Rabbi Yonah Gross Beth Hamedrosh
Contemporary Issues in Hilchos Shabbos IT
Cleaning Spills, Stains and Messes

I. Dust
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If one shakes out his cloakl on the Sabbath, he is liable to a sin-offering.2 Now, we said this only of new ones, but in the case of
old ones we have nought against it; and this is said only of black ones, but in the case of white or red ones we have nought
against it; [but in any case there is no culpability] unless he is particular about them.3 ‘Ulla visited Pumbeditha. Seeing the
scholars shaking their garments he observed, ‘The scholars are desecrating the Sabbath.” Said Rab Judah to them, ‘Shake them in
his presence, [for] we are not particular at all [about the clothes].’
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IT. Stains
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ITI. Washing
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Rather said Raba: All washing without rubbing is not called washing. And as to R. Hiyya b. Ashi's statement, | stood
many times before Rab and dabbed his shoes with water; dabbing is [permitted], but not rubbing. [Now, our
Mishnah treats] either of soft [skins], and it agrees with all; or of hard ones, and it agrees with ‘others’. If so, [let
water be poured] even [over] a garment too? — In the case of a garment, soaking it [in water] constitutes its
washing. Now, Raba is consistent with his view. For Raba said: If one threw a scarf into water, he is culpable;3 if
one threw linseed into water, he is culpable.
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