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(6) RABBI JOSEPH B. SOLOVEITCHIK 

Not far from where our family lived in Warsaw there was a Modzitzer shtiebel where I would 
occasionally go for shalosh seudos. The Chasidim would be singing Bnei Heichala, 

Hashem Ro’i Lo Echsor, again Bnei Heichala, again Hashem Ro’i. It occurred to me 
that they weren’t singing because they wanted to sing, they were singing 

because they did not want to allow Shabbos to leave…. I remember an 
encounter in this shtiebel as a small child. One of the men who had been 

singing most enthusiastically, wearing a kapoteh consisting of more holes than 
material, approached me and asked if I recognized him. I told him that I did 
not, and he introduced himself as Yankel the Porter. Now during the week I 
knew Yankel the Porter as someone very ordinary wearing shabby clothes 
walking around with a rope. I could not imagine that this individual of such 

regal bearing could be the same person. Yet on Shabbos he wore a kapota and 
shtreimel. That is because his soul wasn’t Yankel the Porter, but Yankel the Prince. Well after 

nightfall I naively asked him, “When do we daven Ma’ariv?” He replied: “Do you miss weekdays 
that much [that you cannot wait to daven Ma’ariv]?” 

 אמרי אמת, פ' שמות תרצ"א  (7)

 

 הלקח והלבוב, פרשת שמות  (8)

 

 


