Transparency and Accountability

® The Gemara seems to be examining the complicated balance between trust and accountability.

® On Bava Batra 8b, the Gemara focuses on the actions that Gabaei Tzedaka need to do to ensure no one
suspects them of wrong doing. On 9a, starting at Tanu Rabbanan, the Gemara writes that the community
cannot force those same public officials to provide an accounting.

® How do you explain the conceptual issues at play?

On Avoiding Suspicion
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3. My translation of Chatam Sofer Likutim 6:59

[K]now that my whole life I have been troubled by the verse, "And you shall be clean before God and Israel," and these
two obligations we have: to be clean before God and clean before Israel His nation. These are two paired riders on our
backs.

However, it is much easier to fulfill the first obligation, meaning, in the eyes of God, then it is the second, to fulfill one’s
obligation to people. For they think strange thoughts and the weavers speak of it by moonlight. Its punishment is quite
severe, to no end, more than one who does not fulfill his obligation to heaven, God forbid. This emerges from the Talmud
at the end of Chapter Yom Ha-kippurim (Yoma, Chapter 8) regarding desecrating God’s name, which has no atonement,
such as when a rabbi purchases meat but does not pay right away.

In our great iniquity, people commonly talk about how this studious person did such and such. It is fluent in their mouths,
even if it is just a suspicion. And in this case, even if the studious person acted properly in the eyes of God as much as
possible, but not carefully enough, such that some drunkards made a mistake about him and wrote mocking songs about
him, he has been caught in their trap. Over this, all sufferers shall grieve, and the verse screams out: “You have let them
ride over us.” (Tehillim 66:12).

And I have wondered many times if it is even possible that a person in the history of the world has fully fulfilled this verse.
Perhaps this idea is included in what King Shelomo said “There is no righteous person in the world who does only good
and no wrong" (Kohelet 7:20) — which means to say that even if his deeds were all good [in the eyes of God], it is
impossible to not sin in the second way, fulfilling the obligation [in the eyes of] people.

Presumption of Honesty: Bava Batra 9a
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Expectations of Accountability
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