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Perchance there is among you some man or woman, or some clan or tribe, whose
heart is even now turning away from the LORD our God to go and worship the
gods of those nations—perchance there is among you a stock sprouting poison
weed and wormwood. When such a one hears the words of these sanctions, he
may fancy himself immune, thinking, “I shall be safe, though | follow my own
willful heart”—to the utter ruin of moist and dry alike.
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Lest there be among you man or woman, family or tribe, whose heart is turned
away this day from the Lord our God to go and worship the idols of these people,

or there be a man among you whose heart pondereth upon sin, which is like a



root struck into the earth; for its beginning may be sweet as honey, but its end will
be bitter as the deadly wormwood;
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Ephraim is addicted to images— Let him be.
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Now that his boughs are broken up, He feels his guilt; He himself pulls apart his altars,
Smashes his pillars.



