Achrei Mos 5383, YIW BS"D

R’ Joseph B. Soloveitchik, the Rav zt'l, “And the land became defiled. Sin defiles not only
human beings, but the earth as well. The earth becomes desecrated, polluted by crime, and
requires absolution or atonement. In the case of murder, the atonement can be made to the
land only by the blood of the murderer; in that of illicit sexual relations, by casting out the sinner.

“It is indeed unique to speak of tumah as attached to Mother Earth. A metaphysical quality is
ascribed to her. Indeed, sin and atonement apply both to man and earth. Why? Because man
is part of her; man is nature expressed in a meaningful existence. He can never free himself
from that union.

“Earth’ is not just the land but nature as a whole, the entire complex of physical conditions that
make man's existence possible. As as organism, he depends upon his surroundings, and this
dependence spells ontic' unity and uniformity. Obedience to G-d means [ will give your rains in
their time, and the Land will yield its produce, and the tree of the field will give forth its fruit.
Disobedience - | will... make your skies like iron and your land like copper. Your strength will be
expended in vain; your land will not yield its produce, neither will the tree of the earth give forth
its fruit (Lev.26:4, 19-20).

“When a community refuses to live in accordance with the divine law, Mother Nature becomes
non-cooperative, refusing to subordinate herself to man’s rule. With sin the gap widens. Nature
begins to resent the presence of man; in response, man attempts to subjugate as insurgent and
malicious nature. The struggle, once begun, ends in man's defeat. Mother Earth spits out her
unruly son. Man is cast out of his environment.

“There is a very close kinship between man and nature. As long as man lives within the bounds
set by his Creator which accentuate his naturalness, he remains ben adam, the son of Mother
Earth. As long as man lives in unison with natural law, he remains protected from the defilement
of sin.

“But when he begins to sin, to grasp for something not belonging to him, he divorces himself
from a natural existence, from that finite and determine character of an earthly being. And this
spells doom for man. Tumah is identical with death or disease: hence it is associated with meis,
neveilah, sheretz, zav, zavah, metzorah and yoledes. All these are anomalous in organic life.
Pathology is identical with fumah.

“What is true of physical tumah is true as well for spiritual tumah, tumas ha’cheit. Any anomaly
in the pattern of living, any pathalogical deviation from the straight path of existence, is tumah
(The Emergence of Ethical Man, quoted in Chumash Masores HaRav, Vayikra, p.13-137).
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