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Why was all this required? Because of the heretical Sadducees who deviated from the Jewish
community during the period of the Second Temple, asserting that the biblical expression on the
day after the sabbath (Leviticus 23:11), [used in connection with the omer offering] refers to the
original Sabbath. But traditionally interpreted, this verse refers to the festival and not to the
Sabbath. This was the view of the prophets and the Sanhedrin at all times from generation to
generation: they waved the omer on the sixteenth of Nisan, whether it was a weekday or a Sabbath.
It is written in the Torah: "You shall eat no bread or parched grain or fresh ears [of the new crop]
until that very day" (14); and it is written: "The day after Passover, they ate some of the produce of
the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain" (Joshua 5:11). Were you to say that that Passover
happened to occur on a Sabbath, as the foolish [heretics] have imagined, then why has Scripture
made the permission to eat of the new grain depend on something that is not the essential factor
but merely accidental? Since, however, Scripture has indeed made the matter depend on the day
after Passover, it becomes obvious that the day after Passover is the determining factor that makes
the new grain permissible, without paying attention to the day of the week that happens to coincide
with it.
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(4) THE SAGES (B. LAU) VOL. 1

THE STRUGGLE AGAINST THE SADDUCEES

Rabban Yohanan's interpretation of the red heifer brings us to one of the
foci of his religious activities outside the yeshiva: his struggle againg |

RasB1 BinyamiN Lavu

the Sadducees. “
Our discussion of the Sadducees began with their dispute wjg, A b ?.Mpi,;&'z“

Yose ben Yoezer in the period of the Pairs. Power struggles between the
Pharisees and the Sadducees characterized the entire Second Temple
period, and the two groups never reached any kind of understanding, |
The Sadducees fortified themselves in the Temple and in their specific
perception of holiness, and fought with all their might for their beliefs |
and their interpretation of the halakha. Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai
vras the most prominent of the first-century leaders to struggle against
them.? He is described as having had the upper hand against themina

(5) RAV HIRSCH ON CHUMASH (BAMINDBAR 28:2)

Thousands of years have now passed since this institution by the early
prophets, and, in accordance with the legacy of the later leaders of our
mb3, the whole nation, scattered all over the world, has become one Tyn,
In the east and in the west, in the north and in the south, the time of the
+nn, which used to be offered in Yerushalayim, still stirs the heart of
every loyal Jew as he turns to face the Moriyah district in Yerushalayim-
Tziyon. At that time, he expresses anew the vow of the nn offering of
n»nw and nmn, which has been translated into words of prayer. This vow
pledges loyalty to the Torah, which is a legacy to us from Mount Moriyah
in Yerushalayim, and through this very vow we connect ourselves with
God and with all our brethren all over the world. Basically, this is nothing
other than the spiritual fulfillment of the mitzvah n»7 *wx? »n’ )27 nx
Y733 %% 3 pnY 1IN N,

The day will yet come on which we fulfill this mitzvah in actual reality.
We will build a new altar in Yerushalayim, and out of the communal
shekels of the nation we will bring the 7nn offering, whose symbolical
procedures, which were instituted by God, will express the eternal Jewish
national vow.

The foregoing would explain the opposition of the Sadducees to pro-
viding for the 7nn offering out of public funds. For this is the idea that
emerges from the 7sn offering of the nation:

Every individual among the people who wants to learn Torah and to
sanctify his actions must turn to the representative of the community in
the Sanctuary, to whom the Testimony and the teaching of God’s Torah
are entrusted (Devarim 17:10). It is this representative that is careful to
offer in the name of the community the 7»n offering of the community,
the offering that renews each day the vow of faithfulness to the Torah-

This idea, however, totally contradicts the doctrine of the Sadducees
of every period. According to the Sadducean doctrine, Jewish man cai
connect himself with God only through the written letter of the Bible,
which is accessible to everyone: X2 ubb g b ,novr 1ipa pANR e
" (Kiddushin 66b). Everyone may interpret Scripture as he pleases:
He.may take from it what appeals to him, regard that as God’s will, an
fulllit in accordance with his own understanding. The Sadducean doc-

trine abhors the spirit of the 7nn offering, because the 7mn teaches that
the individual can find God only by attaching himself to the community
of Israel, and that he will find favor before God only by fulfilling God’s
Word which was entrusted to the community.
Accordingly, one of the first objectives of the Sadducees was to enforce
their position regarding the 7°nn offering. For, in their view, the Tnn is
not a national obligatory offering, but is left entirely to the subjective
wishes of each individual. They superficially interpreted the singular
form of 0’2997 "2 AWYN *IWA W22 NXY P22 MWYN TR w17 IR (V. 4), failing
to consider that the plural form of 7913 *% 29pn% 17mwn and of 127pn WK
b (v. 3) indicates that the obligation devolves upon the community, only
that the community must regard itself in this offering as one unified
whole.
This attempt of the Sadducees touched upon a matter of critical im-
portance. For this reason, when the Sages succeeded in convincing the
people of the flimsiness of the Sadducean position, they included the
days of “the vindication of the 3nn” — X7"an opIn’k — among the days
listed in n*3yn n%>xa. This 753 of national remembrance lists all the days
of deliverance to be celebrated by the prohibition of fasting and, in some
cases, also by the prohibition of eulogizing, and not only does it include
the days of “the vindication of the T»n,” it begins with them: xn» P}
TPIR 92 Ro3an T 1037 KA W 12 THORY RPT PANEpD N2 AXIVANY XYT
KA W01 DR W17 XD TN K23 3TN TN DDIR DPITRA AW ) KTDN
RN WRY mnb a33mp e AVTER N, 21TV 172 TUYN 20 WA IRY Wp22 AwYN
7 v pRa 910 yw (Menachos 65a).
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