Exempting Oneself from Mitzvot
Rabbi Jonathan Ziring: jziring@migdalhatorah.org

What is the problem outlined by the Malach to Rav Katina? Is it local to tzitzit or is it a global value? Why would
there be a difference? Is this principle similar to that which is decried in the Gemarot in Kiddushin and Berachot or
different? How so?
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20. R. Aharon Lichtenstein (Regarding Tiyulim on Sukkot without a Sukkahy =~ = =~
F. EDUCATION, MITZVOT, AND EXEMPTIONS - THE GREATER ISSUE

Up until now we spoke from a purely and exclusively halakhic vantage point. However, on a practical level the matter seems
radically different.

One should be firmly and sharply opposed - both educationally and from the perspective of Jewish beliefs and values - to tiyulim
or activities organized in a way that involves not observing the mitzva of sukka. The existence of formal exemptions from positive
mitzvot is not the exclusive nor the only decisive way of gauging whether to perform them. We do not speak of actual evasive trickery
(haarama) - itself a significant problem in halakha and belief - and this is not the forum to relate to it. Even not relating fully to a mitzva
is problematic, even when it involves ignoring and not evading.

A Jew must be saturated with an ambition and longing for mitzvot and not, God forbid, view them as a burden he is inescapably
stuck with that he tries to cast off at the first opportunity. This point is at the root of the trait of 7zerizut” (acting with enthusiasm and
energy), rooted in the obligation not just to serve God, but to serve him with joy and exhilaration. Rabbi Eliezer’s statement, »If one’s
prayer is a fixed obligation it is not a supplication,” is explained by Rav Oshaya as One whose prayer is a burden to him.” Of course
this has special meaning in its home context, relating to prayer, but the concept at its root applies to all mitzvot.

The gemara (Pesachim 105b) explains the rule that on Erev Shabbat kiddush precedes birkat ha-mazon (for one that was eating
when Shabbat enters) and that on Motza’ei Shabbat birkat ha-mazon precedes kiddush by the principle,

nShabbat entering is different than Shabbat leaving; we try and have it enter as early as possible out of our love for it and have it exit as
late as possible so that it is not a burden on us.”

This is not just a derush or a pious custom, but mainstream halakha. This principle reflects a halakhic approach in all of its power
and scope, beyond the restricted formal plane.

It is possible that the Ramban’s famous expression, ”Naval bi-reshut ha-Torah,” (one who can succeed in being a vile individual
while still technically acting within the confines of the laws of the halakha) is too harsh to apply to avoiding positive action - perhaps it
is limited to one who drifts into negative behavior. But the idea at the base of the Ramban’s concept does apply. Rav Chisda’s
statement to Rami son of Tamri, 7I see you are very sharp,” (Chullin 110b) includes a critique on his ability to use his intelligence to
devise all sorts of exemptions.

Perhaps the central halakhic source in the Rishonim to clarify this issue is in the laws of tzitzit. They built on the discussion in
the gemara (Menachot 41a) between the angel and Rav Katina. Both Rav Katina’s summer and winter garments were technically
exempt from tzitzit. The angel chastised him, »What will be with the mitzva of tzitzit?” The gemara’s discussion makes it clear that
Rav Katina was not violating the laws of tzitzit, but was evading the mitzva by using exemptions. Apparently based on this passage, the
Rambam (Hilkhot Tzitzit 3: 11) rules,

nEven though one is not obligated to buy a tallit and wrap himself in it in order to affix tzitzit to it, a pious person should not absolve
himself from this mitzva. Rather, one should always try and wear a garment that is obligated in tzitzit in order to fulfill this mitzva.”

Other Rishonim expanded on this - to obligate not only the pious but everyone; and to see this in the context of mitzvot in
general. The Rosh (Tosafot Ha-Rosh Nidda 61b) writes,

nHowever, it is fitting that all God-fearing people buy a tallit with four corners to obligate himself in tzitzit, for it is a great and
important mitzva. Aswesayin  Bereishit Rabba (and, in a slightly different version in Sota 14a), "Was Moshe anxious to enter the
land in order to eat of its fruit and be satiated by its goodness?’ Rather, thus said Moshe: 'Let mitzvot that can be fulfilled by me, be
fulfilled by me.”

