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Automatic Lights and Video Equipment on Shabbos
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ITI. Automatic Lights
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Rav Bleich — Tradition 35:3

Ill. Video Cameras
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In a short and succinct reply published in Tebumin, vol. XIV
{5754}, Rabbi Feinstein responded that “since this script is non-durable
{eino mitkayyem)® and is even inferior [to writing that is eino mit-
kayyem) therefore it [entering into range of the monitor] constitutes, at
most, a rabbinic transgression.” Rabbi Feinstein then concludes that, in
any ¢vent, no transgression is involved since the act of producing an
image on the monitor is a pesik reisha de-lo ikhpat leih, i.c., the prohibit-
ed act is an unintended effect of an entirely permissible act and the
actor is indifferent to that unintended effect.

Nevertheless, Rabbi Neuwirth reports that the late R. Shlomoh
Zalman Aucrbach had expressed the opinion that utilization of closed-
circuit television is permissible under all circumstances because the
image projected on the monitor cannot at all be considered to be
encompassed within the category of “writing.” Thar observarion
reflects a sophisticated understanding of how a television image is actu-
ally produced. A television receiver contains a screen whose back is
coated with a fluorescent compound. When an image is projected, a
narrow beam of electrons bombards the back of the screen in a scan-
ning acton. Electrons emitted by a cathode-ray tube cause the coating

R. Shlomoh Zalman Auerbach permits utilization of a video surveil-
lance system for the most fundamental of reasons. In order to elucidate
Rabbi Auerbach’s ruling it should be noted that when a camera snaps a
picture no discernible image is generated on the film. The picture
emerges only when the film is developed. Accordingly, taking the picture
can hardly be a form of writing. Rabbi Aucrbach notes that a person who
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