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19. Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik On Repentance, pp. 97-98

Allow me, please, to make a “private confession” concerning a matter that

has caused me much loss of sleep. | am not so very old, yet | remember a




time when ninety percent of world Jewry was observant and the secularists
were a small minority at the fringes of the camp. I still remember — it was
not so long ago — when Jews were still close to God and lived in an
atmosphere pervaded with holiness. But, today, what do we see? The
profane and the secular are in control wherever we turn. Even in those
neighborhoods made up predominantly of religious Jews one can no longer
talk of the kedushat hayom of Shabbos, “the sanctity of the Shabbat day”.
True, there are Jews in America who observe the Shabbat. The label Shomer
Shabbos, Shabbat observer, has come to be used as a title of honor in our
circles, just like “HaRav HaGaon” — neither really indicates anything and
both testify to the lowly state of our generation. But it is not for the Shabbat
that my heart aches, it is for the forgotten “Erev Shabbos”. There are Sabbath
observant Jews in America but there are no Jews of Erev Shabbos, who go
out to greet the Sabbath with beating hearts and pulsating souls. There are
many who observe the precepts with their hands, with their feet and/or with
their mouths — but there are few, indeed, who truly know the meaning of
the service of the heart...The Jew who not only observes Shabbat but
appreciates it as well, will anxiously await the day. That is the background
for the Tephillot of Kabbalat Shabbat, which conventionalized the already
necessary backdrop of how to await Shabbat.
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