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Alight, a person, and his household ~ 11 e 1y; Since the
primary purpose of kindling the Hanukkah lights is to publicize
the miracle, which is accomplished by passershy seeing the light,
itis sufficient for one member of the household to light (Penei
Yehoshua).

Mehadrin - pyyan: Two different roots combine to form this
word. The Aramaic root, hadar, which means courted, as in one
wha courts a mitzva to ensure it is performed properly, and the
Hebrew root hadar meaning beauty. Accordingly, mehader refers
to one who takes steps to perform the mitzva in ‘as beautiful
a manner as possible. This is in accordance with the homiletic
interpretation of the verse: “This is my God and | will exalt Him
[veanvehu), beautify yourself [hitnat) before Him in mitzvot (see
Rabbeinu Hananel).

On the first day one kindies one - nime 1o fiwa ot Today,
all Jews adopt the mehadrin min hamehadrin custom when kin-
dling the Hanukkah lights, i, they light one light on the first
night and add one light for each additional night of Hanukkah,
Consequently, eight lights are it on the eighth day, as per the
opinion of Beit Hillel. In another commonly accepted custom
among Ashkenazic communities, based on a variation of the
opinion of the Rambam, each person in the house lights a Ha-
. nukkah lamp and adds one light corresponding to each day of
Hanukkah because mehadrin min hamehadrin is understood to
include the mehadrin custom, which calls for lighting a light for
each family member (Rema; Taz; Rambam Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot
Megilla VaHanukka 4:3; Shulban Arukh, Orah Hayyim 671:2).

Itis a mitzva to place the Hanukkah lamp at the entrance to
one’s house, etc. - 131 iz nng by amu myn v wr Ab
initio, one places the Hanukkah lamp outside the entrance of
his home, facing the public domain. In dangerous times, one
may place the lamp anywhere inside the house (Rambam Sefer
Zernanim, Hilkhot Megilla VaHanukka 4:7-8: Shulhan Arukh, Orah
Hayyim 671:5).

‘One must kindle another lightin order to use its light - wPw
.111&’? Wm:npn'? o In addition to the number of lights kindled

each night to fulfill the mitzva, an additional light is added to

provide light. If there are other fights burning nearby, described

by the Gemara as a bonfire, the additional light is unnecessary.
However, an important person is still required to light the addi-
tional light even then. The additional light must be distinct from

the Hanukkah lights to emphasize that its kindling is not part of
the mitzva (Rambam SeferZemanim,_Hilkhot Megilla Vatanukka

48; Shulhan Arukh, Orah Hayyim 671:5).
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The Sages taught in a baraita: The basic mitzva of Hanukkah
is each day to have a light kindled by a petson, the head of the
household, for himselfand his household.” And the mehadrin,!
Le, those who are meticulous in the performance of mitzvot,
kindle a light for each and every one in the household. And
the mehadrin min hamehadrin, who are even more meticulous,
adjust the number of lights daily. Beit Shammai and Beit Hille]
disagree as to the nature of that adjustment. Beit Shammai say:
On the first day one kindles eight lights and, from there on,
gradually decreases the number of lights until, on the last day
of Hanukkah, he kindles one light. And Beit Hillel say: On the
first day one kindles one" light, and from there on, gradually
increases the number of lights until, on the last day, he kindles

eight lights,

Ulla said: There were two amora’im in the West, Eretz Yisrael,
who disagreed with regard to this dispute, Rabbi Yosei bar
Avin and Rabbi Yosei bar Zevida. One said that the reason fot
Beit Shammai’s opinion is that the number of lights corre-
sponds to the incoming days, i.e, the future. On the first day,
eight days remain in Hanukkah, one kindles eight lights, and on’
the second day seven days remain, one kindles seven, etc. The
reason for Beit Hillels opinion is that the number of lights
corresponds to the outgoing days, Each day, the number of
lights corresponds to the number of the days of Hanukkah that
were already observed. And one said that the reason for Beit
Shamma’s opinion is that the number of lights corresponds to
the bulls of the festival of Sukkot: Thirteen were sacrificed on
the first day and each succeeding day one fewer was sacrificed
(Numbers 29:12-31). The reason for Beit Hillel’s opinion is that
the number of lights is based on the principle: One elevates to
a higher level in matters of sanctity and one does not down-
grade, Therefore, if the objective is to have the number of lights
correspond to the number of days, there is no alternative to
increasing their number with the passing of each day.

