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MI S H N A This mishna determines the times beyond which

the different prayers may not be recited. Accord-
ing to the Rabbis, the morning prayer may be recited until noon.
Rabbi Yehuda says: It may be recited only until four hours after sun-
rise. According to the Rabbis, the afternoon prayer may be recited
until the evening. Rabbi Yehuda says: It may be recited only until the
midpoint of the afternoon [pelag haminha),' i.e., the midpoint of the
period that begins with the sacrifice of the daily afternoon offering and
ends at nightfall, which is the end of the afternoon.

The evening prayer may be recited throughout the night and is not
fixed to a specific hour. According to the Rabbis, the additional prayer
may be recited all day. Rabbi Yehuda says: It may be recited only until
seven hours after sunrise.

G E M A We learned in the mishna that the morning

prayer may be recited only until a few hours
into the day. The Gemara raises a contradiction based on what was
taught in a baraita: The mitzva is to recite the morning Shema with
sunrise so that he will juxtapose redemption, which is mentioned in
the blessings following Shema, to the Amida prayer, which is recited
immediately after sunrise, and find himself praying in the daytime.
Clearly, the time to recite the morning prayer is immediately after sun-
rise.

'The Gemara responds: This baraita does not establish a binding halakha.
Rather, it taught that rule specifically with regard to those who are
scrupulous in fulfillment of mitzvot [vatikin]. As Rabbi Yohanan
said: Vatikin would finish reciting the morning Shema with sunrise,
but those who are not vatikin may recite their prayers later.

'The Gemara asks: Does everyone hold that one may recite the morning
prayer only until noon and no later? Didn’t Rav Mari, son of Rav
Huna, son of Rabbi Yirmeya bar Abba, say that Rabbi Yohanan said:
One who erred and did not recite the evening prayer,” prays in the
morning prayer two Amida prayers; one who erred and did not recite
the morning prayer, prays in the afternoon prayer two Amida prayers?
Apparently, the morning prayer may be recited until the evening, at least
in the event that he forgot to recite it in the morning.

The Gemara answers: Indeed, one may continue praying for the entire

day. However, if he prayed until noon, they give him a reward for recit-
ing the prayer at its appointed time. If he prayed from there on, they
give him a reward for reciting the prayer. They do not give him a re-
ward for reciting the prayer at its appointed time.

On the topic of one who forgot to pray and seeks to compensate for the
prayer that he missed, a dilemma was raised before them in the study
hall: One who erred and did not recite the afternoon prayer, what is
the ruling? May he recite in the evening prayer two Amida prayers?
The Gemara articulates the sides of the dilemma: If you say that one
who erred and did not pray the evening prayer prays in the morning
prayer two Amida prayers, perhaps that is because the evening and the
morning are both part of one day, as it is written: “And there was
evening and there was morning, one day” (Genesis 1:5); the evening
and the following morning constitute a single unit. But here, in the case
under discussion, perhaps prayer is in place of sacrifice. Since in the
case of sacrifice we say, since its day passed, his sacrifice is invalid"
and there is no way to compensate for the missed opportunity, the same
should be true for prayer. Or, perhaps, since prayer is supplication,

SEE—

The time for the morning prayer - @ n'75n iz
Based on an allusion from the verse: “Evening and
morning and at noon will | pray and cry aloud” (Psalms
5518), it is derived that one is obligated to pray three
times daily. The dispute with regard to the morning
prayer is: Until what time is it considered morning
(Sheliltot)?

And since its day passed, his sacrifice is invalid - jy1
2w '7u:\ 2% 1397 From the verse: *To bring forth a
ﬁre-offenng to the Lord a burnt-offering and a meal-
offering, a slaughtered sacrifice and libations, that of
each day on its day” (Leviticus 23:37), it is derived that
a particular day's offering is not acceptable on another
day (Maharshal).

The end of the time for the mornlng prayer — qip
e n'vsn 121 The period during which the morning
prayer may be recited lasts until the end of the fourth
hour or one-third of the day, as per the opinion of Rabbi
Yehuda, since the Gemara ruled in accordance with
his opinion. Ne.vertheless, some of the authorities (Rif,
Rosh) established that one who failed to pray before
that time may, after the fact, pray until midday. The fact
that one is not yet permitted to recite the afternoon
prayer at that time proves that there is still room to
recite the morning prayer (Rambam Sefer Ahava, Hitkhot
Tefilla 3:1; Shulhan Arukh, Orah Hayyim 89:).

One who erred and did not recite the evening
prayer — n’;yHE;@nn K‘?} 1w: One who erred or one
who, due to circumstances beyond his control, failed
to recite the Amida prayer at the appropriate time, may
compensate for his failure after reciting the following
prayer. However, one may not recite the compensatory
prayer on its own, as per the Rashba. This halakha is
in accordance with the statement of .Rabbi Yohanan,
which was universally accepted. There is no distinction
between the various prayers. Even if the prayer that he
missed was the afternoon prayer, he may compensate
for it by reciting the evening prayer twice. The principle:
Since its day passed, his sacrifice is invalid, does not
apply here (Rambam Sefer Ahava, Hilkhot Tefilla 3:8-9;
Shulhan Arukh, Orah Hayyim 1081-2, 2342).

The midpoint of the afternoon {pelag hamin
hal - nmaan .\'y: This is based on the biblical term bein
ha'arbayim. In rabbinic literature, this refers to the time
between two definitions of evening. One definition of
evening is the time that the sun begins to tend west
ward, which begins a half-hour after noon, six-and:
a-half hours into the.day. Absolute evening is sunset
Bein ha'arbayim is the midpoint between these two
evenings. Here there is another sense of evening, the
time when the daily evening offering is sacrificed. This
is approximately halfway between noon and sunset
nine-and-a-half hours into the day. Based on that defi
nition of evening, bein ha'arbayim is the midpoint be
tween that time and sunset. The Gemara refers to this
as the second midpoint of minha.
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The Gemara raises a contradiction to the above conclusion from the Toseffa:
One who erred and did not mention the might of the rains:" He makes

the wind blow and rain fall in the second blessing of the Amida, the blessing
on the revival of the dead, and one who erred and failed to recite the re-
quest for rain in the ninth blessing of the Amida, the blessing of the years,"

we require him to return to the beginning of the prayer and repeat it.
However, one who erred and failed to recite havdala in the blessing: Who

graciously grants knowledge," we do not require him to return to the

beginning of the prayer and repeat it, as he can recite havdala over the cup

of wine, independent of his prayer. This contradiction was not resolved and

remains difficult.

