such a field is destined to be farmed
by so-and-so. This clearly states that these matters, including marriage, are
decreed for a person even before he 1s formed. The Gemara answers: This is
not difficult. This statement that Rav Yehuda says in the name of Rav is
with regard to a first match [zivug], while this statement of Rabba bar bar
Hana in the name of Rabbi Yohanan is with regard to a second match. A
first match is decreed in heaven; a second match is according to one’s
actions.
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Arukh HaShulchan, Orach Chaim 426:8
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Ramban on Exodus 13:16

(1) And for frontlets (totafof) between your eyes: This word does not have
a known family (meaning etymologically it has no relation to any other
word), but the masters of language (linguists) have thought to relate it to the
expression, "and speak (hatef) to the South" (Ezekiel 21:2), "and my word
would drip (zitof) upon them" (Job 29:22) - which is a borrowed [usage] from
"and from the mountains will drip (vehitifu) sweet wine" (Amos 9:13). [The
verse 1s] saying that you should make the leaving of Egypt on your arm a sign
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and between your eyes a speech, that it should drip like dew upon its
listeners. But our rabbis call something that is placed on one's head totafot,
like they said (Shabbat 57a), "not with totafot and not with sanbutin." And
Rabbi Abahu said (Shabbat 57a), "Which is totafot? [That which] surrounds
from ear to ear." And they are the real masters of language, as they speak it
and know it, and from them it is fitting to accept [their explanation]. And the
verse says totafot (in the plural), and not fotefet (in the singular) because they
are [made up of] many compartments, as we have received [this tradition]
about their form from our holy forefathers, who saw the prophets and the
early ones making [them] like this all the way until Moshe, our teacher. And
behold, the principle of this commandment is that we should place the
written word of leaving Egypt on our arm and head, which correspond to the
heart and the head that are the dwelling places of thought. And behold, we
write the 'Kadesh' section (Exodus 13:1-10) and 'Vehaya ki yeviekha'
(Exodus 13:11-17) in the totafot, because of this commandment that we have
been commanded about them, to make the leaving of Egypt fofafot between
your eyes. And in the 'Shema' section (Deuteronomy 6:4-9) and 'Vehaya eem
shemoa', (Deuteronomy 11:13-22), we are commanded that we also make the
commandments fotafot, as it is written (Deuteronomy 6:6), "And these words
which I command you today shall be on your hearts and they will be totafot
between your eyes." And therefore we write these two sections in the fotafot,
which are the commandment of unifying [God] and the memory of all of the
commandments and their punishments and rewards and all of the basis for
faith. And it stated about the one of the arm, "and it shall be a sign upon your
arm, and they expounded upon it (Menachot 36b), "It is [on] the left [arm]
towards which the heart veers." And according to the true path, that which
the verse stated, "Because of this, did God do for me," is just like, "this is my
God and I will adorn Him" (Exodus 15:2), to say that because of His name
and His honor, did He do this for us and took us out of Egypt. "And this will
be a sign" upon the forearm of your strength is like the explanation of "You
are the glory of their strength" (Psalms 89:18). And behold, the sign is like
the sign of circumcision and Shabbat. And because all is included in its
general rule, our forefathers copied the sign on the hand from Moshe - from
the mouth of the All powerful - that it be one compartment, as is the matter
that the verse stated (Song of Songs 5:1), "my sister (achoti), my bride
(kallah)," because it unifies (mitachedet) and is composed (kelullah) of
thirty-two paths; and it is written (Song of Songs 2:6), "And his left is under



my head." And it states, "and for a memory between your eyes," that he
should place them on the place of memory between the eyes which is the
beginning of the brain. And that is the beginning point of memory and where
forms are stored after they separate from being in front of him. And the
expression, "between your eyes," is that it be in the middle of the head and
not to one side; or since there are [found] the roots of the eyes, and from there
is seeing. And so [too] (Deuteronomy 14:1), "do not place a baldness
between your eyes for the dead." And to explain this, it went back and stated,
"and for totafot," to elucidate that the commandment is not between the eyes
below, but [rather] at the top of the head are they placed, like totafot. And it
states a plural expression, as there are many compartments, as we have
received [in our tradition]. And now I will tell you a general rule about the
explanation of many commandments. Behold, from the time of there being
idolatry in the world - from the days of Enosh - the opinions about faith
started to blur. Some of them deny the fundamental principle and say that the
world is prior [to God's creation] and 'they rejected God and say, "It is not
Him."" And some reject His knowledge of particulars - 'And they say, "How
can He know, and 1s there knowledge to the most High?"' And some of them
concede His knowledge but reject His oversight, and 'they make man to be
like the fish of the sea,' that God not supervise them and there not be
punishments and reward with them at all - they say, "'The Lord has
abandoned the Earth."" And when God favors a certain community or
individual and does a wonder for them by changing the custom of the world
and its nature, the nullification of these opinions becomes clear to everyone.
As the amazing wonder teaches that there is a God in the world who
innovated it, and knows and supervises and is able [to do whatever He
wants]. And when this wonder is first proclaimed by the mouth of a prophet,
the truth of prophecy also becomes clear from it - that God speaks with man
and reveals His secret to His servants, the prophets. And with this, all of the
Torah is established. And therefore the verse states about the wonders
(Exodus 8:18), "so that you will know that I am the Lord in the midst of the
Earth," to teach about [His] supervision, that He did not leave it to
happenstance, as per their opinion. And it stated (Exodus 9:29), "so that you
will know that to the Lord is the Earth," to teach about [His] innovation [of
the Earth] - since they are His, as He created them from nothing. And it stated
(Exodus 9:14), "in order that you will know that there is none like Me in the
whole Earth," to teach about His ability, that He is the Decider about



