To commemorate the Yahrzeit of the Rav (18 Nisan)
“What Would Rav Soloveitchik Say”
Sunday April 12" -18 Nisan 11:30am Israel time

Rabbi Ari Kahn

Joseph Ber Soloveitchik (Hebrew: p*’x“m‘mo “om 27 Ao Yosef Dov ha-Levi Soloveychik,
February 27, 1903 — April 9, 1993)

With his father, the young Soloveitchik studied the following
talmudic tractates: Baba Kama, Baba Mezia, Baba Bathra, Sanhe-
drin, Shevuot, Makkot, Gittin, Kidushin, Nedarim, Nazir, Sotah,
Zevahim, Menahot, Me’ilah, Bekhorot, Temurah, Kelim, Oholot,
Yadayim, Berakhot, Peah, Terumot, Maaser Sheni, and Bikkurim.b

While doing so, the youngster developed innovative
approaches and novellas to explain difficult talmudic and Mai-
monidean passages. Reb Moshe later sent a notebook of these
insights to his father, Reb Chaim. The latter was overwhelmed
with his grandson’s precocious abilities and predicted that he
would be a major source of Torah illumination for the next genera-
tion.”

The well-known rabbi of Kovno and the author of the Devar
Avraham, Reb Avraham Dovber Kahana-Shapiro (1870-1943),
was later to write:

The spirit of his illustrious grandfather, the leading rabbi of
his time, Rabbi Chaim Soloveitchik, rests upon Rabbi Joseph
Dov Soloveitchik. Just like his grandfather, he too is a master
of the entire range of talmudic literature. . . . Happy is the
country that will be privileged to be the home of this great
sage. The sages have ordained him to be the true interpreter of
all religious problems, and the Halakhah shall always be in
accordance with his rulings.®



Rabbi Moshe Soloveichik said the following about his son in his 1935 letter to the
Religious Council of Tel Aviv: “In earlier generations it was felt that Torah and secular
studies could not be joined together. However, in this generation we do occasionally
encounter masters of both disciplines. My son is the prime example of this accomplish-
ment. He is the greatest Torah scholar of our times. His Torah knowledge is awe-inspiring
and on the level of that of the rabbinic luminaries of previous eras. Likewise, his mastery
of secular studies is the most unique among contemporary Torah scholars.” The letter is
found at the end of Sefer ha-Yovel Lichvod Moreinu ha-Gaon Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik
(Jerusalem: Mossad Harav Kook, 1984), vol. 1, p. 619.
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