The dispute between the Rabbis and Rabbi Yehuda with regard to the times
beyond which the different prayers may not be recited is rooted in a pro-
found disagreement, also manifest in a later amoraic dispute. It was stated:
Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi Hanina, said: The practice of praying three
times daily is ancient, albeit not in its present form; prayers were instituted
by the Patriarchs. However, Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said that the
prayers were instituted based on the daily offerings™ sacrificed in the
Holy Temple, and the prayers parallel the offerings, in terms of both time
and characteristics.

The Gemara comments: It was taught in a baraits in accordance with the

opinion of Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi Hanina, and it was taught in a ba-
raita in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi. The

Gemara elaborates: It was taught in a baraita in accordance with the opin-
ion of Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi Hanina: Abraham instituted the morn-
ing prayer, as it is stated when Abraham came to look out over Sodom the

day after he had prayed on its behalf: “And Abraham rose early in the

morning to the place where he had stood before the Lord” (Genesis 19:27),
and from the context as well as the language utilized in the verse, the verb

standing means nothing other than prayer, as this language is used to

describe Pinehas’ prayer after the plague, as it is stated: “And Pinehas stood

up and prayed and the plague ended” (Psalms 106:30). Clearly, Abraham

was accustomed to stand in prayer in the morning,

Isaac instituted the afternoon prayer, ds it is stated: “And Isaac went out
to converse {lasuah] in the field toward evening” (Genesis 24:63), and

‘conversation means nothing other than prayer, as it is stated: “A prayer

of the afflicted when he is faint and pours out his complaint [siho] before
the Lord” (Psalms 102:1). Obviously, Isaac was the first to pray as evening
approached, at the time of the afternoon prayer.

Jacob instituted the evening prayer, as it is stated: “And he encountered

(vayifga] the place and he slept there for the sun had set” (Genesis 28:11).
The word encounter means nothing other than prayer, as it is stated when
God spoke to Jeremiah: “And you, do not pray on behalf of this nation
and do not raise on their behalf song and prayer, and do not encounter
(tifga] Me for I do not hear you” (Jeremiah 7:16). Jacob prayed during the
evening, after the sun had set.

And it was taught in a baraita in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi
Yehoshua ben Levi that the laws of prayer are based on the laws of the
daily offerings: Why did the Rabbis say that the morning prayer may be
recited until noon? Because, although the daily morning offering is typi-
cally brought early in the morning, it may be sacrificed until noon. And
Rabbi Yehuda says: My opinion, that the morning prayer may be recited
until four hours into the day, is because the daily morning offering is
sacrificed until four hours.

And why did the Rabbis say that the afternoon prayer may be recited
until the evening? Because the daily afternoon offering is sacrificed
until the evening. Rabbi Yehuda says that the afternoon prayer may be
recited only until the midpoint of the afternoon because, according to his
opinion, the daily afternoon offering is sacrificed until the midpoint of
the afternoon.

And why did they say that the evening prayer is not fixed? Because the
burning of the limbs and fats of the offerings that were not consumed by
the fire on the altar until the evemng They remamed on the altar and were

~ - . .1 L S, APy

Onewho erred and dnd not mention the
might of the rains — ntnas vt 89
s One who neglected to recite: He

makes the winds blow and the rain fall, in

the blessing: Who revives the dead; in the

winter, he is required to repeat the Amida

prayer, in accordance with the uncontest-
ed Tosefta. However, if he mentioned: He

causes the dew to fall, he is not required

to repeat the Amida prayer (Rambam Sefer
Ahava, Hilkhot Tefilla 10:8; Shulhan Arukh,
Orah Hayyim 14:5).

One who erred and did not mention the
request for rain in the blessing of the
years — N213a foww. i ¥ wy
ot One who erroneously did not re-
cite the request for rain in the blessing of
the years during the winter, is required to
repeat the Amida prayer even if he recited
a request for dew (Rambam Sefer Ahava,
Hilkhot Tefilla 1exg; Shuthan Arukh, Orah
Hayyim 117:4).

One who erred and failed to recite
havdala in the blessing: Who graciously
grants knowledge - .. 131 ¥ nyw
nyTpina nYI3: Hoe who neglected to
reglte havdala in the blessing: Who gra-
ciously grants knowledge, in the evening
prayer at the conclusion of Shabbat, need
not repeat the Amida prayer because he
has the opportunity to recite it on a cup of
wine (Rambam Sefer Ahava, Hilkhot Tefilla
10014; Shuthan Arukh, Orah Hayyim 20477).

Prayers were instituted based on the
daily offerings — Dipm pran 1333 niven:
Ultimately, it was determined that the
Sages instituted prayer based on the daily
offerings. Consequently, several elements
that apply to the halakhot of offerings
apply to prayer as well, i.e,, establishing
a fixed place to pray, the capacity of im-
proper thought to invalidate prayer, etc.
Although the Talmud cites proof in support
of both amoraic opinions, since the Ge-
mara raised a challenge to the opinion of
Rabbi Yosei son of Rabbi Hanina from the
baraita supporting the opinion of Rabbi
Yehoshua ben Levi, apparently that is the
preferred opinion (Kesef Mishne, who dis:
agrees with Lehem Mishne; Rambam Sefer
Ahava, Hilkhot Tefilla 1:5-6).