Rabba bar bar Hana said that Rabbj Yohanan said: There were
two Elders in Sidon, and one of them acted in accordance with
the opinion of Beit Shammai, and one of them acted in ac-
cordance with the opinion of Beit Hillel. Each provided a
reason for his actions: One gave a reason for his actions: The
number oflights corresponds to the bulls of the Festival, And
one gave a reason for his actions: The number of lights is based
on the principle: One elevates to a higher level in matters of
sanctity and one does not downgrade.

The Sages taught in a baraita: It is a mitzva to place the Hanuk-
kah lamp at the entrance to one’s house" on the outside, so

that all can see it. Ifhe lived upstairs, he places it at the window
adjacent to the public domain, And in a time of danger,® when

the gentiles issued decrees to prohibit kindling lights, he places

it on the table and that is sufficient to fulfill his obligation.

Rava said: One must kindle another light in addition to the
Hanukkah lights in order to use its light," as it is prohibited to

use the light of the Hanukkah lights. And if there is a bonfire,

he need not light an additional light, as he can use the light of
the bonfire, However, if he is an important person, who is
unaccustomed to using the light of a bonfire, even though there
is a bonfire, he must kindle another light.

In a time of danger -~ BT AR Dangerous times are  fire from their temples to the homes of their worshippers.
defined as periods of religious persecution, when it is de- At those times, they prohibited lighting fires anywhere out-

creed that the Jewish people may not observe the mitzvot,
However, some commentaries explain that the dangerous
times in this context are the occasions when the Zoroastrian
priests of the Persian fire religion, the habarim, passed the

side the temples (Tosafor). Since the fabarim had significant
influence on the authorities and the violators whom they
reported were severely punished, the Jews dared.not kindle
lights that could be seen from the street.
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The Gemara asks: What is Hanukkah, and why are lights kindled

on Hanukkah?" The Gemara answers: The Sages taught in Megillat
Ta’anit: On the twenty-fifth of Kislev, the days of Hanukkah are

eight. One may not eulogize on them" and one may not fast on
them. What is the reason? When the Greeks entered the Sanctu-
arythey defiled all the oils that were in the Sanctuary by touching
them. And when the Hasmonean monarchy overcame them and

emerged victorious over them, they searched and found only one

cruse® of oil that was placed with the seal of the High Priest, un-
disturbed by the Greeks. And there was sufficient oil there to light

the candelabrum for only one day. A miracle occurred and they
lit the candelabrum from it eight days." The next year the Sages

instituted those days and made them holidays" with recitation of
hallel and special thanksgiving in prayer and blessings.

We learned there in a mishna with regard to damages: In the case

of a spark that emerges from under a hammer, and went out of
the artisan’s workshop, and caused damage, the one who struck the

hammer is liable. Similarly, in the case of a camel thatis laden with

flax" and it passed through the public domain, and its flax entered

into a store, and caught fire from the storekeeper’s lamp, and set

fire to the building, the camel owner is liable. Since his flax en-
tered into another’s domain, which he had no permission to enter,
all the damages were caused due to his negligence. However, if the

storekeeper placed his lamp outside the store and it set fire to the

flax, the storekeeper is liable, as he placed the lamp outside his

domain where he had no right to place it.

Rabbi Yehuda says: If the flax was set on fire by the storekeeper’s
Hanukkah lamp that he placed outside the entrance to his store, he
is not liable, as in that case, it is permitted for the storekeeper to
place his lamp outside. Ravina said in the name of Rabba: That is
to say that it is a mitzva to place the Hanukkah lamp within ten"
handbreadths of the ground. As if it should enter your mind to say
that he may place it above ten handbreadths, why is the store-
keeper exempt? Let the camel owner say to the storekeeper: You
should have placed the lamp above the height of a camel and its
rider, and then no damage would have been caused. By failing to
do 50, the storekeeper caused the damage, and the camel owner
should not be liable. The Gemara rejects this: And perhaps one is
also permitted to place the Hanukkah lamp above ten handbreadths,
and the reason Rabbi Yehuda exempted the storekeeper was due to
concern for the observance of the mitzva of kindling Hanukkah
lights. He held that if you burden one excessively, he will come to
refrain from performing the mitzva of kindling Hanukkah lights.
Since the storekeeper placed the Hanukkah lamp outside at the
behest of the Sages, the storekeeper should not be required to take
extra precautions.

