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e The Gemara on 30a from 157 w5w nan 7y a8 7w 7"n begins discussing the size of the sheets of the Sefer
Torah, sizes of spaces, and similar issues. It is worth reading to get a general idea.

e We will focus on nmm 7915 — owa nvwn

o Read the Rambam Hilchot Tefillin, Mezuzah, Sefer Torah 1:16 who limits this Halacha. The limitation emerges
from the Mechilta and Yerushalmi (see the two passages in Shulchan Aruch as well).
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The Halacha clearly does not apply to Sefer Torah. Why? See Radbaz
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Note that the Ran has another explanation for the halacha in our Gemara, not based on order, and the Sefer HaTerumah
also cites a second position
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e The Gra also seems to understand this differently.
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e The Rav, on the other hand, understood this as a halacha in “continued writing.”
o We will try to understand the nature of the rule of writing in order. There are two central explanations for the nature
of this rule:
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¢ Do you think the issue is the order of the words, parshiyot, letters? What does this depend on?
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e See Tosafot regarding fixing Tefillin
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e See the following line about reading Shema in order. What does it imply about the relative importance of parshiyot
vs. smaller units being in order? How does the Taz use this line (commenting on Shulchan Aruch in the context of
writing a Mezuzah)? Note how the Gra brings Tosafot back into the conversation.
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e We will return to these issues in our discussion of Tefillin, but in the meantime - there is a machloket about the order
the parshiyot in Tefillin, Rashi vs. Rabbenu Tam. Rashi posits that the order is that of the Torah. Rabbenu Tam does
not. That is the context of this Tosafot.
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The Tosafot above about Tefillin touches on another central issue: is the halacha about the writing or the permanent
placement? We may return to this issue later. This may also affect whether this is a halacha in both Tefillin and
Mezuzah, or only Mezuzah, or only Tefillin. See this argument from the Griz
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