Prayers were instituted based on the
daily offerings — Dupn P1an Tass nibom:
Some explain that this means that prayers
were instituted by the Sages after the
destruction of the Temple to replace the
offerings. However, these prayers were al
ready extant throughout the Second Tem
ple era with virtually the same formula that
was instituted later, with certain known
differences. Furthermore, there were al
ready synagogues at that time, some ever
in close proximity to the Temple. The dis
pute in this case is whether the prayers
were instituted to parallel the offerings, o1
whether the prayers have an independen
source, unrelated to the Temple Service.
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M I SH N A The appointed priest said to the other

priests:" Go out and observe if it is day
and the time for slaughter has arrived.” If the time has arrived, the
observer says: There is light [barkai].\ Matya ben Shmuel says"
that the appointed priest phrased his question differently: Is the
entire eastern sky illuminated even to Hebron?" And the ob-
server says: Yes. And why did they need to ascertain whether
or not it is day, which is typically evident to all? It was necessary,
as once, the light of the moon rose, and they imagined that

The time for slaughtering the daily morning offering - =it
ne '71? R A The time for slaughtering the daly
morning offering is after the entire eastern sky is illuminated
but before sunrise (Rambam Sefer Avoda, Hilkhot Temidin
UMusafin1:2).

Anyone who covers his legs...and anyone who urinates -
00 71 53)...¥5 Mg Jom Y2: One who defecates must
immerse thereafter before performing the Temple service.
One who urinates requires sanctification of the hands and

AP TR NG MY, T

feet (Rambam Sefer Avoda, Hilkhot Biat HaMikdash 55).
A w3

the eastern sky was illuminated with sunlight, and they slaugh-
tered the daily offering before its appropriate time. The animal
was later taken out to the place designated for burning and burned
because it was slaughtered too early. In order to prevent similar
errors in the future, the Sages instituted that they would carefully
assess the situation until they were certain that it was day.

':Q_"j B |

Light [barkai] - K13 According to most commentaries,
this term means glow or shine. Others maintain that itis the
name of a certain star,

After the priests announced the start of the day, they led the High
Priest down to the Hall of Immersion. The Gemara comments:
This was the principle in the Temple: Anyone who covers his legs,
a euphemism for defecating, requires immersion afterward; and
anyone who urinates” requires sanctification of the hands and
feet with water from the basin afterward.
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- NOTES
The appointed priest said to the priests — g ng‘g e
According to Rashi, Rabbeinu Yehonatan, and others, the ap-
pointed priest mentioned throughout is the deputy High Priest.
Other commentaries, however, say that an official was appoint-
ed specifically for the tasks of performing the lotteries and
overseeing the order of the Temple service (Tosafot Yeshanim).

The observer says there is light — P2 LI i The
author of the Mefi explains that the individual standing on
the roof and observing the sky wds Gevini the Crier. He was the
one who pronounced: There s light. In the Jerusalem Talmud,
the question is raised: How could they rely on a single witness
in a matter of ritual law, i, whether the time had arrived to
slaughter the daily morning offering? The answer there is that
inamatter that will ultimately be revealed, the testimony of a
single witness is accepted. He knows that if he lies, the lie will
be revealed, which ensures that he will tell the truth,

Matya ben Shmuef says - i Saera 43 wm: There is a e s e ety

dispute with regard to the identity of Matya ben Shmuel.
Some explain that Matya ben Shmuel is the name of a tanna,
who Is expressing his opinion with regard to the exchange in
the Temple (Rambam; Rashi). Others explain that Matya ben
Shmuel was the official in charge of the lotteries in the Temple,
as explained in tractate Shekalim. According to that explana-
tion, this is not 2 second opinion cited in the mishna but a
<ontinuation of the description of the exchange in the Temple.
After the observer said that there is light, Matya ben Shmuel
asked whether the eastern sky is illuminated even to Hebron
(Tosafot Yeshanim),
Even to Hebron iMan3w T: Rashi explains that the observer
had to see the light even in Hebron. The author of the Meri
explains that he vas asked whether it was light enough to see
Hebron in the distance, which was impossible by moonlight
alone. Everyone agrees that the question was posed specifi-
€ally about Hebron in order to evake the merit of the Patriarchs
buried there in the Cave of Machpelah (Jerusalemn Talmud).

Herodian-¢ra structure at the site of the Cave of Machpelah
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The entire day is a valid time - w3 o '7.3: The ques-
ffon has been raised: Since the point of this mishna is to
ist the mitzvot that must be done only during the day, in
what way does it differ from the previous mishna, in which
1 completely different list was given for the same category
»f mitzvot? Some answer that with regard to the mitzvot
isted in the previous mishna, eg., immersing and sprinkling,
ithough their set time arrives during the day, if they are
rerformed after that set time, the obligation is nevertheless
Jlfilled. The items listed in this mishna, however, must be
rerformed not only during the day, but on a particular day
Veiri; Tiferet Yisrael).

It appears that Rashi alludes to the question as well, as
t the beginning of the mishna he mentions the principle
1at it is proper to perform a daytime mitzva as early in the
1orning as possible. This is in contrast to those procedures
rentioned in the previous mishna, such as immersion, with
'gard to which it is sometimes preferable to perform them
recifically late in the day (see Penei Yehoshua and Tures Even).
ashba cites Rabbeinu Tam, who also asks why the mishna
d not mention the cases in the previous mishna, but the
Jestion is left unanswered.

Some early commentaries write that when the mishna
¥gins its list with reading the Megilla, which was enumer-
ed first in the previous mishna, it means; The reading of
& Megilla and all the subsequent cases specified along
thitinthe previous mishna (Ra'avya; Ritva; Meiri). Another
lestion is raised with regard to the mishna as well: Why
2 certain other procedures that must also be performed
ring the day, e.g., the observation of signs of leprosy and
1dering judgment, omitted from its list? The answer to this
pears to be that the mishna refies on the principle stated
the end of the list and consequently did not list each case

name (see Ritva).