With regard to the essence of the matter Rav Kahana said that Rav
Natan bar Manyumi taught in the name of Rabbi Tanhum:

[ HALAKMA

The days of Hanukkah...one may not eulogize on them, etc. -
g 'lg?:_l'? N'?‘*!...ngug'-[ pir: Hanukkah is a time of joy and

celebration, as well as a time for offering praise and thanks to God.
Therefore, it is prohibited to eulogize the deceased and to fast
on Hanukkah (Megillat Ta'anit). However, performing fabors that
are prohibited on Shabbat is permitted an Hanukkah (Rambam

Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot Megilla VaHanukka 3:3; Shulhan Arukh, Orah
Hayyim 6702).

Camel laden with flax - (w2 pyl'-:@’?gg: If a camel walks down
a street with a load of flax that is so wide that it protrudes into
a store and catches fire from the storekeeper’s lamp and causes
damage, the owner of the camel is liable. If the lamp/is in the street
in front of the store, then the storekeeper is liable for the damage,
including the damage to the flax on the camel’s back. This ruling
also applies to a Hanukkah lzmp adjacent to the entrance of the

store, as the halakha is not in accordance with the opinion of
Rabbi Yehuda, who said that the storekeeper is exempt in the case
of a Hanukkah lamp (Rambam Sefer Nezikin, Hilkhot Nizkei Mamon
14:13; Shuthan Arukh, Hoshen Mishpat 418:12).

It is a mitzva to place the Hanukkah lamp within ten - 301 %

mpy 1ina '1!':11'1"7 mym: It is a mitzva to place the Hanukkah

Iampw:thln ten handbreadths of the ground, in accordance with

the opinion of Rava. Although no support was cited for his state-
ment, his opinion is reasonable. If one placed the lamp above ten

handbreadths, he fulfilled the mitzva, as long as he did not place
it above twenty cubits. One who lives on the second floor may
place the Hanukkah lamp In a window ab initio, even thoughitis
above ten handbreadths {(Magen Avraham; Shulthan Arukh, Orah
Hayyim 671:6).

. NOTES BI

Why is the miracle commemorated with lights — yx1a
i3 e agnn: The holiday of Hanukkah was instituted
primarily to commemorate the rededication of the altar
in the Temple. Nevertheless, the Sages instituted kin-
dling lights as the mitzva of Hanukkah to underscore
that the Maccabees went to war to preserve the sanc-
tity of the nation and the sanctity of the Temple, not to
defend their lives (Bah).

"And found only one cruse - g 72 N’?z; wyn N‘ﬂ:

According to the fundamental halakha, kindling the
Temple candelabrum with impure oil is permitted. in-
deed, if the majority of the Jews are impure, Temple
service may be performed in a state of ritual impurity.
Furthermore, impure oil may be used in the offering of
the daily sacrifices. Therefore, the miracle, which made
it unnecessary to use impure oif, demonstrates the great
love that God has for His people, Israel (Penei Yehoshua).

Eight days — o3y miow: Some commentaries ask:
Why couldn't a supply of pure oil have been procured
sooner? They answer that the pure oil came from Tekoa,
in the tribal territory of Asher, in the upper Galilee, and
the round tripfrom Jerusalem took eight days (gebnim).
Others say that all the Jews were ritually impure from
contact with corpses, and therefore they were required
o wait seven days to complete the purification process
(Rabbi Eliyahu Mizrahi).

