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Esther, Mordechai, and the Balance of Trusting Hashem vs. Taking Action
Esther Chapter 4
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7 and Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, and all about the money that Haman had offered to pay into the royal treasury for the
destruction of the Jews.
8 He also gave him the written text of the law that had been proclaimed in Shushan for their destruction. [He bade him] show it to Esther and
inform her, and charge her to go to the king and to appeal to him and to plead with him for her people.
9 When Hathach came and delivered Mordecai’s message to Esther,
10 Esther told Hathach to take back to Mordecai the following reply:
11 “All the king’s courtiers and the people of the king’s provinces know that if any person, man or woman, enters the king’s presence in the inner
court without having been summoned, there is but one law for him—that he be put to death. Only if the king extends the golden scepter to him
may he live. Now | have not been summoned to visit the king for the last thirty days.”
12 When Mordecai was told what Esther had said,
13 Mordecai had this message delivered to Esther: “Do not imagine that you, of all the Jews, will escape with your life by being in the king’s
palace.
14 On the contrary, if you keep silent in this crisis, relief and deliverance will come to the Jews from another quarter, while you and your father’s
house will perish. And who knows, perhaps you have attained to royal position for just such a crisis.”
15 Then Esther sent back this answer to Mordecai:
16 “Go, assemble all the Jews who live in Shushan, and fast in my behalf; do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. | and my maidens will
observe the same fast. Then | shall go to the king, though it is contrary to the law; and if | am to perish, | shall perish!”
17 So Mordecai went about [the city] and did just as Esther had commanded him.

Megilla 15b
'RIIMK 071221 'RIN 107102 7R DN RTAVIINOKR K'TN [XND 7"R IN17K7 NIAX 12 N2 N'TNOWK ... IR K™ NN DR NIN'TY MNOXK NNXY NN 1'n

Rashi 4:14
]*th 3791 959 650 DBEDY NINY NX2D NMIYY? 7'790 72 YON! DX YTi' M1 .NIdY7A'7 NYAN NNTD NY'7 DX VTi' '

. . NN 1T
o7 1PE D30 b3Y A 73310 PYEE P13D bpan
2390 qD32) £ 00 0L DIED oMBd 9390 LR 1P
0762 536 3073 1P MP'D 7 oy 90 HY o opfh
1Y DD PRY OB 1D DD NI 1IN 3 A Thop

7°:7 NOX [P 7OV

*S655 150> DD 761 BT 030 YA L3 P OB PO T°:7 INOX P AOY
DN DY L3N RD0d HP IHRAL 12770 059 7o Hiod 15791 D5 DY

DNET TP 0P LAY 5 D305 DI PP $pdIM ppb ©F D7 M A D30DD 203 HO D1
DY T8 PpROY HEY PHIPI I3 M3b D3 DED 05 DBty B9 of .o 5% Mm33pd poid P
pHHDY 2D RAIPS VWD BN PRI OPID BY PRI DN 00N 1h Dfi LN OMAD ]lﬂ’ Map e QP
1D BY OFD 70 a3 761 Dh7) PAD PHALOE TonY 01 02000 B35 10 901 Pt 1 pEa o IEDh
SpYh 09, SEAOE D0 (9B TEOY ONDH PMID 9IP3 05 YD IEDY DIk pup IH A MOk PYI
Y50 05 IO ISA PPAD) D330 PR3 DD BYNEDR DODPY DED3 AL VHENPE 7Y MdNS pYAv 1AT

Powd A35 52 10 IpbdE an dd nbn 1w 7hn oo
L D2DY DRIV I PEYR ALPS BPIM T0h PRV




