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Our Patriarchs and Matriarchs: Paragons of Perfection of

was recently shown the last
few issues of the newspaper
Heint. How shocked [ was to
see the terrible blasphemies and
the violation of the sanctity of our

Holy Patriarchs and Matriarchs

The laws of our Holy Torah ob-
ligate me to react to this unheard-
of profanation of truth, Chillul
Sheim Shomayim and violation of

Symbols of Struggle?

Rav Aharon Kotler, The Jewish Observer 3/91

Rav Shlomo Riskin Listening to God p. 334

1

A close reading of the indictment revealed that my heresy lay in
an article on Moses that I had published in my weekly Jerusalem Post
column. I had suggested that, while Moses succeeded more than any
other human being in relaying the will of the Divine to all generations
in the form of the five Books of Moses, which were in actuality the word
of the living God (Maimonides says in the Guide for the Perplexed that
Moses’ active intellect perceived and actually kissed the Divine Active
Intellect), he failed as a politician; he failed in his duty to convince the
Israelites to conquer and settle the land of Israel. Apparently the Hasidim
(or the Rebbe, or both) believed it heretical to critique Moses in any

form whatsoever.
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JJ that they contained!
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the dignity of the Jewish Nation. |
// thus feel compelled to depart from

my usual practice and to issue the
following public statement:

The holy forefathers— who were
the most luminous, loftiest. and
purest personalities, the holiest
creatures— represent the founda-

i tion of eternal spirftual vitality, the

wellsprings of chessed and the full

T range of positive attributes, for the

entire world. for all of mankind,

{  The Avos are, in fact, held in the

highest esteem by every nation on

earth. The worst enemies of the

Jews did not dare tamper with their
luminous and holy image.

| Hnwr desan tha charmma aea L

Know that Abraham our father unintentionally committed a
great sin by bringing his righteous wife to a stumbling-block of sin
on account of his fear for his life. He should have trusted that G-d
would save him and his wife and all his belongings for G-d surely
has the power to help and to save. His leaving the Land,
concerning which he had been commanded from the beginning, on
account of the famine, was also a sin he committed, for in famine
G-d would redeem him from death. 76 It was because of this deed

that the exile in the land of Egypt at the hand of Pharach was

decreed for his children. 77 In the place of justice, there is

wickedness 7® and sin.

I quickly looked around and realized that no one recognized me.
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Rav Hirsch Bereishis 12:10

The Torah never hides from us the i’aulgs, errors and weaknesses

of our great men. Just by that it gives the stamp of veracity to what it
relates. But in truth, by the knowledge which is given us of their faults and
weaknesses, our great men are in no wise made lesser but actually greater
and more instructive. If they stood before us as the purest models of
perfection we should attribute them-as having a different nature, which has
been denied to us. Were they without passion without internal struggles
their virtues would seem to us the outcome of some higher nature, hardl);
a merit and certainly no model that we could hope to emulate. Take, for
instance Moses's My, Did we not know that he could also fly into a passion,
his meekness and modesty would seem to us to be his inborn natural dis-
position, and lost to us as an example. Just his D™an X2 wow gives his my
its true greatness, shows it to us as the result of a great work of self-control
and self-ennoblement which we all should copy because we all could copy.



Rav Hirsch Bereishis 25:27
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Rav Nisson Wolpin, Jewish Action, Winter 2002

Rabbi Yazkov Kamenewky, 2™
described all of those whose lives and
actions are chronicled in Scriptures as
malachim—angels, no less, far beyond
our comprehension. Rabbi Aaron
Kaotler, z"%, instructed teachers of
tinokos shel befs rabban similarly in a
lecnre ar a Torah Umesorah gathering,
published in Mishnas Rav Aaron, suess-
ing that even Eisav was of 2 greatness
beyond cur reckoning, Rabbi Gedalya
Schorr, =t focused on the narure of
the prize in the bartle berween Joseph
and his hrothers as mitzehiyus—a key
factor in the eternal destiny of the
Jewish people—and Jeseph's “conczm
with his physical appearance” as an
expression of royal dignity, or a reflec-
tion of the ultimare manifestarion of
human perfection as personified by
Adam and Jacob; not 2nother case of
adolescent narcissism. (Rabbi Eliyzhu
Hliczer Dessler, 2% expounds on the
sivaley of Joseph and his brothers with
his signature profundity in Micky
MeEliyahu 1, pp. 219-229.)

We dare not risk belitding the like
of Joseph. and his brothers, by equar-
i:_:_grimmwichusinmy&.sbion.

Rav Shimon Shwalb — quoted in Shapiro p. 4

even—an Esay, how can all e

Rav Emanuel Feldman, Jewish Action Summer 2002

o sooner does a leading
rosh yeshivah or rabbinic
-L fuminary pass from the scene
than the Orthodox media swings into
action wirth his life stor Articles. remi-
niscences. appreciations, and book-
lengzh treatments—all of them suitably
adulatory—begin to appear. so that
even relativelv obscure gedofim become
more famous in death than in life.
Mosz of ehese life stories—uwith a few
snining exceprions—nave common
themes: the individual was brillian:.
profound. wise. righteous. and kind.
He was never angn. never discouraged.
never wasted any time. never had anv
inner confliczs, Thus it comes as no
Surprise that cert

0 QUESTIONS—QUues-
tiens that are crucial to our under-
standing of anyv major leader—wil!
rarehv be addressed.
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What ethical purpose is served by preserving a realistic historic picture? Nothing
but the satisfaction of curiosity. We should tell ourselves and our children the good
memories of the good people, their unshakeable faith, their staunch defense of
tradition, their life of truth, their impeccable honesty, their boundless charity and
their great reverence for Torah and Torah sages. . . . Rather than write the history of
our forebears, every generation has to put a veil over the human failings of its elders
and glorify all the rest which is great and beautiful. That means we have to do
without a real history book. We can do without. We do not need realism, we need
inspiration from our forefathers in order to pass it on to posterity.’

One shudders to think how it would
be written rodav, Would any contemn-
porary religious writer dare mention
that Joseph. in his vouth. was con-

<érned with his physical appearance
iRashi on Gen. 37:21% As for Jacobs

favoring one son over another—would
not our writer gloss over that inconve-
nient fact? Would Josephs wlebearing
be omicted. as well as the jealousy of
the Ddrochers? Would not the stor of
Judan and Tamar be excised because it
might offend—as would the stor of
Joseph and the wite of Potifar® And the
slaughter of the inhabiwants of Shechem
is 50 unbecoming the sons of Jacob thar

it might best be elided. The actual hurl-
ing of Joseph nto the pit and his subse-
quent sale into siaveri—would not this

Puerile,
cookie-cutter life
stories are no
tribute to the
gedolint and
no help ro us.

cast an unflattering and cruel light on
E;ﬂf !Drnflht‘r_f.. Jnd hf C.‘CPLlrgd[f_’d !:]'{lm
the ston

In todav's gadol-ography ithe term i
irresistible: we would be treated onlv o
tne bare-bones information that
Joseph. whom Jacob loved very much,
mvsteriousiy disappeared. causing
Jacob great anguish. and did not
appear unal 22 vears later as viceroy of
Egipr. Jacob. we would be wld. never
iost hope. since he was 4 great saddrk
and Juseph. abvo a great szaddik like his
father. alwavs knew that some dav he
would see his tather again. And when
because of the grear famine Jacob went
down to Egvpt. he hnally was reunired
with his sen. and lived happily ever
afrer in Goshen until he died at the
ripe oid age of 147,



