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R’ Soloveitchik, “In the realm of destiny, man recognizes the world as it is and does not wish to
use harmonistic formulas in order to gloss over and conceal evil. The man of destiny is highly
realistic and does not flinch from confronting evil face to face... When the man of destiny suffers
he says to himself: ‘Evil exists, and | will neither deny it nor camouflage it with vain intellectual
gymnastics. | am concerned with evil from a halachic standpoint, like a person who wishes to
know that deed which he shall do; | ask one simple question: What must the sufferer do so that
he may live through his suffering?

“...We do not inquire about the hidden ways of the Almighty, but, rather, about the path wherein
man shall walk when suffering strikes. We ask neither about the cause of evil nor about its
purpose, but, rather, about how it might be mended and elevated. How shall a person actin a
time of trouble? What ought a man fo do so that he not perish in his afflictions?

“... The halacha teaches us that the sufferer commits a grave sin if he allows his troubles to go
to waste and remain without meaning or purpose... Woe unto the man whose suffering has not
precipitated a spiritual crisis in the depths of his being, whose soul remains frozen and lacking
forgiveness! Woe unto the sufferer if his heart is not inflamed by the fires of affliction, if his
pangs do not kindle the lamp of the L-rd that is within him! If a person allows his pains to
wander about the vast empty spaces of the cosmos like blind, purposeless forces, then a grave
indictment is drawn up against him for having frittered away his suffering...

“In the same way that G-d’s goodness imposes upon man the obligation to perform exalted,
sublime deed, and demands of either the individual or the community original, creative actions,
so too do afflictions require of a person that he improve himself, that he purify his life... The
awareness of the requirement to commit oneself entirely to G-d and the understanding of one’s
obligation to purify and sanctify oneself from precisely out of the midst of one’s suffering must
shine brightly in the soul of a person when he finds himself in the straits and inquires into the
meaning of his very existence (Fate and Destiny, Ktav Publishing House, p.7-11).”
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