2order of the mishna - TWBTY7L: Some commentaries
2mpt to explain the order of the items on this seemingly
dom list: The reading of the Megilla is mentioned first
;ause it is the main topic of this tractate, Afterward it lists
ermitzvot, such as shofar and lulav, that, like the Megilla,
performed in the course of the prayers. The additional
yer Is listed before the additional offering, although in
:the former s a derivative of the latter, because the tanna
1ted 1o give precedence to the jtem that is a rabbinic
ctment rather than an explicit mitzva by Torah law. Some
7s are arranged in accordance with their appearance
1e Torah, such as the confession over the bulls, which
:edes the confession of Yom Kippur. The end of the list
Is with those actions that are not related to offerings
are not mitzvot, but rather are acts that are undertaken
xctify a defective situation such as ritual impurity. The

item is the purificaticn of the leper, because the tanna
ted to end with the subject of purification (Tosefot Yo
ddderet Eliyahu).
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Rather, Rabbi Zeira said: We derive this halakha from here, as it@

is stated: “So we labored in the work; and half of them held the

spears from the rising of the morning till the stars appeared”-

(Nehemiah 4:15), where “rising of the morning” means daybreak,
and the next verse states: “So that in the night they maybe a guard
to us; and labor in the day” (Nehemiah 4:16). This demonstrateg
that the day begins with the dawn.

The Gemara clarifies Rabbi Zeira's statement: What need is there
for the additional verse introduced by the words “and it states”?
Why does the first proof-text not suffice? The Gemara explains: The
second verse comes to deflect the following possible objection: You
might say that even after “the rising of the morning” it is not yet
considered day, and that from the time when the sun sets it is
already considered night, and in this particular incident it happened
that they began their work early, before the official beginning of
daytime, and remained working late, after the official end of day-
time, Therefore, Rabbi Zeira continued and said: Come and hear
that which is stated if the next verse: “So that in the night they
may be a guard to us; and labor in the day” The entire time during

which they worked is referred to as “day,” which proves that the day '

begins at daybreak.

M I S H N A Although it is preferable to fulfill a particular

day’s mitzva at the earliest possible hour, the
entire day is a valid time" for reading the Megilla;" for reciting
hallel;" for sounding the shofar” on Rosh HaShana; for taking the
Iulav™ and the other species on Sukkot; for the additional prayer"
recited on Shabbat and other occasions; and for the additional
offerings sacrificed in the Temple on these occasions."

And the entire day is also a valid time for the confession over the
bulls" brought by the Sanhedrin or by the High Priest to atone
for mistakes they had made in their instruction to the people; for
the declaration made on the last day of Passover in the fourth and
seventh year of the Sabbatical cycle, stating that one’s obligations
with regard to tithes" have been properly fulfilled (see Deuteron-
omy 26:12-15); and for the confession of sins made by the High
Priest on Yom Kippur over the special offerings brought on that
day

VaHanukka 3:9).

Reading the Megilla during the day - pia TI'?’;I;JU TrIp: One
is obligated to read the Megilla during the day, and its time
extends from sunrise until sunset. If one is delayed until after
sunset he should read without the blessing (Arukh HaShulhan;
Mishna Berura; Shulhan Arukh, Orah Hayyim 687:1).

The time for hallel - Yzt yor: It is permitted to say hallel
throughout the day (Rambam Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot Megilla

The time for sounding the shofar — i@ R ot The time
for sounding the shofar on Rosh HaShana is during the day,
from sunrise to sunset. However, the Sages instituted that the
shofar should be blown before and during the additional prayer
for Rosh HaShana. Even if one blows or hears the shofar in pri-
vate, he should try to arrange for it to be done at the same time
the congregation blows the shofar in the synagogue (Mishna
Berura; Shuthan Arukh, Orah Hayyim 5882).

The time for the taking the fulav - :'3%'7 n'?pg 121 One may
take the /ufav anytime during the day. If he does not take the
lufav on the first day of Sukkot until after sunset, he should take
it at that time, without reciting the blessing (Magen Avraham).
Some say that this should be done on the other the days of
Sukkot as well (Mishna Berura). On-the seventh day of Sukkot
and on Friday, however, the Julav should not be handled at all
after sunset (Kaf HaHayyim; Shulhan Arukh, Orah Hayyim 652:1).

The time for the additional prayer - popyaz Mo par: The pre-
ferred time for the additional prayer is immediately following
the morning prayer, and it should not be delayed longer than

(Shulhan Arukh, Orah Hayyim 286:1),

acceptable for many acts associated with offerings: leaning
on the offerings, slaughtering, pinching the necks of the bird' -
offerings, burning the fistful of flour on the altar, bringing.
near a meal-offering to the altar, sprinkling the blood, waving,
scooping out a fistful from meal-offerings, and sacrificing the:
additional offering. Nevertheless, it is preferable to do these:
mitzvot as early in the day as possible (Rambam Sefer Avoat
Hilkhot Ma'aseh HaKorbanot 4:6). .
The time for confession over the bulls — o s et Thf’,

entire day is acceptable for the confession over the Yom K"PP”_'.'
bull as well as for the confession over the sin-offering bU"S._ ]
that are burned (Rambam Sefer Avoda, Hilkhot Avodat Yo
HaKippurim 2:7).

The time for declaration with regard to tithes - 1w #™MER
The declaration with regard to the tithes must be done dun_._ 3
the day, and may be done at any time throughout the @
(Rambam Sefer Zera'im, Hitkhot Ma'aser Sheni 11:4).

the seventh hour of the day, i.e., one hour after noon, ab initio;
however, it may be said at any time during the day if necessary.

The time for the offerings — niazyipi o1 The entire day is =

-
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The entire day is also a valid time for placing bands on the head of
an offering; for slaughtering an offering; for waving those offerings
that require waving in the Temple; for bringing meal-offerings near
to the altar; for scooping out a fistful of flour from a meal-offering
in order to burn it on the altar; and for burning the fistful of flour
on the altar; for pinching the necks of the turtledoves and young
pigeons sacrificed as offerings in the Temple; and for receiving the
blood of an offering in a vessel; and for sprinkling blood on the
altar and on the curtain separating between the Holy and the Holy
of Holies.

