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Why Learn Gemora So Much? 
 

 תלמוד בבלי מסכת בבא בתרא דף קמה עמוד ב 1)

זהו בעל  -זהו בעל פלפול, עתיר משח עתיר כמס  -זה הוא בעל הגדות, עתיר סלעים עתיר תקוע  -תנו רבנן: עתיר נכסין עתיר פומבי 

 גמרא. -חטיא  שמועות, הכל צריכין למרי

 זה בעל משנה. -מר רבי זירא אמר רב, מאי דכתיב: אכל ימי עני רעים? זה בעל גמרא, וטוב לב משתה תמיד 
Our Rabbis taught: Rich in possessions [and] rich in pomp — that is a master of aggadoth. Rich in money [and] rich in oil — 

that is a master in dialectics. Rich in products [and] rich in stores — that is a master of traditions. All. [however]. are 

dependent on the master of wheat. [i.e.] Gemara. 
R. Zera said in the name of Rab: What [character is meant] by the Scriptural text, All the days of the poor are evil?’ — A 

master of Gemara; but he that is of a merry heart hath a continual feast’’ refers to a master of the Mishnah. 

 

2) Rav Aharon Lichtenstein, Why Learn Gemora? in Leaves of Faith p. 11 

 תלמוד בבלי מסכת סוטה דף כב עמוד א 3)
 .תנא: התנאים מבלי עולם. מבלי עולם ס"ד? אמר רבינא: שמורין הלכה מתוך משנתן

A Tanna taught: The Tannaim bring destruction upon the world. 

How can it occur to you to say that they bring destruction upon the 

world! Rabina said: Because they decide points of law from their 

teachings 

 

4) Rav Joseph Soloveitchik, Halakhic Man, p. 20-21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5) Rav Joseph Soloveichik, The First Jewish Grandfather, Man of Faith in the 

Modern World. P. 22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



7) Rav Joseph Soloveitchik, U’Vikashta MiSham, p. 144-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II. But Why Is It Binding? 

 הקדמה ליד החזקה לרמב"ם 8)

אבל כל הדברים שבגמרא הבבלי חייבין כל ישראל ללכת בהם וכופין כל 

עיר ועיר וכל מדינה ומדינה לנהוג בכל המנהגות שנהגו חכמי הגמרא ולגזור 

הואיל וכל אותם הדברים שבגמרא הסכימו גזירותם וללכת בתקנותם. 

 עליהם כל ישראל. 
However, all the matters mentioned by the Babylonian Talmud are 

incumbent on the entire Jewish people to follow. We must compel each and 

every city and each country to accept all the customs that were put into 

practice by the Sages of the Talmud, to pass decrees parallelling their 

decrees, and to observe their ordinances, since all the matters in the 

Babylonian Talmud were accepted by the entire Jewish people. 

 

9) Rav Elchanan Wasserman hy”d,  

Koveitz Shiurim II p. 96-97 

From here we see that the agreement of 

all, or the majority, of the sages of Israel 

has the strength of the beis din hagadol 

and the Jewish people are obligated to listen to them.  

 

And it would appear that the gathering of ‘all the sages of Israel’ 

has the power of the beis din hagadol even at a time that there are 

no semuchim for at the tme of the sealing of the Talmud the period 

of semicha  had already been nullified but yet the Jews were still 

obligated to listen to them as it says ‘regarding Torah, you only have the judges that exist in your days’ and 

our only ‘judges’ is the agreement of all the ‘sages of that generation.   

10) Rav Shlomo Fischer, Beis Yisai I p. 114 

The Necessary Emuna 

11) Rav Herschel Schachter, Jewish Action, Winter 2010 

Who Is Authorized to Institute Change? 

Changes in practice require delicate evaluations that only a master Torah scholar, a gadol baTorah, 

can properly conduct. Only someone with a broad knowledge and a deep understanding of the 

corpus of halachah, with an intimate familiarity with both the letter and the spirit of the law, with a 

mastery of both the rules and the attitudes of the mesorah, can determine when a change is 

acceptable or even required. The more wide-reaching the proposed change, the greater the 

expertise required to approve it. The evaluator must not only be a master of the mesorah, but he 

must also be able to consider new practices based solely on values internal to the mesorah, 

removing external influences from the deliberation. 

 

12) Rabbi  Zev Eleff, The “Between-the-Lines” Faith of Rabbi Hershel Schachter, thelehrhaus.com 

God protects the transmission of His legislation, no matter how far it progresses beyond the pages of the Talmud. …. That halakhah has 

journeyed a sometimes-sinuous path is untroubling. God, Rabbi Schachter would have it, navigated halakhic interpretation that way, beyond 

the limited comprehension of people. God steered His faith, hitting human checkpoints we call Maimonides, Rabbi Yosef Caro, the Vilna 

Gaon, Rabbi Yitzhak Elhanan Spektor, Rabbi Soloveitchik, and Rabbi Moshe Feinstein. 