everything - there is no one that stops Him. As the Egyptians rejected or were
in doubt about all of this. If so, the great signs and wonders were trustworthy
witnesses about faith in the Creator and about the entire Torah. And since the
Holy One, blessed be He, will not do a sign and wonder in each generation in
front of the eyes of each evildoer or heretic, He commanded us that we
should always make a memorial and a sign to that which our eyes saw. And
we should copy this thing for our children, and their children for their
children, and their children for the last generation. And [the Torah] was very
strict about this, such that it made one liable for cutting off, for eating of
chamets (Exodus 12:15), and for leaving the Pesach sacrifice (Numbers
9:13). And it required that we write all that was shown to us of signs and
wonders upon our arms and upon our eyes, and also to write them at the
entrances to houses in mezuzot. And [it required] that we mention it with our
mouths, in the morning and in the evening, as the sages said (Berakhot 21a),
"[The blessing that mentions the leaving of Egypt and begins,] 'true and solid'
is [an obligation from] the Torah," from that which is written (Deuteronomy
16:3), "in order that you remember the day of your leaving the land of Egypt
all the days of your life." And [it required] that we make a Sukkah booth
every year. And so [too], many commandments in memory of the leaving of
Egypt, are similar to these. And all of it is to be a testimony for us for all of
the generations about the wonders, that they not be forgotten; and that there
not be an opening for the heretic to speak and reject faith in God. As one who
buys a mezuzah for one zuz and affixes it to his entrance and has intent for its
matter, has already conceded to [God's] innovation [of the Earth] and to the
knowledge of the Creator and His supervision, and also to prophecy. And
[such a person] believes in all of the outlines of the Torah, besides conceding
that the kindness of the Creator to those who do His will is very great - as He
took us out of Egypt, from that slavery to freedom and great honor in the
merit of their forefathers that desired to fear His name. And therefore they
said (Avot 2:1), "Be careful with a light commandment as with a weighty
one," since they are all very desirable and beloved - as through them a person
concedes to his God all the time. And the intention of all the
commandments is that we believe in our God and concede to Him that He is
our Creator. And that is the intention of provenance, as we have no other
explanation for the first provenance - and the highest God only desires the
lower beings, so that man should know and concede to his God that He
created him. And the intention of raising of the voice in prayer and the



intention of synagogues and the merit of communal prayer is that there be a
place for people to gather and concede to God that He created them and
makes them exist, and to publicize this and to say in front of Him, "We are
Your creatures." And this is the intention of what they said, may their
memory be blessed (Yerushalmi Taanit 2:5), "'And they called to God with
strength' (Jonah 3:8) - from here you learn that prayer requires [an audible]
voice; the brazen is victorious over the timid (See Arukh's entry on chatzaf).
And from the great public miracles, a person can [also] concede to hidden
miracles, which constitute the foundation of the entire Torah. As a person
does not have a share in the Torah of Moshe, our teacher, until we believe
that all of the things and events we [encounter] are all miracles [and] there is
no nature or custom of the world with them, whether with regard to the many
or to the individual. But rather, if one does the commandments, his reward
will bring him success and if the transgresses them, his punishment will cut
him off - everything is the decree of the Most High, as I have already
mentioned (Ramban on Genesis 17:1, and Exodus 6:2). And hidden miracles
regarding the many become publicized when they come from the objectives
of the Torah in [the form] of the blessings and the curses, as the verse stated
(Deuteronomy 29:23-24), "All the nations will say, "Why did the Lord do thus
to this land?'[...] They will say, 'Because they forsook the covenant of the
Lord, God of their fathers," such that it will be publicized to all of the nations
that it is from the Lord, as their punishment. And regarding the fulfillment [of
the commandments], it states (Deuteronomy 28:10), "And all of the peoples
of the land will see that the name of the Lord is called upon you and they will
fear from you."" And I will explain this more with God's help (Ramban on
Leviticus 26:11).
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