And the entire day is also a valid time for giving a woman suspected
by her husband of having been unfaithful [sota] to drink" from
the bitter waters (see Numbers 5:11-31); for breaking the neck
of the heifer" as part of the procedure followed when a corpse
is found outside a town and it is not known who caused his death
(see Deuteronomy 21:1-9); and for all the stepsin the purification
process of the leper (see Leviticus 14:1-20).4

Correspondingly, all the mitzvot that must be performed at night
may be performed anytime during the night: The entire nightis a
valid time for reaping the omer" of barley on the night following
the first day of Passover, for burning the fats* of offerings that had
been brought during the preceding day, and for burning the limbs
of burnt-offerings. This is the principle: Something that it is a
mitzva to perform during the day is valid if performed anytime
during the entire day;" something that it is a mitzva to perform at
night is valid if performed anytime during the entire night.

G E M ARA The SSemara asks: From vyhere do we
_ derive that these mitzvot were commanded
to be performed specifically during the day? With regard to reading
the Megilla, the verse states: “That these days should be remem-
bered" and kept” (Esther 9:28). For reciting the hallel, the proof
is from that which is written in hallel: “From the rising of the sun
to iits setting, the Lord’s name is to be praised” (Psalms 113:3). Rabbi
Yosei said: The proof is from another verse in hallel: “This is the
day that the Lord has made” (Psalms 118:24), implying that it is to
be recited during the day and not at night.

And daytime is the time for taking the lulav, as it is written: “And
you shall take for yourselves on the first day the fruit of a beautiful
tree, branches of a date palm, and boughs of a dense-leaved tree,
and willows of the brook” (Leviticus 23:40). Daytime is also the
time for sounding the shofar, as it is written: “It is a day of sound-
ing the shofar to you” (Numbers 29:1). Likewise, the time for the
additional offerings" is day, as it is written with regard to these
offerings: “To sacrifice an offering made by fire to the Lord, a burnt-
offering, and a meal-offering, a sacrifice, and libations, each on its
own day” (Leviticus 23:37). And this is also so for the additional
prayer, because the Sages made it equivalent to those additional
offerings.

And daytime is the time for the confession over the bulls, as this
is derived by way of a verbal analogy between one instance of atone-
ment in this context and another instance of atonement in the
context of Yom Kippur. As it is taught in a baraits with regard
to Yom Kippur, the verse states: “And Aaron shall present the bull
of the sin-offering that is his, and atone for himself and for his
household” (Leviticus 16:11). The verse speaks of atonement
achieved through words, i.e., the atonement here is not referring to
the sacrifice of offerings and the sprinkling of blood, but rather to
atonement achieved through confession. And the atonement of
Yom Kippur is only during the day, as it is written: “For on that
day will He atone for you” (Leviticus 16:30). Just as the atonement
on Yom Kippur must take place during the day, so must the other
cases of atonement, over other bulls brought as sin-offerings, take

nlaca drvine tha daer

The time for giving a woman suspected by her hus
band of having been unfaithful [sota) to drink - =it
T W The sota is given the mixture to drink
during the day. This may be done at any time through-
out the day (Rambam Sefer Nashim, Hilkhot Sota 4:2).

The time for breaking the neck of the heifer - o
7237 Ngry: The breaking of the heifer’s neck is
done only during the day. It may be done at any time
throughout the day (Rambam Sefer Nezikim, Hilkhot
Rotze'ah UShmirat HaNefesh 10:5).

The time for the purification process of the leper -
317 7R 11: The entire day Is acceptable for the
purification ceremony of the leper; it may be per-
formed at any time throughout the day (Rambam
Sefer Tahara, Hilkhot Tumat Tzara'at 11:3).

The time for reaping the omer - W R it
is permitted to reap the omer throughout the night; if
it was reaped during the day it is also valid (Rambam
Sefer Avoda, Hilkhot Temidin UMusafin 7:7).

The time for burning the fats — n’;'gq myptmiThe
fats of the offerings and the limbs of burnt-offerings
may be burned throughout the night (Rambam Sefer
Avoda, Hilkhot Ma'aseh HaKorbanot 4:6).

= oA
A mitzva to perform during the day is valid if per-
formed anytime during the entire day - imyaw 121
[=1in] '7; T3 oka: This halakha does not apply to those
actions to which a specific time of day was set, such
as the Paschal offering and the daily offering (Ritva).

That these days should be remembered - o
onsn n’;?z:s;l: In the Jerusalem Talmud this is derived
from a different verse: "On the day that the enemies
of the Jews hoped to have rule over them” (Esther 9:1),

The additional offerings - popma: The question may
be raised: As the time for the additional offering is after
the daily morning offering until the daily afternoon
offering, its time is not the entire day. One answer is
that theoretically its time is the entire day, but there
are external factors that limit the application of this
extended time frame. Another possibility is that the
additional offering may indeed be valid after the fact
ifit is brought at any time during the day (Rashba).
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Y HALAKHIC PROBLEMS

shipper may cease to pray entirely unless a minvan is readily accessible.
The marginal worshipper who attends Synagogue in order to recite kaddish,
or only on special occasions, will find that even these tenuous links with
Jewish observance are severed. It is little wonder, then, that leading rab-
binic authorities have devoted much time and effort to delineating the vao-
cedures to be followed so that the maximum possible number of people be
enabled to pray with a minyan each morning,

The halakhic problems attendant upon the recitation of prayers at an
early hour are by no means new. Although sources and precedents are
readily available, and perhaps precisely because of the accessibility of this
material, a comprehensive treatment of the question does not appear in
responsa literature until comparatively recent times. It is interesting to note
that a large number of the previously published responsa .dealing with this

with regard’ to how such individuals should be guided. The response ap-
pears as a foreword preceding the preface to the first volume of Rabbi

