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L — two days before the horrifying Black Day of the 128k p’29k 22

Kovno Ghetto—when some 10,000 men, women, and children 2J?/ Yz 1622 2977

were taken away to be butchered—every one of the ghetto

_ED;III; _1 On 6 MarcHEsHVAN 5702—OCTOBER 27, 1941— P'PNYNN N”] € .14

dwellers saw his or her bitter end coming, At that tme of con-
fusion, one of the respected members of the community came
to me with tears on his cheeks and posed a question of life and
death, He felt that he could not bear to see his wite, children,
and grandchildren put to death before his very eyes. For the
German sadists had a system for extermination. In order for the
murderers to enjoy the suffering of their victims, as a matter of
course they would kill the children before the eyes of their par-
ents and the women before the eyes of their husbands, Only
after satisfying their bloodlust in this sadistic fashion, would they
put an end to the suffering of these men. Because he felt certain
that it would be too painful to witness the horrible suffering of
his loved ones, he asked whether he could terminate his own life
earlier to avoid witnessing the deaths of his loved ones. This way,
besides being spared a horrible death of great suffering at the

hands of the accursed murderers, he would also gain burial

among |ews in the Jewish cemetery in the ghetto.
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Hidden in Thunder: Perspectives on faith, Halakhah and Leacéelilshr/fv oo
during the Holocaust by Esther Farbstein (Jerusalem: Mossad Ha ,

2007), p. 25.

In Drohobycz (eastern Galicia), the mass rran began in the spring
of 1942, on the pretext that the thousands of Jews were being taken for work
on the eastern front. There, too, information reached the Joca] rabbi, Rabbi
Ya'akov Avigdor (1896-1967). He was hiding ar the time in 4 bunker, the
entrance to which was in one of the smal] batei midyash in town. His family
and a few other townspeople knew where he was and would consult with him,
One day, a young Jewish man by the name of Mundek Badian came to this
beiz midrash. Badian, who had worked as a groom for the Germans, asked the
rabbi’s son Yitzhak 1o give his father some imporrant information that he had
obtained: “I came to el] you so that you would give the information to your
father, the rabbi, and he would decide to act as he sees fir.” He had heard from

wo SS men that

son was shocked, and he asked Badian to tell the rabbj himself. At first the
rabbi, too, was stun 1ed, bur he immediately recovered and tried to inform all
the Jews in town of all the facgs 5o that they could try to save themselves. He
urged them to flee, to hide, to do whatever they could to survive. “The greatest
kiddush Hashem will be if someone manages to remain aljve,”!?
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