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The Art of a Kullah — Halachik Decision Making in
Trying Times

1) Letter to Baltimore Community

l. Introduction

Our Pesach will still be beautiful in the eyes of Hashem, just in a different way,

Respectfully,
ATOT TR N

2) With Might and Strength — Rav Shlomo Goren p. 128-9

For example, dishes are not usually kashered for APAes‘ah, but in
the army we had no choice but to kasher them. We had no dishes for
Pesah, and certainly not enough to last for the entire holiday, so I had
to teach the students how to kasher dishes for Pesah. I taught them how
to use gasoline or rubbing alcohol to kasher utensils that under normal
circumstances had to be kashered through fire until they turned white-
hot. We had to resort to using gasoline because we did not have wood
or the other equipment we needed. We also could not wait the usual
two days between using utensils and kashering them, because they were
in use all the time, and we had to be able to kasher them and use them
immediately for cooking kosher-for-Pesah foods.

Lissued a halakhic ruling permitting the soldiers to eat matza
on the day before Pesah, and this is still the practice today in the
army, despite the rabbinic prohibition. There was no other alterna-
tive - if we did not allow the soldiers to eat matza on the day before
Pesalh, they would have nothing to eat at all, or there would be no
time to kasher all the pots, pans, and utensils on the day before the
fourteenth of Nisan.

Inany event, all those problems were just starting to arise — for the
first time in Jewish history, after two thousand years — in the midst of the
turbulence of war, with Jerusalem under constant threat of artillery fire.

Another major challenge we had to overcome was the serious short-
age of matzot for the army. Jerusalem was under siege, and the military
governor, Dov Yosef, who later went on to become a cabinet minister, had
decided to allocate the matzot in Jerusalem to civilians, especially fami-
lies with children, rather than to the army. As a result, he and I argued
vehemently, and this is exactly what happened:

for the Palmah, and said that they could eat hametz — specifically the
biscuits that the British had left behind; he preferred to give the mat-
zot to Jerusalem’s civilian population, to the Sephardic ethnic groups
who observed Jewish tradition, and to the haredim. [ totally disagreed
with his decision and objected vociferously. I could not consent to
a situation in which, after two thousand years of our not having an
army, we were finally coming to liberate Jerusalem on Pesah, the fes-
tival of our freedom, and we were going to feed our soldiers hametz
on Pesah. To me, liberating Jerusalem while eating hametz was com-
pletely antithetical. I was outraged and told Dov Yosef in no uncertain
terms that I completely disagreed with his opinion. He retorted that
he was responsible for the city and as such, he had the authority to
make such decisions.

There was only one matza factory in Jerusalem, and it had about
2,200 pounds of matzot left, which Dov Yosef had designated for distri-
bution to the civilian population during Hol HaMoed. I told him that
I wanted those matzot for the Palmah and the other soldiers in the city.
He was completely opposed to my idea and our argument escalated into
a shouting match that ended withouta resolution, and I finally took mat-

ters into my own hands.
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I11. The Case of Hefsed Meruba

N 7Y © 7 N12IN5 Noon Svaa Twbn(4

XY RT°0D DIPNY,RIT T MRDD Jp00 2RAVY R L WWIT IR NAWA RYID 12302 19900 ,PWRTR 12 1990 M1 IR K93 WOR DI LRI

g2 A2

R U0 VX 1A% MaMyn meba avT 3w yew (5

AR MMPEYY 9UERY,MORT 027 TN QY 2°070%A NORA MAXY ,IN NTRR 7201w MnXi w1 72 whw 7921 1> nn <R [X
2 77 NI Y K91 NOORA OV XY ,NDN0YA APR T1TRA NN LN0ORT QY AI0¥A NOR MAYYIAW Mn 7R, OV 1707080
I 1900 100 PPN TI0Y W 7057 Dippa) (1K WA T2 DN A7) D020 NI DY MONT NIV 9785 8w 07700

1



R 7Y ® 07 202 noon Y9aa Tmbn (7

- 13m2 ROW 172 729091 ,009T MR APAWD PRARY 72w 1052 MTR 127 NN
L1107 R TR wn 9aR ;102w RY SR DRINYT 21912 372 7207 IR RRDOT AT
>12TA7 1737 DRI MRT ,RYYY HRIAY RTIRY 912 XY 1211722 P2 372 70
DRIAW T ,307 WINTDY - R 927 197 RPWIT - RY ORI ,°I°TIOR 12T WK 7710
.M 277 0K - 1Y X720 Nwaw 0213

6) Shach — Kitzure B’Hanhagos Horaos
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Rab said: Pots must be broken on Passover. Why so? Let them be kept until after
Passover and used with a different kind? — Lest he come to use it with its own kind.
But Samuel maintained: They need not be broken, but can be kept until after its
period and [then] used with their own kind or with a different kind. Now Samuel is
consistent with his view. For Samuel said to the hardware merchants: Charge all
equitable price for your pots, for if not | will publicly lecture [that the law is] in
accordance with R. Simeon. Then let him lecture [thus] to them [in any case], seeing
that Samuel holds as R. Simeon? — It was Rab's town.

8) Birchas Avraham
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1V. Clash of Values
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MISHNAH. [A HUSBAND WHO] DID NOT GIVE HIS WIFE IN WRITING
[THE FOLLOWING UNDERTAKING:] ‘THE MALE CHILDREN THAT
WILL BE BORN FROM OUR MARRIAGE SHALL INHERIT THE MONEY OF THY KETHUBAH IN ADDITION TO THEIR
SHARES WITH THEIR BROTHERS’, IS NEVERTHELESS LIABLE, BECAUSE [THIS CLAUSE] IS A CONDITION LAID
DOWN BY BETH DIN.
R. Johanan stated in the name of R. Simeon b. Yohai: Why was the kethubah for MALE CHILDREN instituted? In order that any
man might thereby be encouraged to give to his daughter as much as to his son. But is such a regulation found anywhere else? Seeing
that the All-Merciful ordained that a son shall be heir; a daughter shall not’, would the Rabbis proceed to make a provision whereby a
daughter shall be the heir? — This also has Scriptural sanction, for it is written, Take ye wives, and beget sons and daughters,” and
take wives far your sans, and give your daughters to husbands; [now the advice to take wives for one's] sons is quite intelligible
[since such marriages are] within a father's power but [as to the giving of] one's daughters [the difficulty arises:] Is [such giving]
within his power? [Consequently it must be] this that we were taught: That a father must provide for his daughter clothing and
covering and must also give her a dowry so that people may be anxious to woo her and so proceed to marry her.
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V. The Other Side of the Scale
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Just as a person’s merits and sins are weighed at the time of his death, so, too, the sins of every inhabitant of the world together with
his merits are weighed on the festival of Rosh HaShanah. If one is found righteous, his [verdict] is sealed for life. If one is found
wicked, his [verdict] is sealed for death. A Beinoni's verdict remains tentative until Yom Kippur. If he repents, his [verdict] is sealed
for life. If not, his [verdict] is sealed for death.
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Conversely, should the people fail to cry out [to God] and sound the trumpets, and instead say, "What has happened to us is merely a
natural phenomenon and this difficulty is merely a chance occurrence,” this is a cruel conception of things, which causes them to
remain attached to their wicked deeds. Thus, this time of distress will lead to further distresses.
This is implied by the Torah's statement [Leviticus 26:27-28]: "If you remain indifferent to Me, | will be indifferent to you with a
vengeance." The implication of the verse is: When | bring difficulties upon you so that you shall repent and you say it is a chance
occurrence, | will add to your [punishment] an expression of vengeance for that indifference [to Divine Providence].
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