Rabbi Yonah Gross

When an Esrog Can’t be Found
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3) Sdei Chemed (Lulav 11) 3:347
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I. New World Esrogim

5) Occident - Vol. V, No. 2 lyar 5607, May 1847
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4) Rav Dovid Frankel - Be’er David 18

Baltimore, 20th April, 5607.

My Dear Sir,

It is not long since, that several of my friends urged me to come out publicly, in your
periodical, with my opinion about the o>x»7n&, which are yearly brought from the West
Indies to this country. I am so much disinclined to give publicity to any thing of a
controversial nature in matters of our religion, that even now I should not trouble you,
but that the time is approaching when our yearly communications are made to the West
Indies for the supply of Citrons, and I think it therefore my duty, for the sake of our
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religion, to state that these o>»1nx are 2w>, and there cannot be found any word against them in all a>»nx o°nwr ovpow. All
rumors that were set afloat against the m w> of these a*x11nx are founded in error and misinformation. Now, my dear sir, | wish only
to promote the unity of Israel in matters of religious observances, and endeavour to effect that our brethren of Israel shall not be

willfully deprived of the observance of 271% nix» without just cause.

| remain, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
A. Rice
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6) Rav Eliyvahu Posek — Eitz Hasadeh p. 66
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8) Operation Torah Rescue p. 109

But their joy lasted only until Pearl Harbor, when Mr.
David Abraham and all the members of his family — being
British subjects — were arrested by the Japanese together
with all the citizens of the Allied countries. Eventually they
were interned in a civilian prisoner-of-war camp to share
the lot of all the British subjects and American citizens in
Shanghai. Their properties were confiscated by the
Imperial Japanese Army, and David Abraham’s mansion
und gardens in Shanghai were taken over by a Japanese
admiral.

One result of this personal calamity of the Abraham
family was that the Jews of Shanghai were deprived of their
sole source for esrogim. As a last-ditch solution, someone
tispatched a Chinese with orders to climb the tall walls
surrounding the Abraham gardens and to pick some

7) Rav Betzalel llloway — Shu”t Milchomos Hashem p.32

8. Wonld not permit the bringing of the dead into the
synagogue to hold the funeral services there').

Temporary decisions (W& MRIN):

1. In the year 1861, the first year of his ministry in New
Orleans, it was impossible, owing to all communications with
northern cities being cut off, to obtain Ethrogim. Lulabim,
Hadasim, ‘Arbe Nahal were to be had in abundance, being native
to the soil, but not Ethrogim. " The Ethrog that grew indigenously
was found to be 105, In the emergency my father decided that
they should be used, but without the usual Berakah 5y
b nbwa.

2. A lady, very prominent and wealthy, who, from being a
hater of everything Jewish or that bore that stamp, had through
his sermons and his efforts become a very pious mother in Is-
rael, who kept a strictly kosker house, observed the Sabbath
in most orthodox fashion, lights, etc., asked my father at the
beginning of the hot season (which sets in early in.the South)
whether, as she lived at a great distance from the synagogue
and could not walk it in the summer months, she should remain
away for that period or whether she might ride thereto in the
street car. )
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9) Rav Abdulla Somech — Shu’t Zivchei tzeddek

#rogim. True, the illustrious Imperial army was unable to
f0il this “coup,” but in retaliation apparently decided to
Hproot the esrog tree, because shortly afterwards the news
gpread that the tree had been cut down. The Jews of
Shanghai were now faced, for the first time in years, with
the necessity of finding a new source of esrogim.

Before the approach of the following Sukkos festival,
any plans were devised to provide Shanghai’s Jewry with
the esrogim essential for fulfilling the mitzva. There was a
thultitude of difficulties to overcome. The first stumbling
block: how to translate, explain, or even hint to the
Lhinese the type of fruit that was sought. All the drawings
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