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and its Remedy

Laziness is the most harmful and
common illness in youth. Yet, like
most other illnesses, it too varies
among different youths. There is a lad
who is totally lazy: He loves to sleep
and walk idly, and any work is a
burden ro him. He has various excuses
for everything, as stated in the verse
(Proverbs 26:13 ), "A lazy man says,
"There’s a cub on the road, a lion in
the squares.'" He is always righteous in
his own eyes, since he is full of
excuses. And he always finds the
shortcomings of someone better than
himself who works. That way, he can
justify himself in his heart and not be

embarrassed or jealous about not

Rabbi Joseph b. Soloveitchik, “Sacred and Profane”

For the man of the street ancient history is something dim and
di'_stant, viewed in the daemmerung of the mythological coulisses
of time. .

The man of the street has no personal relationship with, no
consciousness of continuity and interdependency between the
glorious periods of antiquity and the emerging present. Even
medieval and modern history, from which not many years
separate us, appears mythical, romantic, and elusive — a refuge
for escapists.

But the Jew of the Masorah has a different conception of time.
Revelation and tradition erase the bounds of time. Distance in
time is nonexistent for him. Thousands of years may have
elapsed but he walks back and forth from anhiquity to modern
times. The chief success of the old cheder, although deficient in
many respects, lay in this spirit of compenetration of a distant

past and a dim future with an immediate present.




