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28. Rabbi Michael Rosensweiq — Privacy

Halachic privacy laws are designed not only to preclude the specific adverse effects of the
violation of privacy, but to positively promote the value of privacy as an expression of personal
tzeniut and human dignity. Moreover, it is noteworthy that these laws impose obligations and
restrictions on the neighbor; they do not primarily focus on the defensive structural requirements
of the potential victim. This point is reinforced in the sources that link these laws to the Bilaam
experience: “shelo yatzitz le-toch ohel chavero” (Rashi 24:2). Undoubtedly, this emphasis
entails a pragmatic component, but it equally accentuates the principle of arevut - mutual
responsibility, fostering a protective posture vis-a-vis others. These laws convey an important
perspective on neighborly relations and very concept of community that are worthy of being
hailed as manifestations deserving hashraat ha-Shechinah.