Hollander, then living in Israel, found that the work schedule in certain
areas, presumably dictated by reasons of climate, presented similar prob-
lems with regard to morning prayers. Thereupon, Rabbi Hollander again
m:GB.mnoa queries to the Slufzker Rav, the late Rabbi Zalman Sorotzkin,
and to the Chief Rabbinate of Israel. Rabbi Sorotzkin’s reply -appears in
his Moznayim la-Mishpat, no. 3, while the responses of various members
of the Israeli rabbinate, as well as his own reply, were published by Rabbi
Kasriel Tchursh in his Keter Efrayim, no. 21. Additional brief items
dealing with this topic were collected by Rabbi Chananyah Yom Tov

~
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Deutsch and published in his Taharat Yom Tov, VII, 85-96.* The im-
Plementation of daylight saving time on a year-round basis in 1974 oc-
casioned an article by Rabbi Moses: Feinstein which appears in the third
of a series of publications entitled Le-Torak ve-Hora’ah (Winter 5734),
published by Rabbi Feinstein’s Ber Medrash le-Torah ve-Hora’ah. In ad-
dition, two mimeographed pamphlets recently appeared which are designed
to serve as practical guides for meeting these problems. These brochures
also contain tables giving the proper time for donning the zalit, recitation
of shema and shemoneh esreh, etc., for each day of the year. The first of
these pamphlets was authored by Rabbi Aryeh Katz of Mesivta Torah Vo-
daath; the second, by Rabbi Mordecai Willig, is a publication of the Stu-
dent Organization of Yeshiva University.

1. Shemoneh Esreh

Shulhan Arukh, Orah Hayyim 89:1, declares that, under ordinary cir-
cumstances, shemoneh esreh should not be recited prior to sunrise, but adds
that if the morning prayer is recited any time after “the face of the
East is illuminated”—he’ir pnei ha-mizrah—the obligation with regard to
morning prayer is discharged thereby and the prayer need not be repeated
at a later hour. Some authorities (including Eliyahu Rabbah, Matteh
Yehudah, Shenot Eliyahu of R. Elijah of Vilna and Derekh ha-Hayyim)
maintain that under no circumstances may shemoneh esreh be recited at
an earlier hour. Other authorities (including Magen Avraham, Pri Hadash,
and Pri Megadim) disagree and maintain that in cases of necessity momn-
ing prayers may be recited as carly as alot ha-shahar—“the crack of
dawn.’’2 ‘

The determination of the phenomenon constituting alot ha-shahar and
the precise time at which it occurs is a matter of considerable dispute. It
is accepted that alot ha-shahar precedes sunrise by a period of time equi-
valent to the length of time it would take an average person to walk a dis-
tance of four mil. There is, however, some disagreement with regard to how
long a period of time is necessary in order to traverse a distance of four
mil by foot. Some authorities maintain that the period of time required to
travel a single mil is 24 minutes (Rambam and Bertinoro in thejr respec-
tive commentaries on the Mishnah, Pesahim 3:2; Pri Hadash, Kuntres
de-Bei Shimsha; Shulhan Arukh ha-Rav, Orah Hayyim 459:10). Others

1. q also R. Yekutiel Yehudah Greenwald, Ozar Nehmad, pp. 14-21.
2. For a definition of glor ha-shahar, see Bi'ur Halakhah, Orah Hayyim 89: 1,
and cf. Bi'ur Halakhah, Orah Hayim 58:4; see also Ozar Nehmad, pp. 14f.
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maintain that the period of time defined as a shi‘ur mil is 22.5 minutes
(Hok Ya‘akov, Orah Hayyim 459:10; Bi’'ur ha-Gra and Bi’ur Halakhah,
Orah Hayyim 459:2; Teshuvor ‘Hatam Sofer, Orah Q@Eﬂ no. 80). Yet
others maintain that this period is only 18 minutes in length (Temumnat ha-
Deshen, no. 167; Shulhan Arukh, Orah Hayyim 459:2 and Yoreh De‘ah
%“9 Rema, Yoreh De‘ah 261:1). The time of alot ha-shahar, which is
reckoned as Preceding sunrise by the length of time necessary to walk a dis-
tance of four mil, would thus Occur, according to these respective opinions,
96 minutes, 90 minutes, or 72 minutes prior to sunrise. Contemporary prac-
tice, at least for purposes of stringency (le-humra), is based on the cal-
culation of the shi‘ur mil as 18 minutes. [There is general agreement that
alot ha-shahar occurs at a time equivalent to the shi‘ur of four mil prior to
sunrise. There should be no confusion between the determination of alot
ha-shahar and zet §L8§a<§|l&m§ as heralded by the appearance of
stars. The exact time of zet ha-kokhavim is the subject of a celebrated con-
troversy between Rabbenu Tam and the Ge’onim. Rabbenu Tam maintains
that zet ha-kokhavim occurs at a time equivalent to the shi‘ur of four mil
following sunset, while the Ge’onim maintain that this phenomenon occurs
at-a:time equivalent to the shi‘ur of three-fourths of a mil after sunset.]
A further complication is introduced by yet another controversy. There
is a-dispute as to whether the period of four mil is standard-in the sense
that alot ha-shahar is universally deemed to occur a given number of
minutes before sunrise, regardless of the locale or the season of the year,
or whether the precise determination varies according:to seasonal astrono-
mical conditions. According to the latter view, the time span of four mil,
which is given as the means of determining the moment of aloz ha-shahar,
applies only when the day and night are equal in length; the exact moment
of alot ha-shahar fluctuates in.accordance with the season and is closer to
sunrise during the winter period, when the period of daylight is shorter,
and earlier in the summer, when the daylight hours are longer. ‘Accordingly,
72 minutes is not a fixed time span for the determination of alot ha-shahar,
but should be understood as the equivalent of one-tenth of the period of
daylight when the day is exactly 12 hours in length (sha‘ot zemaniyot).
Accordingly, alot ha-shahar would be ascertained for other times during
the year by calculating one-tenth of the time period spanned by sunrise
and sunset on any given date. Alot ha-shahar occurs on that day at a time
earlier to sunrise equivalent to one-tenth of the time between sunrise and
sunset. [According to the authorities who reckon four mil as 90 minutes,
the 90. minute period between alor ha-shahar and sunrise -is equivalent to
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one-eighth of the day when the day is 12 hours in length. A corresponding
fraction may be calculated for those who reckon the interval as 96 min-
utes.] Accordingly, it has been argued by some that alot ha-shahar occurs
much less than 72 minutes prior to sunrise during the winter months when
the period of daylight is relatively shorter. However, it would appear that
if the shi‘ur of four mil is not a fixed one, but fluctuates proportionately
in accordance with the relative period of daylight, it may be assumed that
the measurement is not .an arbitrary one, but that -the proportionate cal-
culation reflects the thesis that the appearance of a certain level of illumj-
nation marks the beginning of the “day.” Thus the number of minutes
prior to sunrise at which such a degree of illumination is reached varies
according to the season. However, it also follows that not only seasonal
variations must be considered in-calculating the moment at which such
illumination occurs but that other astronomical factors must be weighed as
well. It is empirically observable that the length of twilight increases in
accordance with distance from the equator. Darkness falls very quickly in
the tropics, whereas the period of dusk is of a much greater duration in
the northern regions. At our latitude, this phenomenon has the effect of
canceling any diminution of the shi‘ur of four mil which might be anti-
cipated in light of the shorter span of daylight during the winter months.
This was clearly recognized by R. Elijah of Vilna who writes, “. .. in our
countries it [the period of twilight] is not equal in all latitudes and at all
times” (Bi'ur ha-Gra, Orah Hayyim 459:2). Citing this source, Biur
Halakhah, Orah Hayyim 261:2, writes: “For the shi‘urim of the Gemara
were set only for' the latitude of Babylonia; however, in our countries ex-
tending to the north, twilight is always of greater duration.”