The nextyear the Sages instituted it and made those

days holidays - vt o D owap MM Mw:

Since there was sufficient oil to burn for one day, the

miracle lasted only seven days. Why, then, is Hanukkah

celebrated for eight days? Many answers have been

suggested. Rabbi Yosef Karo maintained that only one-
eighth of the oil burned on the first day, so it was imme-
diately clear that a miracle had been performed (Beit Yo-
sef). Others explained that, from the outset, the priests

placed only one-gighth of the oil from the cruse in the

candelabrum, and it miraculously burned all day (AMefiri).
Yet others suggested that Hanukkah commemorates

two miracles; first, the discovery of the cruse of pure

oil on the first day, and second, the fact that it fasted

seven additional days (Sheérit Kenesset HaGedola). There

is also an opinion that the eight days commernorate the

reinstitution of the mitzva of circumcision, banned by
the Greeks, which is performed on the eighth day after
birth {Sefer Hattim).
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A deaf-mute - ©1: When the Sages employ the unmodi-
fied term heresh the reference is to one who can neither
hear nor speak. in the talmudic era, one with those dis-
abilities did not, as a rule, have full mental capacity and
was consequently exempt from all mitzvot in the Torah.
However, if he has full mental capacity, he is considered
like anyone else and is obligated (see Tosefot Rabbeinu
Yehuda HaHasid).

As they too were included in that miracle - »7 |1 ww
037 tniea: The Torah principle is that women are exempt
from time-bound positive mitzvot. There are exceptions,
and lighting the Hanukkah lights is amang them.

The phrase: They too were included in that miracle, can
be understood in another way. The miracle was caused
due to the merit of women (Tosafor). Various commentaries
connect the episode of Judith and Holofernes, as well as
the story of Hannah and her seven sons, to the miracle of
Hanukkah. It is thanks to these righteous women that the
miracle of Hanukkah transpired.

Reading the Megilla on Purim and drinking the four cups
of wine at the Passover seder are other exceptions to the ex-
-emption from time-bound positive mitzvot. Esther was the
catalyst for the miracle of Purim. Similarly, the Sages said:
Due to the merit of righteous women, Israel was redeemed
from Egypt (Yalkut Shimoni Psalms 68).

~WALMEA ———
If a deaf-mute, an imbecile, or a minor kindies it...a
woman - TgK... [uR1 MU0 &3 A3 A woman's obliga-
tion to kindle the Hanukkah lights is the same as a mans.
Indeed, a woman may recite the blessings on his behalf
(Magen Avraham). A deaf-mute, an imbecile, or a minor
who kindled the Hanukkah lights accomplished nothing.
Some rule that a minor who reached the age of training is
permitted to kindle Hanukkah lights. However, according
to our custom, where each family member lights Hanuk-
kah lights, a minr who has reached the age of training is
obligated to light (Rema; Rambam Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot
Megilla VaHanukka 4:9; Shulhan Arukh, Orah Hayyim 675:3).

A guest is obligated in lighting the Hanukkah light -
I U3 30 IDK: A guest whose family is not lighting

for him at home s obligated to kindle Hanukkah lights

where he is sleeping, assuming he has a lamp and a sepa-
rate entrance where he could tht. (Mishna Berura). Alter-
natively, he could contribute a peruta to defray the cost
of the light and have the host include him in his lighting

(Rambam Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot Megilla VaHanukka 4:v;

Shulhan Arukh, Orah Hayyim 6772).

And olive oil is the most select - IR e Olive
oil is the preferred oil for kindling lights, especially Hanuk-
kah fights (Rambam ‘Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot Shabbat 51;
Shulhan Arukh, Orah Hayyim 264:6, 673:1).

Al the oils are suitable for making ink - 1 tuown 72
1"-!'7: Ab initio, sacred texts are written with ink made from
either the soot from the smoke of burnt wood or from olls
soaked in gallnut juice (Rambam Sefer Ahava, Hilkhot Tefillin
UMezuza VeSefer Torah 1:4; Shulhan Arukh, Orah Hayyim32:3).

The blessings over the Hanukkah light - ;1 ni312:0n
the first evening of Hanukkah, three blessings are recited:
To light the Hanukkah light; and: Who performed miracles,
and: Who has given us life. On the second night, one recites
the first two blessings. If one did not light, does not plan to
fight, and on whose behalf no one is lighting in his home
sees a burning Hanukkah light, he recites: Who performed
miracles, and: Who has given us life, on the first night. On
all succeeding nights, he recites: Who performed miracles
(Rambam Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot Megilla VaHanukka 3:4;
Shuthan Arukh, Orah Hayyim 676:1-3).

