Rabbi Yonah Gross Beth Hamedrosh

Crash Course in Basic Judasim V
What is Our View of Sexuality?

|. Source for Confusion
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They were both naked, man and his wife, and they were not ashamed.

1D 7109 2 719 N'UNIA "W (2

M1 X7 ,NINW NNP7 QYT 12 NN 19 7V qXI1L,YUAY7 210 1 'NAnY NIAY T 0T A RYY - IWWIAN' K71 (D)

VA7 210 "2 NN YT YIN X' 12 01011 YV [N 17DK TV VN Xt i
They didn’t know the way of modesty to distinguish between good and bad and even though he had the
knowledge to call names, he wasn’t given the ‘evil inclination’ until he ate from the tree and received the

‘evil inclination’ and the ability to discern between good and evil.

Il. What could be positive?
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She said, ‘I will not leave you until you tell me your name, the name of your town, the name of your

teacher, the name of your school in which you study the Torah’. He wrote all this down and handed it to
her....; the bed clothes, however, she retained. She then came to the Beth Hamidrash of R. Hiyya, and
said to him, ‘Master, give instructions about me that they make me a proselyte’. ‘My daughter’, he
eplied; ‘perhaps you have set your eyes on one of the disciples?’ She thereupon took out the script and
handed it to him. ‘Go’, said he ‘and enjoy your acquisition’. Those very bed-clothes which she had
spread for him for an illicit purpose she now spread out for him lawfully.

1. Why an Ideal?
5) Rav Joseph Soloveichik - Uvikashta MiSham p.111
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of the halakhic commandments on the body. The purpose of the
halakhic imperative is not to label man’s sensual body as impure
and thus reject it, but to purify it and draw it closer to God. The
halakhic factor, when applied to pleasure-filled, self-satisfied
fleshly existence, an existence driven by untamed instincts and
made insensitive by savage lusts, bestows the glory of the Shekhi--
nah on the human body.

The Halakhah enjoins man to take no less pleasure than the
hedonist in the glory and splendor of the creation. The pleasure
of halakhic man, however, is refined, measured, and purified — the
cnjoyme;lt of one who has penetrated the furnace of lust and un-
derstood its nature. It contains something of the aesthetic attitude
of the skeptic, who has tasted his fill of the world but not found
satisfaction, as well as something of the moral discipline of the
man of duty, who is afflicted by his drives but manages to over-
come them. The Torah has never forbidden man the pleasures of
this world, nor does it demand asceticism and self-torture. The
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