Rabbi Yonah Gross Beth Hamedrosh

Technology on Shabbos IT
Uses and Abuses of Timers
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BETH SHAMMAI RULE: INK, DYES AND ALKALINE PLANTS MAY NOT BE STEEPED UNLESS THEY CAN BE DISSOLVED
WHILE IT IS YET DAY; BUT BETH HILLEL, PERMIT IT. BETH SHAMMAI RULE: BUNDLES OF WET FLAX MAY NOT BE
PLACED IN AN OVEN UNLESS THEY CAN BEGIN TO STEAM WHILE IT IS YET DAY, NOR WOOL. IN THE DYER'S KETTLE
UNLESS IT CAN ASSUME THE COLOUR [OF THE DYE]; BUT BETH HILLEL PERMIT IT. BETH SHAMMAI MAINTAIN:
SNARES FOR WILD BEASTS, FOWLS, AND FISH, MAY NOT BE SPREAD UNLESS THEY CAN BE CAUGHT WHILE IT IS YET
DAY; BUT BETH HILLEL PERMIT IT.
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Our Rabbis taught: Water may be conducted into a garden on the eve of the Sabbath just before dark, and it may go on being

filled the whole day; and a perfume brazier may be placed under garments which continue to absorb the perfume the whole

day; and sulphur may be placed under [silver) vessels and they undergo the process of sulphuring the whole day; and an eye
salve may be placed on the eye and a plaster on a wound and the process of healing continues all day. But wheat may not be
placed in a water-mill unless it can be ground when it is still day. What is the reason? Rabbah answered, Because it makes a

noise. Said R. Joseph to him, Let the Master say it is on account of the resting of utensils?
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