Establishing Boundaries of Orthodoxy in the Modern Era
The Great Mechitza Battles of the 20™ Century
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B. LItvin, The Sanctity of the Synagogue p. 125

June 17, 1957
Dear Mr. Litvin,

In reference to what is written in my name, that “the
prohibition of mixed pews is Biblical law,” it would be better
to change the words to read: “the prohibition against praying
in a synagogue without a mechitzah of at least eighteen tefahim
(handbreadths) or sixty-five inches high, is a Biblical law.”
Stronger emphasis should be put on the point that it is prohibited
1o pray in a synagogue without a proper mechitzah, even though
there is separate seating.

Sincerely yours,
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein
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Sanctity of the Synagogue p. 117

14: R. Dr. J. B. Soloveitchik, On Seating and Sanctification

In my opinion, Orthodoxy must mobilize all its forces and
wage an indefatigable battle against the “christianization” (I
have no other name for it) of the synagogue—a process which
is being accomplished by people who possess no sense of ha-
lachah and no historical-philosophical concept of the nature
of prayer; but they do have the arrogance to wreck principles
and traditions which have become hallowed through blood and
tears.

And I do not believe this battle will be a lost one.

In the mingled seating of women and men I see no pro-
gressive idea which should appeal to the person of culture.
The American Jew, though he is ignorant in matters of Jewish
law, has a great amount of common sense, and a certain in-
tellectual honesty. I am convinced that if the Jewish public
were to be truly enlightened on this matter, it would react
quite differently to this reprehensible reform. It would under-
stand that the separation of men and women implies not dis-
respect or contempt for woman, as the representatives of the
half-reformed camp would interpret. On the contrary, it is
based on the Jewish sense of modesty, a sense identical with
the attitude of reverence for Deity, a sense which the Judaism
of Abraham and Sarah has shown toward woman as the mother
and builder of the people Israel. When they, the angels, said
unto him: Where is Sarah thy wife? Abraham simply replied,
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Sanctity of the Synagogue p. 141
In conclusion, let me say that it is completely irrelevant to
problem whether fifty or five percent of the membership
the Rabbinical Council of America occupy pulpits in syna-
es with improper seating arrangements. The violation of
religious or ethical principle does not affect its validity and
ency, even though a large segment of the community is
aged in doing so. A transcendental tenet is binding regardless
its unpopularity with the multitudes. Was the commandment
inst murder declared null and void while the Nazi hordes

re practicing genocide?

Rav Elchonon Wasserman, Kuntres Divrei Sofrim 2:8
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