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Why Should | Do Mitzvos?
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You know, Sid, | really like bananas. ... | mean,

| know that’s not profound or nothin’. ... :DD"?S]
Heck! We all do. ... But for me, | think
it goes far beyond that.”
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The Sgddtrlcees and the Pharisces represent two philosophies
concerning the essence of Judaism. The latter personify the masorah
meta-political fellowship, the former a political community. Viewing
the schism between Sadducees and Pharisees from this standpoint, we
understand why the Sadducees rebelled against the authority of the Oral
Law. The political comm unity operates with externals, symbols, formal
legislative acts which introduce certain laws. There is a kind of ceremo-
nial of almost magical quality attached to the political community. People
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14. Rav Moshe Kleinman — Mesilos llavchem
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acquire power not because of personal excellence or intrinsic qualities, DIARY A TR K1 O 5" 5017 297 5727 1R TAWST G010 YO

but via a symbolic medium - election or inheritance. This acquisition
of power is consummated through a formal act - induction into office,
the taking of an oath, etc. The laws are strictly delineated and the con-
tours are discernible. There is no ever expanding continuum of a living,
multidimensional tradition. Hence, the Oral Law is incommensurate
\\:irh a political community, for the very trait of the Oral Law is its form-
lessness, its streamlined movement, its creativity, its ceremoniallessness
.?nd its aversion to anything of magical origin. It is abstract, inseparable
from the personal experience. It is a living monologue which becomes
a dialogue between generations. The Torah is transmitted through con-
crete experiences, through situations, events and existence itself, There

is no fossilization or stagnation. Power is rejected. Tf authority is con-
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ceded to the master-teacher, it is based on ontic moments, on an act

of creation and formation, which originates in love and reverence ™a

13. Rav Soloveitchik — Halachic Morality p. 106

recipient of the masorah integrates himself with his teacher, th ‘0

and accepts his authority.