If this is true of a mitzva that is always within one’s reach, certainly this is the case with regards to a mitzva that one can only
fulfill one week out of the year!


https://www.sefaria.org/Pesachim.105b?lang=he-en&utm_source=sef_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Chullin.110b?lang=he-en&utm_source=sef_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Menachot.41a?lang=he-en&utm_source=sef_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Sotah.14a?lang=he-en&utm_source=sef_linker

However, the question itself, especially when asked by Israeli youth groups that stand for education in service of Hashem and
fear of God - and that no small number of benei Torah are involved in - is problematic. For decades I was in the Diaspora in places
where the mitzva of sukka was not considered an easy mitzva,” and I was never asked about using the traveler’s exemption when one is
far from a sukka during the day. Did it ever enter the mind of a businessman that strives to scrupulously fulfill mitzvot and, in the
course of his business, finds himself in New York’s skyscrapers, to eat his lunch in his office because there is no sukka in his
vicinity? Did a student who views himself as rooted in Torah and fear of God and finds himself forced to spend a long day in a
university library ever think of eating in a cafeteria because the campus did not have a sukka? Is it possible that in Israel, where the
mitzva of sukka is both easier and more inclusive - a mitzva that even many that are not generally observant still relate to in one way or
another - is it possible that here benei Torah should avoid keeping this mitzva in its fullness?

I am well aware that many believe that there is much educational value to youth groups’ tiyulim - mostly because of how it
deepens the love and relationship to Eretz Yisrael. They also claim is that the days of Chol Ha-mo’ed are most appropriate for
scheduling tiyulim. As an outsider, it is difficult for me to judge. However, I am convinced that, except for extremely extenuating
circumstances, the most important educational message we can pass on to our youth during Sukkot is deepening the awareness and
sensitivity for observance and enthusiasm about mitzvot - even if this means some difficulty and even if it involves sacrifice.

If there is need for tiyulim during the holiday, by all means have them. Rabbi Eliezer’s statement (Sukka 27b), 71 praise the 'lazy
ones’ who do not leave their homes on the holiday, for it says, 'Y ou should be joyous, you and your household,” is not cited
halakhically. But ifa tiyul is organized, arrangements should be made - the same way they are for trucks and water supply, counselors
and guides - to be able to fulfill the mitzva of sukka properly. I am sure that the heads of the organizations, where the need and desire is
clearly felt, can grapple with more complex technical and logistical challenges than arranging for sukkot for their campers.

We close with a prayer that He who spreads a sukka of peace over his people Israel should help them succeed and merit
organizing programming that will give both recreation and education, both bring pleasure and uplift, while deepening the mitzva of
sukka specifically and mitzvot in general. So said he who was the greatest of those who loved the land and longed for it, #Let mitzvot
that can be fulfilled by me, be fulfilled by me.”

o For more on Chovat Gavra/Tallit Issue, see the Rashba:

