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Our Roles, Rights and Responsibilities in America

Is Democracy the Best Policy?

I. The Mitzvah of a King
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14. When you come to the land the Lord, your God, is giving you, and you possess it and live therein, and you
say, "l will set a king over myself, like all the nations around me,"
15. you shall set a king over you, one whom the Lord, your God, chooses; from among your brothers, you shall set
a king over yourself; you shall not appoint a foreigner over yourself, one who is not your brother.
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4. And all the elders of Israel gathered, and came to Samuel, to Ramah.
5. And they said to him, "Behold, you have grown old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now,
set up for us a king to judge us like all the nations."
6. And the thing was displeasing in the eyes of Samuel, when they said, "Give us a king to judge us,"
and Samuel prayed to the Lord.
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Since it is a mitzvah to appoint a king, why was God displeased with the people's request of a king from Samuel?
Because they made their request in a spirit of complaint. Rather than seeking to fulfill the mitzvah of appointing a
king, they were simply intent on rejecting the Prophet Samuel as implied by God's reply to him (I Samuel 8:7): "It
is not you, but Me they have rejected.'
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