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The Liberation of Jerusalem's Impact on Halacha
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Why do | say that the original consecration sanctified the Temple and Jerusalem for eternity, while in
regard to the consecration of the remainder of Eretz Yisrael, in the context of the Sabbatical year,
tithes, and other similar [agricultural] laws, [the original consecration] did not sanctify it for eternity?
Because the sanctity of the Temple and Jerusalem stems from the Shechinah, and the Shechinah can
never be nullified.80 Therefore, [Leviticus 26:31] states: "I will lay waste to your Sanctuaries.” The
Sages declared:81 "Even though they have been devastated, their sanctity remains."
In contrast, the [original] obligation to keep the laws of the Sabbatical year and tithes on the Land
stemmed from the fact that it was conquered by the [Jewish people, as a] community. Therefore,
when the land was taken from their hands [by the Babylonians,] their [original] conquest was
nullified. Thus, according to Torah law, the land was freed from the obligations of the Sabbatical year
.and of tithes because it was no longer Eretz Yisrael.
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* At the end of the section on “Fast Days” in his popular survey of

the Jewish festivals, Ha-Mo ‘adim ba-Halakbah, the late Rabbi Shlomo
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Yosef Zevin discussed the halakhic obligation to tear keriyah upon MR ORI LR noom ]'ID‘?U] 7aR

seeing the ‘arei Yehudah. He concluded his remarks with the follow- THJ'?W NNN DRENI R 000 DWW DRy
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In"1981, an English translation of this work appeared in which this TYMIPR NN LRI DY LD ORI OWRY

assage appears in the following way: “The commentators on Shul-
Fc)banéiim.fb define the term ‘the cities of Yehudah in ruins’ as mean- wIpRi 7y mMPaK nMN3 w7 LI 9y
ing that the gentiles are ruling over them. It could be argued that WIpna NWIP N2 W0 oUW RT L3AMN
since the liberation of the cities of the Judean hills from gentile rule
the law of rending the garments for these cities may no longer be in

force.” Strikingly, and without explanation, the Hebrew phrase,
printed above in bold print, is conspicuously absent.® It is interest- :’7 's INRT APy (13
nx mbp X2 W RpTIAR he M (1
14) RaV Avinel’—TOI’ah MUSinqs Y9 ovwTe Yy bxawr N nbunn nirap
Q: Has not the time arrived to change the text of Nachem: the city that  .zvan vy xn 1285w nopu P ,nvan
is destroyed, despised and desolate—in reference to Jerusalem? y1apb Kbw 197 1Y MORAY ,NAVY DN wN
A: Please come and visit our yeshiva, Ateret Yerushalayim, in the aYwnB PRY MRD AT PYY YWY DR

heart of the Old City of Jerusalem, in the Muslim Quarter, and you will 7737 @271 "13131,77°3 M2% YIRIW KPNOVA
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