N NNY RN 97 (1Y ONYN) MNI NODN X”7AYIN SVITIN .21
YRIWN PN NIN BN 2INIY HAN NPYD 2951 .10, TPNINA THNY T09NY YPAN MDIAND N, TPNINND TU T0MNT YPTNV 7PN NIN
OOV NAINT 20 XD §9 INIT NIN XY NINT 20 MINT NPH NN KOT NPT XI2) NINT X1V DN MINT ONDD PNT XINT
INNPY 2NN INMXT OOV NN TPXIXI 12 MOOINNY MOV NNPY 2PNNNY NN KXIA) NINT 770 NN K1V IINX MNT RIPIYNT NIN
NI2) N2IN P XIONTY NP 2N 1IN NIPN 2T 7PHV D PR ONX) 12 NOIN TDNN 12 MDY TPND NINIY OV 1D ¥ ON NON
12 ¥ DXY 12 MOONNY {1} TN 12 H>UNDY XIPN 72T TPHL NNPY IXNNT NIPN 2T MOV Y PR HON NN KI2) NINT NPOL NIND
10 PR ONX TPHL NN ONXI TP MNNN IVHNY NOINY ININD DN 2D TPNX DN DY0ND 2N 1IN TPNXD NN MNODV NNO
12 5>0NY 2N NAPN 2T OV P YW ON RON TP MND OMPO OOV MNP X2 NIINORY 290 INNPY 2N PN XAPN 12T OOV
19 ¥ DN POV NN ON THPTT NIV N2 NNMIOMN M0 NYP 7Y ,INON DN DPONY 29N NNPYL NDD 1D W DN N IWDY 1D NN
ITMIINT NN HAYINTI INNPY 2PNNNT XI2) NIN XY TONN 12 DY0ND) POV NNPY 2PN INX 1T PR DR NPNY 12 DPUNY MOV
TPNN I DPONY PNV MINAD HY POV T YW DX 12 GOYNNDY M HY PHL NMIPY PNIY OV Y PR ON NINNT 7PN
12 YOWITID PR ON NINN DMPY MOV ANPY 2»NNNT X1 N2IN NINY 9910 DN NXRY INRND YNV 190 TN PR I )12 qOYNIN
NN 9207 10D NN {DNA) (12) DYOND 2PNNT NPNONY DMININ MOV NN 1D W DN DIT IINIY NIN 1NN 12 D>0NY 2»NNT
19 192 921 KD 111097 19192 TPNON DP0NY 2NNT IV W DN INNPD 21NNT POV Y PR DN D127 /22 2NN 1YYV NN IINT
YI92 973) .15V NN MIYT XY NN 771091 NI2) NN 7PIODT POV NN 7707 DXININ NRY NON NINN 71720 IR 95T
PNY NNRY IN N2 DONNY TNIN 2PNN MINY N2 NDON TWUN IN D9 7N)WN TANRI IWITY PIN N2 NDON IWNT XIPT DWN DYOLN
D977 )12 ¥ DN NONT N2 NDONY NMINN MRV N2 NN TUN TMDIA T2 NWYN DD TH IMNX DOWISN NN DX TI91 12 MUONnY
12 MO OO D DYV T1Y TN 1PHLA DN 1D [12NN] 2ININ PN 7N N2 NDIN DHTHN DOWM IMPNVY TY PR DN INDOM
12 NSOV /N POV D PPV 12D IS NMINND DMPY 12N DN Y OV 1INY NDNP YD DNW 1D YW MYV D51 DY) YW XD
YIIT RY IOV NN T701 H9TI MOV NN XY 120 XY N2 NDINY TINN MNINY NOIN IWUN 71PY WIIT) K12 NN T7HY 7K THININI
MYYY MNYOVN 952107 N2 MOOINNY PNY NNNY N2 NOON IYNX TNIDIA T2 NYYN DYIYT) XN N2 NUINY TINN NRY 7Y
79971 /N YOV BN YD 121NN TP KDY IWNT 7PN I7RY N2 NOINY TINA NINY 7DD ¥WIIAT NI 7K YD1 71PY WITT 11D 0N MUONnY
NINT 20 MN NYNNNI, NI NN IY 7OV NN 7991 IOV NN PP RIT) NN T7H9) NPYHYN MY 12 VITTY TIWIN N
12 PR DX TPNON 12 DY0ND THPXOND NNT POV D ¥ ON TONN I MYYD NNIT YAYNT NN 71D MIN ROT XPVP 292 WTH X1
NN T MNT INKRND MYPNY YN N2 21NN KD KT 12 W 7PN ORDN IMIPY 29N 1R NI POV NN ONT INNPY NMY
N ORI THNONID 7PN NOW 912YA 12 YN 77 TIOWI IINN 12 MYYD MNN DY NIYO0 MIPY NIN XI12) NINT 20 7N RIDN YN»NT
INYA HY TPYOIX 1 7PN NPVP 27 DY INTOIT 97 AMYUYY MNNY NYYN DPPR DN DX WYY PN OINDIN) TYYR ITPVIY 71D IINP
NPYT N2 MOIT N MO DIWN RIPION) PIPNRNNT [N 0] MINNT HOWIT OWIND NP5 MDI DIWN N1 DIWN NION I M KDY
12 7P DY NN INTT MINHDN IPOY OPPN TN ROW TRINN 12 YN 1N DY TP 7172 NN 1IN 221NN 111D DN 19792 NOY NOND
SNYIAY 10D NIVP 27T NNDMDINNA [0 9970 X, T°] DT DAON 27 NYT NN 1) ,NY0N 12 DIWY 71D 90N YW 1YL nnph
AINPY ,NPON DINAT IONT MIND POV DPN IPNYI 12702 TPNN NIND DOPN MINRY IND 1 79, NYIYNR INIWIY XPVP 27 1D TN
NI2) NINT 920 NONINDT N NI MM MINND OOPNRYOIIYN MIND TPV DMPN 1IRY DY OWIY NN2T IIRPI N0 NOWIY YD
21N 12N ROT 71720 2D N2 DI N2 NI I XINNT 7P2ONT ONIT TN NNPY IPNNY T70TI 1IN XI2) NDINT 7Y OINT NIN
INNY YNIYN NDIN TUN NIN TINON 12 MYYD YT N2 NOINY TIND NINY YHWN XD NDON TURT DIVH NONON MWUYY 750 nnph
NYYN DTV TINND NN N2 MOUINNY NN AN TPNONY FPINIY POV 9 ¥ DN NONX NNNPY TINN MINY 2PN XD T2 12 NUON
DYDY MYYY 21N51 127N XD NI NN 7700 RON 1PHL NIN 7799 NI NN 7710 PA RO XAV ,TPNON XY N2 NOOINN NoWY
NDON TWUNT XIPY ¥IIT POV NN T79) ,1P881 129N XY N2 NMDONNY N¥ITIPX DX HAN N2 MOINNY N8I MDOL DX D
DN MOONNDY DYDY ¥ DRYYY NDNP LYW MIPHL D5 799 N2 NOONY TNY NNRY NDIN TWN) N2 MOINNY NN NNOYYY
OV NN T7HD) N2 GOYNNI YD XINY NNINT ONX 2D TPNHN DPOND 21N INX XI2) NN T7HY TI9>N,N2 NDON TUN DN NP MIN
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MNNDN MYPNY PN I, DN NDINNI DMN YD INMNY »OYN DN MDINNY NN NYIA5T 10 NNIPINKN MNPYL Y53 2»NNN NXIN
PR YD NARY NOON TUR TNNOY M MY 1T DY MYNRWNI DT HY MYHYN PRY 290 ,NYYN0 IDOUYPNY 10D DTN MY YT XY
MY WITTY 55N KD oD B9192 120N 1IN N2 MDINNY TNYI N2 MDINND NN NNRY YNTY 201 71D ININI DN ¥ 12NN

