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Rabbi Chizkiyah Di Silva -Born 1656, died 1695. He was born in Livorno in 1656 and moved to Jerusalem
at the age of twenty, where he learned with Rabbi Moshe Galenti and with his great students, the authors
of "Mikra'ei Kodesh" and "Batei Kehunah". He passed away before he reached the age of forty.
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Rabbi Levi ben Chabib (Chaviv) , also known as Maharalbach, was born in Semora, Spain, ca. 1483. In
1492 he emigrated to Portugal, where he and his father (R. Jacob, author of Ein Yaakov, a work on the
aggadah in the Talmud) were apparently baptized by force. Later he escaped with his father and settled in
Salonika, where he was educated and later served in the rabbinate. He moved to Israel and became the
chief rabbi of Jerusalem. He vigorously opposed Mahari Berab's attempt to reestablish the Sanhedrin,
arguing, inter alia, that only Jerusalem could serve as the spiritual center of world Jewry. Berab's attempt
failed, largely due to Maharalbach's opposition. Maharalbach was an important halachic authority. He
died in 1545.
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