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Rabbeinu Tam believes that whenever the Talmud says, “A with B,” this means that Ais
simply an accompaniment, put the main item is B. Thus, when the gemara (Yoma 85b) says that
“Yom Kippur atones with teshuva (repentance},” it means that teshuva is primary and Yom Kippur
secondary. In our case, he says that derekh eretz is primary, and talmud Torah is a nice addition.
However, Rabbeinu Tam’s grand-nephew Rabbeinu Elchanan (son of the Ri) disagrees in all of
these places. He believes that the first element—whether talmud Torah or Yom Kippur—is
primary.
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it is precisely the kind of life described by the Rambam that Rabbeinu Tam says is not expected
of us. If, instead, a person works nine hours a day and learns three hours, he should not feel that
he is not living up to God's expectations. Rather, he should feel that he is leading the kind of life
which perhaps is not the pinnacie of human existence, but is the kind of solid, decent avodat
Hashem of “Be-khol derakhekha da’ehu’” that God expects of a person.
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" For R. Ishmael, any activity not involving the study of Torah,
other than the basic necessities for human existence and the pursuit ofa
livelihood, was considered bittul Torah, for such time must be devoted to
the study of Torah. Because all one’s time must be devoted to the study
of Toral, there is no relevance to the concept of keviat ittim le"Torah, set-
ting aside regular times for study. Greek wisdom is therefore unaccept-
able (because of bittul Torah, not because of heresy).” This view was
apparently espoused by Abaye. Thus, working for a living is acceptable;  FT¥IN' [ {IVNW 27 QIR N 20 AN Y
the study of Madda is not.
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