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DOORWAYS: WHICH ONES NEED A MEZUZAH? (y//e) 215
)

which all residents are Jewish) require a mezuzah?

8 8DOES AN ELEVATOR in a condominium/apartment building (in
I/

\"‘I‘

\THERE ARE MORE opinions
(:regardil1g this question than
perhaps any other in Hilchos
Mezuzah.  Before  presenting
(hem, however, we must clarify
that this question relates to two
distinct “doorframes”” One is the
doorframe of the actual elevator
compartment itself. The second
is the doorframe on each floor
through which one enters and
exits the elevator compartment.
[Fig. 231)

With that in mind, we can
now present the various opinions:

OPINION 1

The actual elevator compart-
ment itself requires a mezuzah
on the right side as one enters.
[Fig. 232)

The logic behind this is based
on the aforementioned concept

of “beis shaar” — a doorway through w

The actual compartment
< of the elevator

S

Fig 232 »

hich one walks to enter the house.
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CHAPTER 8

staircase or ladder leading to it.**”
The actual elevator its
be stationary. Nowhere in Ra

elf requires no mezuzah since a beis shaar mygt
bbinic literature do we find any mentjon of

a beis shaar which is constantly changing locations. Furthermore, ope
cannot actually exit the elevator when it is in motion. Hence, during

those moments, it is like a sealed doorway (not merely locked).

Such a doorway requires no mezuzah. (Further explanations are given

in the sources cited in Note 388.)

+ The prevailing custom in America is like this last opinion - not to

place a mezuzah on an elevator.

4+ In Eretz Yisrael as well, most elevators have no mezuzah.
Nevertheless, many scrupulous people do place mezuzos on
elevators in accordance with Opinion 3. (No berachah is recited.)

h - 235] Must I place a mezuzah there?

¢Fig235—m— Ny ———————— « & £

89THE HALLWAY IN my home
| # has no posts or lintel per se. [Fig.
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