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R. Simla lectured: When the Israelites gave precedence to Blwe will dol@ over
we will hearken, six hundred thousand ministering angels came and set
two crowns upon each man of Israel, one as a reward for Bwe will do, and
the other as a reward for Bwe will hearkenl. But as soon as Israel sinned,
one million two hundred thousand destroying angels descended and
removed them, as it is said, And the children of Israel stripped themselves
of their ornaments from mount Horeb. R. Hama son of R. Hanina said: At
Horeb they put them on and at Horeb they put them off. At Horeb the put
them on, as we have stated. At Horeb they put them off, for it is written,
And [the children of Israel] stripped themselves, etc. R. Johanan observed:
And Moses was privileged and received them all, for in proximity thereto it
is stated, And Moses took the tent. Resh Lakish said: [Yet] the Holy One,
blessed be He, will return them to us in the future, for it is said, and the
ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come with singing unto Zion; and
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; the joy from of old shall be upon
their heads.

R. Eleazar said: When the Israelites gave precedence to Bwe will dol over
we will hearken,? a Heavenly Voice went forth and exclaimed to them,
Who revealed to My children this secret, which is employed by the
Ministering Angels, as it is written, Bless the Lord, ye angels of his. Ye
mighty in strength, that fulfil his word, That hearken unto the voice of his
word: first they fulfil and then they hearken?
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[God] said to Moses, 'Go up to God along with Aaron, Nadav and Avihu, and
seventy of the elders of Israel. [All of] you must bow down at a distance.
Only Moses shall then approach God. The others may not come close, and
the people may not go up with him. Moses came and told the people all of
God's words and all the laws. The people all responded with a single voice,
'We will keep every word that God has spoken.' Moses wrote down all of
God's words. He got up early in the morning, and built an altar at the foot
of the mountain, along with twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of Israel. He
sent the [consecrated] young menamong the Israelites, and they
offered oxen as burnt offerings and peace offerings to God. Moses took half
the blood [of these offerings], and put it into large bowls. The other half he
sprinkled on the altar. He took the book of the covenant and read it aloud

to the people. They replied, 'We will do and obey all that God has declared.'
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Moses went up to God. God called to him from the mountain and said, 'This
is what you must say to the family of Jacob and tell the Israelites: 'You saw
what | did in Egypt, carrying you on eagles' wings and bringing you to Me.
Now if you obey Me and keep My covenant, you shall be My special
treasure among all nations, even though all the world is Mine. You will be a
kingdom of priests and a holy nation to Me.' These are the words that you
must relate to the Israelites.' Moses came [back] and summoned the elders
of the people, conveying to them all that God had said. All the people

answered as one and said, 'All that God has spoken, we will do.'
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