Rabbi Yonah Gross Caskey Torah Academy

Why Must I Follow My Fathers Minhagim?

I. The reality of different minhagim in different places
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MISHNAH. WHERE IT IS THE CUSTOM TO DO WORK ON THE EVE OF PASSOVER UNTIL MIDDAY ONE MAY
DO [WORK]; WHERE IT IS THE CUSTOM NOT TO DO [WORK], ONE MAY NOT DO [WORK]. HE WHO GOES
FROM A PLACE WHERE THEY WORK TO A PLACE WHERE THEY DO NOT WORK, ON FROM A PLACE WHERE
THEY DO NOT WORK TO A PLACE WHERE THEY DO WORK, WE LAY UPON HIM THE RESTRICTIONS OF THE
PLACE WHENCE HE DEPARTED AND THE RESTRICTIONS OF THE PLACE WHITHER HE HAS GONE; AND A
MAN MUST NOT ACT DIFFERENTLY [FROM LOCAL CUSTOM] ON ACCOUNT OF THE QUARRELS [WHICH
WOULD ENSUE].
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The citizens of Beyshan were accustomed not to go from Tyre to Sidon on the eve of the Sabbath. Their
children went to R. Johanan and said to him, For our fathers this was possible; for us it is impossible.
Said he to them, Your fathers have already taken it upon themselves, as it is said, Hear my son, the
instruction of thy father, and forsake not the teaching of thy mother.
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When a person journeys from a place where it is customary to perform [labor on the fourteenth] to a place where it
is not customary to perform [labor], he should not perform [labor] in a settled region, lest [this cause] strife. He
may, however, perform labor in the desert.
When a person journeys from a place where it is not customary to perform [labor on the fourteenth] to a place
where it is customary to perform [labor], he should not perform [labor at all]. To a person [who journeys], we
apply the stringencies observed in the place that he left and those observed in the place where he arrives.
Even though [he is prohibited to perform work], he should not make it appear to [the local people] that he is idle
because of a prohibition. For a person should never deviate [from local custom], lest strife arise.
Similarly, a person who intends to return to his place should follow the customs of the inhabitants of his place,
whether stringent or lenient. He should not, however, be seen [conducting himself contrary to the local custom] by
the inhabitants of the place where he is located, lest strife arise
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1. The Melting Pot Theory

TP e na (6 *

NNV 112 22PN 9D TV DY IR D 1T NN MDD NITIE MY 7101 11097 791331 993 DR 997 1P 291 119 19 00 00
239 D20 990 TR NN ROR NITIN° 22 707 WY RY 9 72T121 307 7 N2IRY (70 0D OYWS) A 100 DT TR
ST PLOWR TINY22 OIRYNAIT 2200

2"an M 7" 70 X9 NIRRT 20Y P PRIW 102 D07 AWK RN OTNY DWHW DA 00 SNyTa 2nnaoa o0 ...

IR PRI 190 LW MRIPA NEPHR2 RY OR QN3 7997 PI0D1 NAR NYT? 091%007 0n DWW 2Ipnaw 2% DR Snnk D wROm
2797772 AT WD 1971 RITT NYTA PY PRI 021

1" K" 1200 737 71272 PPN PIRWIT 22TV AWM R PTINVT T993 KD 22070 207NV AT 0 TNRY 2190
21977 PI0DI 12 1217100 WK NYTT PR 9 791 N9 PR 10IPR M M0N0 AR DT WK 019 PR 10195 D' "0 07Imm

(Rav Yosef Karo) 2v 120 9211 npar n'"w (7

a group of Ashkenazim come and settle in a Sefardic community and integrate into the Sefardic

community.
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II1. Don’t forget where you came from
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MISHNAH. ONE WHO ENGAGES LABOURERS AND DEMANDS THAT THEY COMMENCE EARLY OR WORK
LATE — WHERE LOCAL USAGE IS NOT TO COMMENCE EARLY OR WORK LATE HE MAY NOT COMPEL
THEM. WHERE IT IS THE PRACTICE TO SUPPLY FOOD [TO ONE’S LABOURERS], HE MUST SUPPLY THEM
THEREWITH; TO PROVIDE A RELISH, HE MUST PROVIDE IT. EVERYTHING DEPENDS ON LOCAL CUSTOM
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A labourer’s entry [to town] is in his own time, and his going forth [to the fields] is in his employer’s; as it is written, The sun
ariseth, they [sc. The animals] gather themselves together, and lay them down in their dens. Man goeth forth unto his work and
to his labour until the evening. But let us see what is the usage? — This refers to a new town. Then let us see whence they
come? — It refers to a conglomeration

IV. The Tossed Salad Theory
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V. Never Frozen
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