Pre Tisha B'Av Series - 5772 Rabbi Yonah Gross

At Home While Abroad III: Our Current Dialectic

I. A Paradigm for being Two Places at Once
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Introduction to Sha’arei Yosher
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what am I?7” If he constricts his
“I” to a narrow domain, limited to what the eye can see [is him], then his “I” — what is it? Vanity
and ignorable. But if his feelings are broader and include [all of] creation, that he is a great
person and also like a small limb in this great body, then he is lofty and of great worth. In a great
engine even the smallest screw is important if it even serves the smallest role in the engine. For
the whole is made of parts, and no more than the sum of its parts.




http://www.ushistory.org/mikvehisrael/
Michael Gratz (1740-1811) was Parnas of
Mikveh Israel from 1784 to 1785. As a
tribute to him and his wife Miriam, the
northwestern section of the cemetery was
reserved for the Gratz family. He arrived
from Germany in 1758, following his older
brother, Bernard, who was previously
apprenticed to David Franks. Together they
set up a coastal shipping service between
New Orleans and Quebec. The French &
Indian Wars interfered with shipping, and
drove the brothers to western frontier trade
in Pennsylvania, lllinois and Kentucky. They,
along with David Franks, Mathias Bush and
others, signed the Non-Importation
Resolutions of 1765 to protest the Stamp
Act. Later, the Gratz brothers supplied the
Continental Army. During the British
occupation of Philadelphia, the firm
relocated to Lancaster, home of the father-
in-law of Michael Gratz, Joseph Simon.

B. Shifting to Tisha B’Av

12. Leizer ben Leib to Michael Gratz
Lancaster, 3 Ab, 5529 (August 6, 156g).

Leizer writes that he and Barnard Jacobs are carefully examining the
Torah scroll with the aid of the very best European tikkuné soferim
(the plural form of tikkun soferim, the model which the scribe, or safer,
uses in copying the Torah], and have already found five words missing.
God knows how many more they will find. Leizer asks Gratz to make
apologies on his behalf for his failure 1o write to Gratz’s “dearest one.”’
She knows that he cannot write English. He also wishes Gratz “a
merry Tisha b’A” (fast of the ninth day of Ab).
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The most revealing of all accounts of Jewish Sabbath observance in the
colonial period, however, comes from a missionary to the Delaware Indian ¢
named David McClure. Sometime in 1772 he spent a weekend in Lancaste o
Pennsylvania, and went with a business order on Saturday to the home of

Joseph Simon, a prominent Jewish merchant:

{Simon] said, “Gentlemen, today is my Sabbath, & 1 do not do business in
it; if you will please to call tomorrow, I will wait on you.” We observed that
the same reasons which prevented his payment of the order on that day
would prevent our troubling him the day following [Sunday), We apologized
for our intruding on his Sabbath, & told him we would wait until Moaday,
He replied, you are on a journey, & it may be inconvenient to you to wait,
_Hc went to call in his neighbor, Dr. Boyd, & took from his Desk bag, laid
1t ou the table & presented the order to the Dr. The Doctor counted out the
wouey and we gave a recipt, The Jew sat looking on, to see that all was
rightly transacted, but said nothing, & thus quieted his conscience against
the rebuke of a viclation of his Sabbath,

For the Future
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For Present

13)Sefer Hamoadim (R. Yom Tov Levinski)
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15) Halachik Man, P. 141-142
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NOTES TO P. 4

And, second, this ideology is intrinsically false and deceptive. That

religious consciousness in man’s experience which is most _profound
and most elevated, which penetrates to the very depths and ascends to

ljlng_yﬁelgEls, is not that simple and comfortable. On the contrary, it
is excepuionally complex, rigorous, and tortuous. Wheymu_@pd__i@
comElexily, there you find its greatness. The religious experience,
from beginning to end, is antinomic and antithetic. The consciou.mess
of homo religiosus flings bitter accusations againstitself and immediately

is filled with regret, judges its desires and yearnings with excessive
severity, and at the same time steeps itself in them, casts derogatory
?spersions onits own attributes, flails away at them, but also subjugates
itself to them. It is in a condition of spiritual crisis, of psychic ascent
and descent, of contradiction arising from affirmation and negation,
self-abnegation and self-appreciation. The ideas of temporality and
¢ternity, knowledge and choice (necessity and freedom), love and fear
(the yearning for God and the flight from His glorious splendor),
incredible, overbold daring, and an extreme sense of humility, tran-
scendence and God’s closeness, the profane and the holy, etc., etc.,
struggle within his religious consciousness, wrestle and grapple with
each other. This oneascends a i , this falls and this rises.
Religion is not, at the outset, a refuge of grace and mercv for the