According to calculations made a number of years ago by a group of
graduate students at Beth Medrash Elyon in which this writer participated,
the time of alot ha-shahar in New York City fluctuates between-80 and 111
minutes prior to sunrise. In preparing these calculations, this group was
guided by information received from the United States Naval Observatory.
Subsequently there appeared a comprehensive work by Professor Leo Levi,
entitled Jewish Chrononomy—_Zemanei ha-Yom be-Halakhah, in which
virtually identical tabulations of the time of alot ha-shahar may be found.
According to Professor Levi, the degree of illumination manifest 72 minutes
before sunrise in Israel and Babylonia on the date of the equinox is reached
in New York City no later than 80 minutes prior to sunrise and, on some
occasions during the year, as early as 109 minutes before sunrise.

On the basis of these calculations, it follows that acceptance of the posi--
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tion that the four mil are to be measured in sha‘ot zemaniyot does not
lead to the conclusion that alot ha-shahar occurs even later (in the United
States) than 72 minutes prior to sunrise. On the contrary, acceptance of
this position yields the conclusion that alot ha-shahar occurs at a some-
what earlier hour, ’ :
Although their opinion is rejected by all codifiers of Halakhah, classical
as well as modern, three early authorities do maintain that shemoneh esreh
may be recited even before alot ha-shahar. Rashi, Berakhot 30a, Rabad,
cited in Sefer Hashlamah, Berakhot 24, and Raban, no. 176, permit a
person about to embark upon a journey to pray before alot ha-shahar.
Curiously, however, these authorities fail to specify how much earlier one
may do so. Rabbi Sorotzkin, in analyzing the rationale underlying this
view, raises the obvious question that since the morning service parallels
the regular morning sacrifice offered in the Temple in times of old, it would
stand to reason that the time ordained for shaharit prayers should not be
earlier than the earliest moment at which the morning sacrifice could be
offered in the Temple. Since the korban tamid may not be sacrificed before
the alot ha-shahar, it should follow that shaharit may also not be recited
earlier than the alot ha-shahar. Rabbi Sorotzkin, in an attempt to resolve
this difficulty, points out that the daily ritual in the Temple actually com-
menced with the terumat ha-deshen—the removal of the ashes which ac-
cumulated during the night as a result of the burning of the previous day’s

sacrifices. This took place much earlier than the offering of the morning’

sacrifice. Ordinarily this task was performed at the time of keri’at ha-gever
(variously defined in Yoma 20b as the “crowing of the rooster” or as the
“call of the man” summoning the officiants to commence the Temple
rites), but on Yom Kippur, when the entire sacrificial order was carried
out by the High Priest alone, ferumat ha-deshen was performed at mid-
night. Hence, concludes Rabbi Sorotzkin, the aforementioned authorities
presumably reasoned that the morning prayer may be recited as early as
wro hour at which the sacrificial rites of the new day began in the Temple,
1.€., at midnight. Rabbi Sorotzkin cautions, however, that the opinion of
these authorities may be relied upon only under conditions of emergency
which render prayer later in the day an absolute impossibility. Rabbi So-
rotzkin adds that, even in such situations, since the view that shemoneh
esreh may be recited before the alot ha-shahar is rejected by all authori-
ties. other than those earlier named, the individual offering such
a prayer should mentally stipulate that if the time for the obliga-
tory morning prayer has indeed not arrived (as is the opinion of the

