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Midrash Rabba 85:1 And it came to pass at that time’-R. Shmuel the son of Nachman
said...The brothers were busy in the selling of Yosef, Yosef was busy with his sackcloth
and fasting, Reuven was busy with his sackcloth and fasting, Ya'akov was busy with his
sackcloth and fasting, Yehuda was busy taking a wife for himself, and G-d was busy
creating the light of the King Messiah. ‘And it came to pass at that time and Yehuda
parted ways...’before the first enslavement is born, the final redeemer is born.’
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What precedes this passage? And the Midianites sold him into Egypt (Gen. XXXVII, 36),
which is followed by AND IT CAME TO PASS AT THAT TIME; yet surely Scripture
should have continued with, And Joseph was brought down to Egypt (ib. 39:1)? R.
Leazar said: This was done in order to bring two passages of ' descent’ together. R.
Johanan said: In order to bring the two phrases ' discern, I pray thee , together.
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R. Hunia said: A holy spirit was enkindled within her. THY SIGNET alludes to royalty,
... AND THY CORD (PETHIL - EKA) alludes to the Sanhedrin, ...AND THY STAFF
alludes to the royal Messiah, ...R. Judah b. Nahman quoted in the name of R. Simeon b.
Lakish: Laughing in His habitable earth, laughing always before him (Prov.VIIL 31, 30).
The Torah laughs at men. The Holy One, blessed be He, said to Judah: ' Thou didst
deceive thy father with a kid of goats; by thy life! Tamar will deceive thee with a kid of
goats.’
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Midrash Rabbah 85:11 And G-d said to Yehuda, ‘You deceived your father with a goat.
By your life, Tamar will deceive you with a goat.’



