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Our Roles, Rights and Responsibilities in America
Our Obligation of Loyalty fo the United States
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4, So said the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, to all the

exile which | have exiled from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5.
Build houses and dwell [therein], and plant gardens and eat
their produce. 6. Take wives and beget sons and daughters,
and take wives for your sons and give your daughters to
men, and they shall bear sons and daughters, and multiply
there and be not diminished. 7. And seek the peace of the
city where | have exiled you and pray for it to the Lord, for

in its peace you shall have peace.
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On reaching the shoras o; the United States, Jews
found a safe haven. The rights guaranteed by the
Uaited SFutas Constituticon and the Bill of Rights
have allowed us the freedom to practice our religion

without interference and to live in this republic in

safaty.

A fundamental principle of Judaism is hakaras hatoy --
recognizing benefits afforded us and giving expression

to our appreciation. Therefore, it is incumbent upon
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each Jewish citizen to participate in the democratic

system which guards the freedoms we enjeyn. The most
fundamantal responsibility incumbent on each individual

is to register and to vote.

isracl }m:; now shared for thousands of years. .Lct us repeat—in which \
ever land Jews shall live as citizens, as 111113b1_mnts or enjoying h}?ul .
protection, they shall honour and love the princes and qucmmuu .li
tribute with every possible power to their good, anc

their own, contrl \ ! a |
fulfil all the duties towards prince and land which a subject owes to his

prince, an inhabitant to his land, and a citizen to his country.

Therefora, I urge all members of the Jewish community
to fulfill their obligations by registering as sOch as
possible, and by voting. 323y this, we can axpress our
appraciation and contribute to the continued gacurity

of our community.
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We must note that our decision is not primarily an expression
of a pragmatic-utilitarian approach but reflects a halakhic-historic
tradition which has always wanted to see the Jew committed to all
social and national institutions of the land of his birth or choice
which affords to him all the privileges and prerogatives of citizen-
ship. Particularly, the Halakhah emphasizes the duty of the Jew
to share in the defense of his homeland in the way in which he
is best fitted. Since we as rabbis cannot participate in the physi-
cal defense effort, the only way in which we are able to serve our
country is to offer counsel and spiritual comfort to those who are
called upon to perform this great physical task. Let us remember
that the burden they carry is by far a heavier one than ours.

I. Halachik Confrontation
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MISHNAH. NO MONEY MAY BE TAKEN IN CHANGE
EITHER FROM THE BOX OF THE CUSTOMS-
COLLECTORS16 OR FROM THE PURSE OF THE TAX-
COLLECTORS, NOR MAY CHARITY BE TAKEN FROM
THEM, THOUGH IT MAY BE TAKEN FROM THEIR OWN

COINS WHICH THEY HAVE AT] HOME OR IN THE MARKET PLACE.

GEMARA. In the case of customs-collectors, why should the dictum of Samuel not apply that the law of the State
is law? — R. Hanina b. Kahana said that Samuel stated that a customs-collector who is bound

by no limit [is surely not acting lawfully]. At the School of R. Jannai it was stated that we are dealing here with a

customs-collector who acts on his own authority.
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II. Conflict of Interest
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Challenges in Warfare
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Let us now approach the quesiion from the emotional side. As has been pointed
oot in your leading article on the retention of the Hebrew langvage as the medinm
of our ioterconrse with the Almighty Creator of the Universe, Hebrew is the bond
‘of union which links all Jews in one common brotherhood throughout the habitable
globe. It is in some respects as the Masonic fraternal grasp, of which we haveé an
interesting illuou:ation “preserved in the history of the Crimean War, wben,'during
the attack on the Redan at Bebastopol, an English officer who led one of the attack-
ing parties had » musket Jevelled at bim by & Raseian soldier behind the embrasares,
aod who was just going topull the trigger, when the English officer made an exclama.-
tioa. A Russian officer happening to hear it, struck the musket aside,and grasping the
hand of the English officer, exc'aimed : * Ile is my brother! " and pulled him into

the Russian lines, avd-thus saved his-life.-We might- multiply instances when on-

the battle-field dying and wounded Jews have recognised each other by the uttering
of the SAcmang in the Hebrew tongue, Jéws need not, hawever, be under sny

apprehension of Hebrew ceasing to be their langruage. The langnage of which we-

read “ I have also spoken by ths Prophets, &c.” (Hosea xii., 10), is in no danger of
being obliterated, - _
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http://onthemainline.blogspot.com/2009/1
1/two-soldiers-and-shema-yisrael.html