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME AND MORNING- PRAYER 239

vast majority of halakhic authorities). his prayer be accounted a “volun-
tary” one. Accordingly, as is the rule with regard to all “voluntary”
prayers, prayer under such conditions should include a personal supplica-
tion which is not an integral part of the formal liturgy. It further follows
that such prayers may be offered only privately but not publicly with a
minyan since Halakhah makes no provision for a “voluntary” communal
recitation of shemoneh esreh. When this procedure. is followed, the reading
of the shemna should be repeated later in the day, some time after the earli-
est time that keri’at shema may properly be recited; i.e., after it has become
light enough to recognize a casual friend at a distance of four cubits (see
Orah Hayyim 58:1 and 58:4). Rabbi Sorotzkin states emphatically that
this procedure may be followed only in situations similar to those prevail-
ing in Iron Curtain countries where the authorities will not permit prayer
in places of employment. Otherwise, prayers should be recited during a
break in the work schedule even if, as a result, the individual will be ex-
posed to ridicule and derision. Despite these stringent limits upon the ap-
plicability of his ruling, Rabbi Sorotzkin stipulates that, even in cases of
emergency, his ruling should not be followed in practice unless at least two
other rabbinic authorities signify their assent. It may be noted that Rabbi
Walkin fails to concur in this decision, and in his reply rules that under
absolutely no condition may the shemoneh esreh be recited before alot
ha-shahar. .

Rabbi Sorotzkin’s advice with regard to a mental stipulation to the effect
that the shemonel esreh be deemed a “voluntary” prayer is disputed in an
opinion written by Rabbi D. Rosenthal and cited in Keter Efrayim, pp.
330-31. A similar course of action was rejected by Hayyei Adam at a
much earlier date. Earlier authorities had suggested that a person who is
in doubt as to whether or not he has recited one of the obligatory daily
prayers might repeat the shemoneh esreh with the stipulation that, in the
event that he had not prayed earlier, the present shemoneh esreh be
deemed a fulfillment of his statutory obligation, but in the event that he
had in fact already prayed and had thereby discharged his obligation, the

new prayer be accounted a “voluntary” one. Hayyei Adam 27:17 rules

(154

that this position is not viable and maintains that since we, “in our day,”
are incapable of proper kavanah (concentration), one should not recite a
“voluntary” shemoneh -esreh prayer. According to Hayyei Adam, one
should not offer a conditional “voluntary” shemoneh esreh even in cases
where there is doubt with regard to whether or not one has recited the

obligatory prayer,
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Zono of the authorities cited sanctions recitation of shaharit prayers
omzz.&. than aloy ha-shahar under the conditions prevailing in our country
and indeed every effort should be made not to recite the shemoneh esreh
earlier than the time of he’ir pnei ha-mizrah. ._

The phenomenon of he’ir prei ha-mizrah occurs some time after glot
wa..%&.Sx but before sunrise, It is, however, difficult to define the time of
this occurrence with exactitude. According to Py Megadim, one is able
8. recognize a casual acquaintance 6 minutes after alot ha-shahar, or 66

Sequent to the time of Ae’sr pnei ha-mizrah.

2. Recitation of the Shemq

. Keriar ”&m\an should not be recited until such time as there is illumina-
tion mﬁm.n_ma to enable one to recognize a casual friend at a distance of
four cubits (Orah Hayyim 58:1). Zo<onrm_ommu in cases of necessity, the

£

3&@;@ Berurah) maintain that while this is the rule with regard to the
shema :m.oF E.o blessing “Who creates light” (yozer or), which is nor-
mally recited prior to the shema, should not, under any circumstances, be

recognize a casual acquaintance at g distance of four cubits. (See Biur
Halakhah 58:1 and 58:4.)

3. Talit

four cubits, ang thereafter recite the shemoneh esreh after “the face of the

3. Cf.,, however, Bryr Halakhah, Orah Hayyim 58:4,
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East has-become illuminated.” There is, however, another consideration,
which pertains to the donning of the zalit. Although Rema, Orah Hayyim
18:3, rules that one may pronounce the blessing over zizir as early as
the time of alot ha-shahar, R. Elijah of Vilna, in agreement with the posi-
tion recorded in the Shulhan Arukh itself, rules that the blessing over the
zizit should not be recited until such time as there is sufficient light to
enable a person to distinguish between blue (tekhelet) and white. As a
Practical matter, the problem with regard to the recitation of the blessing
over -the zizit can be circumvented without difficulty by donning the talit
before beginning the morning service and later fingering the zizit and pro-
nouncing the blessing after Yishtabah. In accordance with Rema, Orah
Hayyim 54:3; when praying with a minyan, the blessing should be pro-
nounced after yishtabah but before kaddish,.

4. Tefillin
The prescribed time for donning the tefillin is no earlier than such time

-as one can recognize a casual friend at a distance of four cubits (Orah

1ayyim 30:1). There are varying opinions with regard to how long before
sunrise this is possible. As previously noted, Pri Megadim maintains that
this occurs 66 minutes before sunrise but this opinion is rejected by sub-
seéquent authorities. Opinions Vary from as early as 60 minutes before sun-
rise (Rabbi Joseph Gruenwald, cited in Taharat Yom Tov, VIIL, 92) to
as late as 35 minutes before sunrise (Rabbi Moses Feinstein, Le-Torah ve-
Hora'ah, no. 3, p. 7).

It might appear that when it is necessary to begin services at an earlier
hour, the same procedure might be applied with regard to tefillin as was
earlier suggested with regard to the talit; i.e., that the tefillin be donned
before the commencement of prayer and that one later finger the tefillin
after yishtabah and pronounce the blessing at that time. There is, however,
one consideration militating against this procedure; viz., the rabbinic pro-
hibition against donning tefillin during the nighttime hours lest one fall
asleep while wearing the tefillin (Orah Hayyim 30:2). An exception to
this restriction is provided for an individual who embarks upon a journey
at an-early hour. This provision is based upon the presumption that it is
unlikely that an individual will again fall asleep once he has commenced
his journey. Under such circumstances, the tefillin may be donned but the
blessing may, of course, not be recited until after the proper time. Rabbi
Tchursh, as well as the Tzelemer Rav, Rabbi Levi Yitzchak Gruenwald,
and Rabbi Yonatan Steif (both cited in Taharat Yom Tov, VII, 88-89),