XYY NNNY NOON AWNT XIPT OV D710 397 71D ¥YIWN 9091 397 XIPT MOV 7D ¥YHWUN 9071 1T IN DT IR DN YD MyHRUnn
P29V OYYL NN IN XI2) NIN 920 ON NPLP 292 WXT XONINND NN PR 7Y INTT IND 295 o510 WY NNRYY N2 MOONND
Y MINPT INND N DIV 2NNND 7PN KD NOOND MININ NPHV D 7PN RIT 11 XOVP 29 TPHVL N2IN NI ON P2 NI NN XD ONX
VAT FPTRV IIRPTI TIYX 12 DPVNY N HY MOV NNPD 1D 7PN MIRIY ID TN YYD T2 IPRY IND 2D DT NYYN INVIY
TIPY IONONND 0N MININN WpaY T9 1P XY 170D To5 NINIY MOV T2 PRY NIV TPNNN ININ NVAT TPVDINT D797 I8N
72T NYYY MNIANN MY RNPY DO MNN N2 DOPNY N DY OV NNIPY T2 1IN OTIP XN PIRD )PRY D201 N PTON
IWIYRN VA NINRY FINNRND NN YD NYYN INIWIY IIRP 19 DY) ,MINMOPN TPNY MINNI IONOY TITI MYYD D7) NN 751 70V
MYYY D15%Y M3 N2 XYV DY PRTPTN NNDMI RNAT MNP ,N2 IPNNRY 7OV OTIP NOY DY 2NNNY 92T ONPWY ROY NIV ININ
NI2) N2IN ON) NN 720 OX NN KXY OPTSV 7DD P71 NIN WY DINT ORI 29D TO9 , 1010 T093 RON 7PINN NN 1PN MIND
ARINDNDT NI IIRPT NN TPATRI YL NN N NN

D THOY NI NN TNI9Y,X1D9T NN THRYNT NIAT YAWN 1T XD 2991 109199 P TS0 1D PN RDIIN NN YD1 D902 1N7)
NI2) NN 7719 195 TPHV NN T7HY FPTIV IMD THOY NI OINDNT MYPND ¥ I PPTS0 9D XD 1PHVL NN 17109 PPTNV
TPNN 2 DPONY 1D KON YLD 2N IPRYI TN MUY 150N HY ON Y5 YOI 21NN PR TPHV NN 77957 I PR MDY
2V OPTN0 M0 RIONT I7) DRY NN YIAYD 9272 29N INONX INYOPTSV 907 591 KD TN TN MINN DM RONPA INIM
NDNP2 INMIND 2T INMIPY N2 12 KPAI INND POV RO MINANY INRDT DI NNY YNV XDNPA INNDNY XIPN 92 7OV 1MIP NOY
12 920N YT INNPY YAN THINONY MNNT PHV Y WIWI DN YD MINNN PN XD NNNN FPHVI MINN DP0NY NINNDT 990 RPNON MDY
NYVIY IIRY DIYIY M1 PT2 XI2) NN ON DN ,0WIT 1D PN TIDN XONP DY 1OHVY TN NP W MNN PN’ NN ININD TIWON
MAYN NPOV TONN MYYD NMINNYI NNND TPOVY THPNN MYYD 21NN MINY POV NN T7HDT NI2D PR OINY . POY NHVINY MNN
MYYS NN MY NN IOV NN T7HT D78 NONX XDNPA NN NMIND NOT MIND 1PN MINY 72D NONPA 1NN’ DN YD NYIAD oY
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AN PR NI NDIN T709T 1P NP AWM ¥ 17N WA 1IMDY D¥awa KON NN 1YL NINT 11D MNNHN 12 DMPNY YL
NYIDYWOT NNIVYY MINNN NN NN INPNY DY POY TAPNY ¥ To5N XAPN DT XIDN 7N WDV D1ava NON POY YOI MN8N
PN YN OV NN 797 AN, XNOON P72 NI 120 MINN DN D DN 1N NYON 2PN INKY PTO WA NN 1IN 1»NHY
TPNINN NOVN MXN NYPIY IAYNY ,KIDIN NXIPN 70T ND IR APYINA DHOUNY NYYA DX D INYAT) INDLY NYYA MXHNI INNN
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