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Once when R. Manyumi b. Helkiah and R. Helkiah b. Tobiah and R. Huna b. Hiyya were
sitting together they said: If anyone knows anything about Kefar Sekania of Egypt, let
him say. One of them said; Once a betrothed couple [from there] were carried off by
heathens who married them to one another. The woman said: I beg of you not to touch
me, as I have no Kethuva from you. So he did not touch her till his dying day. When he
died, she said: Mourn for this man who has kept his passions in check more than Joseph,
because Joseph was exposed to temptation only a short time, but this man every day.
Joseph was not in one bed with the woman but this man was; in Joseph's case she was
not his wife, but here she was. The next then began and said: On one occasion forty
bushels of corn were selling for a denar, and the number went down one, and they
investigated and found that a man and his son had had sex with a betrothed maiden on
the Day of Atonement, so they brought them to the Beth din and they stoned them and
the original price was restored. The third then began and said: There was a man who
wanted to divorce his wife, but hesitated because she had a big marriage settlement. He
accordingly invited his friends and gave them a good feast and made them drunk and put
them all in one bed. He then brought the white of an egg and scattered it among them
and brought witnesses and appealed to the Beth din. There was a certain elder there of
the disciples of Shammai the Elder, named Baba b. Buta, who said: This is what I have
been taught by Shammai the Elder, that the white of an egg contracts when brought near
the fire, but semen becomes faint from the fire. They tested it and found that it was so,
and they brought the man to the Beth din and flogged him and made him pay her
Kethuva. Said Abaye to R. Joseph: Since they were so virtuous, why were they punished?
— He replied: Because they did not mourn for Jerusalem, as it is written; Rejoice ye with
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Jerusalem and be glad for her, all ye that love her, rejoice for joy with her all ye that
mourn over her.
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But how could Baba b. Buta have advised Herod to pull down the Temple, . .Who are
they, he said, who teach, From the midst of thy brethren you shalt set up a king over
thee, [stressing the word ‘brethren’]? The Rabbis! He therefore arose and killed all the
Rabbis, sparing, however, Baba b. Buta, that he might take counsel of him.



He placed on his head a garland of hedgehog bristles and put out his eyes. One day he
came and sat before him and said: See, Sir, what this wicked slave [Herod] does. What
do you want me to do to him, replied Baba b. Buta. He said: I want you to curse him. He
replied with the verse, Even in thy thoughts you should not curse a king. Said Herod to
him: But this is no king. He replied: Even though he be only a rich man, it is written, And
in thy bedchamber do not curse the rich; and be he no more than a prince, it is written, A
prince among thy people you shalt not curse. Said Herod to him: This applies only to one
who acts as one of ‘thy people’, but this man does not act as one of thy people. He said:
am afraid of him. But, said Herod, there is no-one who can go and tell him, since we two
are quite alone. He replied: For a bird of the heaven shall carry the voice and that which
hath wings shall tell the matter. Herod then said: T am Herod. Had I known that the
Rabbis were so circumspect, I should not have killed them. Now tell me what amends I
can make. He replied: As you have extinguished the light of the world, [for so the Rabbis
are called] as it is written, For the commandment is a light and the Torah a lamp, go now
and attend to the light of the world [which is the Temple, of which] it is written, And all
the nations become enlightened by it. Some report that Baba b. Buta answered him thus:
As you have blinded the eye of the world, [for so the Rabbis are called] as it is written, if
it be done unwittingly by the eyes of the congregation, go now and attend to the eye of
the world, [which is the Temple] as it is written, I will profane my sanctuary, the pride of
your power, the delight of your eyes. Herod replied: I am afraid of the Government [of
Rome]. He said: Send an envoy, and let him take a year on the way and stay in Rome a
year and take a year coming back, and in the meantime you can pull down the Temple
and rebuild it. He did so, and received the following message [from Rome]: If you have
not yet pulled it down, do not do so; if you have pulled it down, do not rebuild it; if you
have pulled it down and already rebuilt it, you are one of those bad servants who do first
and ask permission afterwards. Though you strut with your sword, your genealogy is
here; [we know] you are neither a reka nor the son of a reka, but Herod the slave who has
made himself a freedman. ...
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A certain Babylonian went up to the Land of Israel and took a wife [there]. ‘Boil me two
(a few - a meal of) lentils; he ordered, and she boiled him (only) two lentils, which
infuriated him with her. The next day he said to her, ‘Boil me a full amount of lentils, so
she boiled him a huge amount of lentils. He said to her: ‘Go and bring me two bezuni
(watermelons);” so she went and brought him two candles. He said to her ‘Go and break
them on the head of the baba (doorway).” Now Baba b. Buta was sitting on the threshold,
engaged in judging in a lawsuit. So she went and broke them on his head. He said to her,
‘What did you do? She replied, ‘My husband ordered me. He rejoined ‘You have
performed your husband's will, may the Almighty give you two sons like Baba ben Buta.
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R. Eliezer says: a man may freely offer a suspensive guilt-offering on any day and at any
time he pleases. Such a sacrifice was known as the guilt-offering of the pious. It is said of
Baba b. Buta that he used to freely offer a suspensive guilt-offering every day, except on
the day following the day of atonement. He declared: by this temple! Had they allowed
me, I would have offered one even then, but they said unto me, wait until you have come
to a state of doubt
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Our Rabbis taught: It once happened that Hillel the Elder brought his burnt-offering
into the Temple Court on a Festival for the purpose of laying hands thereon. The
disciples of Shammai the Elder gathered around him and asked: What is the nature of
this animal? He replied to them: It is a female and T brought it as a peace-offering.



[Thereupon] he swung its tail for them and they went away. On that day Beth Shammai
got the upper hand over Beth Hillel and wished to fix the halachah according to their
ruling. But an old man of the disciples of Shammai the Elder was there named Baba b.
Buta, who knew that the halachah is as Beth Hillel and he sent and fetched all the sheep
of Kedar that were in Jerusalem and put them Into the Temple Court and said: Whoever
wishes to lay on hands let him come and lay on hands; and on that day Beth Hillel got the
upper hand and established the halachah according to their opinion and there was no
one there who disputed it.
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R. Abba stated in the name of Shmuel: For three years there was a dispute between Beth
Shammai and Beth Hillel, the former asserting, ‘The halachah is in agreement with our
views’ and the latter contending, ‘The halachah is in agreement with our views’. Then a
bath kol issued announcing, ‘[The utterances of| both are the words of the living God,
but the halachah is in agreement with the rulings of Beth Hillel’. Since, however, both are
the words of the living God’ what was it that entitled Beth Hillel to have the halachah
fixed in agreement with their rulings? Because they were kindly and modest, they
studied their own rulings and those of Beth Shammai, and were even so [humble] as to
mention the actions of Beth Shammai before theirs,
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Beit Shammai did not act according to their own view because Beit Hillel were in the
majority; while the other maintains that they did act [according to their view, because] a
majority is to be followed only where both sides are equally matched; in this case,
however, Beit Shammai were sharper in terms of intellect.
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