From the Dayan’s Desk #99 - #100

Lineage of Kohanim

Questions:

1.

10.

If someone shows up in shul and claims to be a Kohen, and we don’t know anything about him
or his family, do we believe him? Does it matter whether we know him to be Jewish altogether?
Is there a difference between giving him the Kohen Aliyah or duchening? What about believing
him in terms of giving him Pidyon Haben?

Do some Kohanim have a better proof of being a Kohen than others?

If someone who was not known to be a Kohen tells us that he discovered that he is a Kohen, do
we believe him?

What if someone claimed to be a Kohen and was treated like a Kohen for many years, and then
tells us that he was wrong and wants to marry a divorcee or convert?

What is someone is named Cohen or Katz but he tells us that he is not a Kohen and wants to
marry a divorcee or convert?

What is a person did not know he was a Kohen but then discovers that a matzevah of his
paternal grandfather or great grandfather has Kohen hands drawn on it, and/or the Hebrew
appellation HaKohen on the gravestone?

Is there a difference between if a person who discovers he is a Kohen was not married yet or if
he was already married and it is a question of having to divorce his wife who is a divorcee or
convert?

What if there is a long line at a kiddush and a person known as a Kohen says that he should go to
the front of the line and be given the first serving of cholent since he is a Kohen?

Should Kohanim have to undergo a genetic test to ascertain if they have the Kohen gene? What
if a person not known to be a Kohen is found to have the Kohen gene?

If a Kohen wants to marry a woman who is prohibited to a Kohen and “discovers” based on the
testimony of his mother that she was herself prohibited to his father so that he is a “chalal”
permitted to marry a woman prohibited to a Kohen, is such testimony believed?
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