. LAMGUAGE
Host [ushpiza) - WPSYIN: From the Middle Persian aspinj,
meaning hotel or hospitality.

-~

ST iy ng’z‘w 1310%° Ao f And, the Gemara remarks, now that we say that lighting ac-
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deaf-mute," an imbecile, or a minor, all of whom are of limited
intellectual capacity and not obligated in mitzvot, kindled the
Hanukkah light, he did nothing in terms of fulfilling the mitzva,
even ifan adult obligated in mitzvot subsequently set it down in
its appropriate place. That is because placing a lit lamp does not
constitute fulfiliment of the mitzva. The lighting must be per-
formed by a person with full intellectual capacity, obligated in
mitzvot. However, a woman* certainly may light, as Rabbi
Yehoshua ben Levi said: Women are obligated in lighting the
Hanukkah light, as they too were included in that miracle® of
being saved from the decree of persecution.

Rav Sheshet said: A guest is obligated in lighting the Hanuk-
kah light" in the place where he is being hosted. The Gemara
relates that Rabbi Zeira said: At first, when I was studying in
the yeshiva, I would participate with Pperutot, copper coins,
together with the host [ushpiza],' so that I would be a partner
in thelight that he kindled. After I married my wife, I said: Now
Icertainly need not do so because they light on my behalf in
my house.

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: All the oils are suitable for the
Hanukkah lamp, and olive oil is the most select” of the oils,
Abaye said: At first, my Master, Rabba, would seek sesame oil,
as he said: The light of sesame oil lasts longer and does not burn
as quickly as olive oil. Once he heard that statement of Rabbi
Yehoshua ben Levi, he sought olive oil because he said: Its
light is clearer.

On a similar note, Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: All the oils

are suitable for making ink,"® and olive oil is the most select.
A dilemma was raised before the Sages: What was Rabbi Ye-
hoshua ben Levi’s intention: Did he mean that olive oil is the

most select in terms of being the best for use to mix and knead

with the soot produced from a fire in manufacturing ink; or did

he mean for use to smoke, ie., burning olive oil to produce

smoke is the most select method of producing the soot used in
manufacturing ink? Come and hear a resolution to this from that
which Rav Shmuel bar Zutrei taught: All oils are suitable for
ink, and olive oil is the most select, both to knead and to

smoke. Rav Shmuel bar Zutra taught it this way: All types of
smoke are good for ink, and olive oil is the most select. Simi-
larly, Rav Huna said: All saps are good for strengthening the

ink compound, and balsam sap is the best of all.

Rav Hiyya bar Ashi said that Rav said: One who lights a Ha-
nukkah light must recite a blessing. And Rabbi Yirmeya said:
One who sees a burning Hanukkah light must recite a blessing
because the mitzva is not only to kindle the light but to see the

light as well. Therefore, there is room to recite a blessing even

when seeing them, Rav Yehuda said: On the first day of Hanuk-
kah, the one who sees burning lights recites two blessings, and

the one who lights recites three blessings." From there on, from

the second day of Hanukkah, the one who lights recites two

blessings, and the one who sees recites one blessing. The Ge-
mara asks: What blessing does he omit on the other days? The

Gemara answers: He omits the blessing of time: Who has given

us life, sustained us, and brought us to this time. The Gemara asks:

Andletus omit the blessing of the miracle: Who has performed

miracles. The Gemara answers: The miracle is relevant on ail of
the days, whereas the blessing: Who has given us life, is only
pertinent to the first time he performs the mitzva each year.

n

Making ink — #7 ro: In talmudic times, various writing

the smoke of burnt wood or oil. The soot was collected and

utensils and colored inks were used for writing on parchment  mixed with the appropriate quantity of oil. Sometimes sap was
and paper. Black was the most common color of ink. This ink ~ also added to the ink s that it would better adhere to the
was similar to India ink, a thick ink made from the soot of writing surface.
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