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The Entebbe Raid 40 Years Later - A Torah Perspective

I. Exchanging Hostages

1. The Prime Ministers, p. 221
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And then, in a voice hardened ruthlessly, she thundered, “European
governments have no alternative but to decide what they are going to do.
To each one that upholds the rule of law I suggest there is but only one
answer — no deals with terrorists; no truck with terrorism. Any government
which strikes a deal with these killers does so at its own peril. What hap-
pened in Vienna is that a democratic government, a European government,
came to an agreement with terrorists. In so doing it has brought shame
upon itself. In so doing it has breached a basic principle of the rule of law,
the basic principle of the freedom of the movement of peoples — or should
I just say the basic freedom of the movement of Jews fleeing Russia? Oh,
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what a victory for terrorism this is!”
The ensuing applause told Golda that she had gotten her message
across to a goodly portion of the Council of Europe, so off she flew to

Vienna.
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“In that case,” said Rabin with alacrity, “since the terrorist ultima-
tum is scheduled to run out at two p.M. tomorrow, | intend to propose to
the full cabinet that we negotiate with the hijackers for the release of the
hostages. We will negotiate through the French. If we are unable to rescue
them by force we have no moral right to abandon them. We must exchange
them for terrorists held here in our jails in Israel. Our negotiations will be
in earnest, not a tactical ruse to gain time. And we will keep our side of
any deal we strike.”

“I object,” countered Peres.

“I'm sure you do,” muttered Rabin between his teeth, but this time
Peres was not to be silenced.

“We have never agreed in the past to free prisoners who have mur-
dered innocent civilians,” he thundered. “If we give in to the hijackers’
demands and release terrorists, everyone will understand us but no one
will respect us. If, on the other hand, we conduct a military operation to
free the hostages, it is possible that no one will understand us, but every-
one will respect us, depending, of course” - this in a whisper — “on the
outcome of the operation.”

Rabin, glowering, decanted his unrestrained rage: “For God’s sake,
Shimon, our problem at this moment is not more of your heroic rhetoric.
Ifyou have a better proposal, let’s hear it. What do you suggest? You know
s wellas I do that the relatives of the hostages are stalking us day and night.
ey are beside themselves with fear, clamoring for us to make an exchange,
and for good reason. What do they say? They say that Israel freed terrorists

MISHNAH. CAPTIVES SHOULD NOT BE REDEEMED FOR MORE THAN THEIR VALUE, TO PREVENT ABUSES.16 CAPTIVES
SHOULD NOT BE HELPED TO ESCAPE, TO PREVENT ABUSES. RABBAN SIMEON B. GAMALIEL SAYS [THAT THE REASON IS] TO

PREVENT THE ILL-TREATMENT OF FELLOW CAPTIVES.

GEMARA. The question was raised: Does this prevention of abuses relate to the burden which may be imposed on the
community or to the possibility that the activities [of the bandits] may be stimulated? — Come and hear: Levi b. Darga
ransomed his daughter for thirteen thousand denarii of gold.19 Said Abaye: But are you sure that he acted with the consent

of the Sages? perhaps he acted against the will of the Sages.

CAPTIVES SHOULD NOT BE HELPED TO ESCAPE, TO PREVENT ABUSES. RABBAN SIMEON B. GAMALIEL SAYS, THE REASON IS
TO PREVENT THE ILL-TREATMENT OF FELLOW CAPTIVES. What practical difference does it make which reason we adopt? —

The difference arises where there is only one captive.
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7) New York Times, June 1, 1977

|Hasidim in Brooklyn Feuding Over Israel and Neighborhood Sanctity

Last July 4, the differences over Israel's statehood became a public
issue, after Israeli commandos rescued hijacked passengers at
Entebbe Airport in Uganda.

“Rabbi Schneerson referred to it as a miracle,” says Rabbi Yehuda
Krinsky, a personal secretary to the grand rebbe. “After all, he said,
miracles are not only things that happened long ago. We're the
same people as when the Sea of Reeds was parted” Satmar officials
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charged that Israeli had no right to risk lives of soldiers to save passengers, that this was a secular decision not covered in Jewish

guidelines.
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and Destiny

“ d is perhaps the
fifth knock of the Beloved 1s pe: :
;};leimportant of all. For the first time in the .1'\15—
- of our exile, divine providence has surprised
e’ h the sensational discovery that

r enemies wit nal ¢
;)elzluish blood is not free for the taking, 15 not hefker! 1f

anti-Semites wish to descri
“an eye for an eye,
+hem If we wish to ur ‘
Let us not forget that the venom of Hitlerian

anti-Semitism, which made the Jews like the fish of
the sea to be preyed upon by all, still infects many
in our generation who viewed the horrific spectacle
of the gassing of millions with indifference, as an
ordinary event not requiring a moment’s thought.
The antidote to this deadly poison that envenomed
minds and benumbed hearts is the readiness of the
State of Israel to defend the lives of its sons, its
builders. It is the voice of my Beloved that knock-
oth!

ibe this phenomenon as
" so be it; we will agree with
heroically defend our natlon?l-
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14) Saul David, Operation Thunderbolt p. 342
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make. But you, Mr Prime Minister, you who are the leader of a team
—and I have some knowledge of being a leader of a team — I say that
while all your colleagues have a share in the decision-making respon-
sibility, upon your shoulders rests an extra morsel of responsibility.
And who can measure the weight of that extra morsel?

Begin then made the inevitable — if inaccurate — analogy between the
German-sanctioned selektzia at Entebbe and the more infamous
actions of Dr Mengele at Auschwitz when a finger to the right had
condemned Jewish men, women and children to death. Then there
had been ‘no one to save them’; now there was. ‘Now, he said, his
voice rising for emphasis, ‘we declare for all to hear: Never again! Our
generation has taken a solemn oath consecrated in the blood of
our slain mothers, our butchered fathers, our asphyxiated babes,
and our fallen brave — never again will the hland of the Tour ho chad
BrSecuted, O MUILLLIAITU; UL UIEEHIvAIN) Ma === .
ay endangered simply because he or she is a Jew) th.en Israel would
arshal all its strength ‘to come to their aid and bring them to the
fe haven of our homeland’. This was ‘the message of Entebbe’

The thunderous applause went on for some minutes as politician’s
f all hues registered their approval. For this one day, at least, Israel’s

s were united.



