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Rain, Rain, Go Away: When Tefillah Meets Modern Meteorology

1. Gemara Taanit 2a

MISHNA: From when does one begin to mention the
might of the rains?

Rabbi Eliezer says: from the first Festival day of the
festival of Sukkot.

Rabbi Yehoshua says: From the last Festival day of the
festival of Sukkot.

Rabbi Yehoshua said to Rabbi Eliezer: Since rain is
nothing other than a sign of a curse during the festival
of Sukkot, as rainfall forces Jews to leave their sukkot,
why should one mention the might of rain during this
period?

Rabbi Eliezer said to him: I too did not say that it is
proper to request rain at this time, but it is proper only
to mention the phrase: He makes the wind blow and
rain fall, in its due time.

Rabbi Yehoshua said to him: If so, i.e., if reciting the
phrase does not constitute a request for rain, one
should always mention rain, even in the summer.

2. Gemara Taanit 10a

MISHNAH: On the third of Marheshvan one starts to request rain
in the Amidah.

Rabban Gamliel says: On the seventh of Marheshvan, which is
fifteen days after Sukkot, so that the last of the Jews who traveled
to Jerusalem on foot for the Festival, can reach the Euphrates
River.

GEMARA: Rabbi Elazar said: The halakha is in accordance with
Rabban Gamliel.

It is taught in a baraita that Hananya says: And in the Diaspora
one does not begin to request rain until sixty days into the
season, i.e., sixty days after the autumnal equinox.

Rav Huna bar Hiyya said that Shmuel said: The halakha is in
accordance with the opinion of Hananya.
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3. Gemara Taanit 14b

The inhabitants of Nineveh sent a question to Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi: 2177 NI N7 In7w
People such as us, who require rain even during the season of N0 12'WA TINN NDI7NA I7'9NT 1IN 111D
Tammuz, and who live in areas where rain falls all year round, what ?)2'N7T 021D IN )T DTN - TV DN
should we do when there is a drought during the summer? ,N79N vniwal  1’nT0'7TND

. Tr . . 0 ) )
Are we likened to individuals or are we likened to a community? DN NN AT R IR

N7 N7v

e Are we likened to individuals and therefore we pray for rain
N'79N vniwal mnT o'rnnD

in Shomea Tefillah,
e Or are we likened to a community and we pray for rain in
Birkat HaShanim?

He sent his answer to them: You are likened to individuals and
therefore you pray for rain in the blessing: Shomea Tefillah.

4. Rambam Commentary on the Mishnah, Taanit 1:3
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Until when do we request rain? R’ Yehuda said: “Until [Pesach] has passed.” etc. On the 3rd of Marcheshvan, we ask
for rain, etc... All of this applies to the Land of Israel and lands similar to it... However, in other lands, the request [of
rain is recited] when rain is good and appropriate in that place, and that time is given as though it is the 7th of
Marcheshvan... This is because there are lands where rains only begin in Nissan and lands where Marcheshvan is
during the summer, such that rain during that time is not good, but kills and destroys. How can people in such a
place request rain in Marcheshvan? Is this not falsehood and foolishness? All of this is a true and obvious matter.

5. Rambam Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Tefillah 2:17
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In places that require rain in the summer months, such as the distant islands, they petition for rains when they
need them, in [the blessing of] Shomea Tefillah.

6. Responsa of Rosh, Klal 4:10 (1250-1327, Spain)

6a. Resolution of Rambam
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A careful reader of his words will find them deliberate, for in his commentary on Mishnah he wrote “lands”, for
there is a difference between the Land of Israel and Babylonia regarding the prayer for and mentioning [of rain].
From this, we learn that a “community” is only an entire land, and they request rain in Birkat Ha-Shanim (in the
Amidah) at the time that is needed for them.

However, in his composition (the Mishneh Torah), he wrote “places that require rain in the summer, such as distant
islands,” which are not called “lands” in and of themselves. Therefore, they are considered like individuals, and
request rain in Shomeia Tefillah.
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6b. The Rosh in Germany
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For many years in Germany, I have complained about two things that I have seen practiced during these days...

First, that they do not request rain properly... In Babylonia, they dwelt on great waters, and didn't require rain until
60 days into the season, or the time of planting was later in Babylonia. However, in Germany, where the time of
planting is from mid-Tishrei and onwards, it is known that if rains don't fall immediately after planting, the seeds
will be destroyed, because the birds and mice will completely consume them. So why should we not do as the
inhabitants of the Land of Israel, who request rain in Marcheshvan, as Rabban Gamliel taught...

The second practice is that they stop requesting rain on the first day of Pesach, when it is well known that in
Germany, the produce is primarily from the rains that fall between Pesach and Shavuot.

6b. The Rosh in Provence
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When I departed Ashkenaz and passed through Provence, I heard that in Montpellier, they mention rain on the 7th
of Marcheshvan, which was right in my eyes.

I told the sages of Montpellier that they have answered one of my questions, and inquired as to when they stop
requesting rain. They told me that they follow the Mishna and stop on the first day of Pesach. I asked, “do you not
need rain between Pesach and Shavuot?” They responded, “we need it very much, and the produce will not survive
without rain.”

I told them about my arguments (which I have written above) and they were right in their eyes. But they said that
their practice of requesting rain from the 7th of Marcheshvan was based on the practice of earlier sages, and
regarding the end of the time, they could not endorse a change to the practice without gathering the sages of the
land. I departed from there and never found out what they agreed to do.

6b. The Rosh in Spain
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In the year 5073 from the creation of the world, the rains stopped, and it did not rain all winter except for a little
bit. They declared a fast, to plead with G-d to give rain upon the ground... my master and father, Rabbeinu Asher,
was sitting by the door to the house... He said: “Now is a good time to raise something that I have always
wondered about: Why not invoke and petition for rain until Shavuot?” ... They sent to the chazan to mention rain
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the next day.”... Some of the rabbis there were not included in the decision, and they called out to say that it was
not appropriate to recite, since it is a sign of curse.

7. Brazil - Torat Chaim, Responsa 3:3 (17th century Greece)
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The essence of the matter is this: It appears that in the place mentioned in the question, they should not mention
or request rain in Birkat Ha-Shanim throughout the year, for the reason that I mentioned. Rather, if they need rain
in the summer, from Pesach onwards, they should request it in Shomeia Tefillah.

8. Southern Hemisphere - Responsa Shevet HalLevi 9:148 (20-21st century Israel)
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How could it be possible that a Jew would get up to pray before God and mention and request things that are
diametrically opposite to the seasons and the nature that God established for this half of the world?...At the end of
the day, it is obvious that the residents of Australia and Argentina and Brazil and all others in the southern
hemisphere—where summer and winter are opposite the rest of the world and where they have a clear distinction
between summer and winter—they must mention and request rain during their winter, between Nisan and Tishrei,
and during their summer, between Tishrei and Nisan, they should stop. And anyone who deviates from this is in
the category of those who depart from the form of prayer prescribed by our Sages and has not fulfilled his
obligation...

9. Rabbi Immanuel Jakobovits, “Survey of Recent Halakhic Periodical Literature”,

Tradition7, no. 1

Once we assume, then, that the
public prayer for rain is a mainly
symbolic token in which all Jews are

According to this view, therefore,
the enactment is mainly of a sym-

bolic character, unrelated to the va-
riations of climate and agricultural
needs in particular localities...

to join .ogether at only two alter-
native times (for those inside and
outside the Holy Land), it follows
that even those living in the South-
ern hemisphere, where the seasons
are reversed, should unite with their
fellow-Jews elsewhere in the prayer
for rain.



