Pre Tisha B'Av Series - 5772 Rabbi Yonah Gross

At Home While Abroad I: Preparing for Exile

I. The Scene of the Age
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Our Rabbis taught: When the Temple was destroyed for the second time, large numbers in Israel
became ascetics, binding themselves neither to eat meat nor to drink wine. R. Joshua got into
conversation with them and said to them: My sons, why do you not eat meat nor drink wine? They
replied: Shall we eat flesh which used to be brought as an offering on the altar, now that this altar is in
abeyance? Shall we drink wine which used to be poured as a libation on the altar, but now no longer?
He said to them: If that is so, we should not eat bread either, because the meal offerings have ceased.
They said: [That is so, and] we can manage with fruit. We should not eat fruit either, [he said,] because
there is no longer an offering of first fruits. Then we can manage with other fruits [they said]. But, [he
said,] we should not drink water, because there is no longer any ceremony of the pouring of water. To
this they could find no answer
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And from the day that a Government has come into power which issues cruel decrees against us and
forbids to us the observance of the Torah and the precepts and does not allow us to enter into the ‘week
of the son’ we ought by rights to bind ourselves not to marry and beget children, and the seed of
Abraham our father would come to an end of itself. However, let Israel go their way: it is better that
they should err in ignorance than presumptuously.
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1. By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat, we also wept when we remembered Zion. 2. On willows in its
midst we hung our harps. 3. For there our captors asked us for words of song and our tormentors [asked
of us] mirth, "Sing for us of the song of Zion." 4. "How shall we sing the song of the Lord on foreign soil?"

5. If | forget you, O Jerusalem, may my right hand forget [its skill].




IT. Atonement; Old Style
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Since the goat sent [to Azazel] atones for all of Israel, the High Priest confesses upon it as a spokesman
for all of Israel as [Leviticus 16:21] states: "He shall confess upon it all the sins of the children of Israel."
The goat sent to Azazel atones for all the transgressions in the Torah, the severe and the lighter [sins];
those violated intentionally and those transgressed inadvertently; those which [the transgressor]
became conscious of and those which he was not conscious of. All are atoned for by the goat sent [to
Azazel]. This applies only if one repents. If one does not repent, the goat only atones for the light [sins].

ITT. Adjusting to Change

5) In chapters five through eight, Paul argues that believers can be assured of their hope in salvation,
having been freed from the bondage of sin. Paul teaches that through faith the faithful have been joined
with Jesus (5:1) and freed from sin . Believers should celebrate in the assurance of salvation . This

promise is open to everyone since everyone has sinned, save the one who paid for all of them (3:24).
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epistle to_the Romans#The Judgment_of God_.28Rom_1:18-32.29
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8) R. Jonathan Sacks — A Letter in the Scroll p. 148

He meant this: Now that there was no Temple and no

High Priest, atonement need no longer be vicarious. The

sinner could obtain forgiveness directly. All he or she
needed to do was confess the sin, express remorse and re-
solve not to repeat it in the furure. Atonement was no

longer mediated by a third party. It needed no High Priest,
no sacrifice and no Temple ritual. It was a direct relation-
ship bertween the individual and God. This was one of rab-
binic Judaism’s most magnificent ideas—the concept, long
prefigured in the Bible but never explicitly set our as such,

of teshuvak, the “recurn” of the sinner to God.®
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Rabbi Akiva said: How great is Israel for
before whom are they purified? By their Father
in heaven, just as a mikva purifies the impure,
so to God purifies Israel.
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(Rabbi Akiva) would say How great is man
that was created in the image of God.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assurance
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hope
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salvation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faith
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_of_Nazareth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epistle_to_the_Romans#The_Judgment_of_God_.28Rom_1:18-32.29
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Said Abraham before the Holy One, blessed be He: Sovereign of the Universe, perhaps God forbid, Israel
will sin before Thee and Thou wilt do to them as Thou didst to the generation of the Flood and the
generation of the Division? He answered, Not so. He then said before Him: Sovereign of the Universe, by
what shall | know this? He said: Take me a heifer of three years old etc. He then said before Him:
Sovereign of the Universe, This is very well for the time when the Temple will be standing, but in the
time when there will be no Temple what will befall them? He replied to him: | have already fixed for
them the order of the sacrifices. Whenever they will read the section dealing with them, | will reckon it
as if they were bringing me an offering, and forgive all their iniquities.

IV. Advantages to the Change
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With what shall | come before the LORD and bow down before the exalted God? Shall | come before

him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? ” Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousand rivers of oil? Shall | offer my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for
the sin of my soul?  He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.
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All of the sacrifices are for reasons unknown to us.

V. A New Emphasis
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4. So said the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exile which | have exiled from Jerusalem to
Babylon: 5. Build houses and dwell [therein], and plant gardens and eat their produce. 6. Take wives and
beget sons and daughters, and take wives for your sons and give your daughters to men, and they shall
bear sons and daughters, and multiply there and be not diminished. 7. And seek the peace of the city
where | have exiled you and pray for it to the Lord, for in its peace you shall have peace.



Ramban Sefer HaGeula p.279
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Ramban — Sefere Milchamos Hashem
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Rambam — Letter on Apostacy

However, the position of those who are seduced into remaining in

their places until the advent of the Messiah in the West14 who will

lead them to Jerusalem is the most untenable of all. Moreover, the
obligation to observe the Divine precepts has no relation to the appearance of the Messiah: We are duty

bound at times to engage in the study of the Torah and observe the Law and make every attempt to

observe it assiduously. If after we have fulfilled our religious duties, God would grant us and our
offspring the privilege of witnessing the advent of the Messiah, it would be exceedingly gratifying.
Otherwise we have lost nothing but gained the satisfaction of complying with our religious
responsibility. But should one persist in remaining in such a place until the appearance of the Messiah
although it has become increasingly evident that with the passage of years the Torah will cease to exist
and the religious community will disappear and observance of the Law will. become untenable. Such an
act, in my judgment, must be regarded as the height of impudence and self-destruction as well as
deliberate repudiation of the Law. To be sure only God knows the true intention of this individual.

V. But We Are Still Waiting

== Maharal Nesivos Olam Nesiv Yiras Hashem -2

H12 237 9MD3I POWD 1 Vn DHIPE , 1IN
anby, 93> 5o T H10 5735 1373 pow
1o 57209 12 DM [Hp NHY , DXL PO W
H12 p7 o3 b IS OTIHMN TN LD
oDSH WO wWhHN |, IMDD “)D Wt 2 D23
5% 030 n O £ DY Lh , tpwd
oo 5730 56 MBI D1 737 N Spod
TEn> D0 b 2" 117 pPiop Pwh |, ool
906 JE02 9% 06 16 Spp3 H1 96 57350 b
H3pp dpIn 9 0 INP P23 H12 Ach IMPY
,SuD3 PINRE3 HID DD 75M 190 Dz Sudd
1I13) Sp03 BIHD 1H 1PY5 DpL dPILD P
197 POPD 1ON_DEND DA 7Y D% HdL an
vg@ﬁngMma ob
, 2903 H51 P23 6T YIND L2 HID 190 DI
737 7PN 737 P39 PNOP3 PopdD HE on |21

e i & wha war mlaed mlaw -

Sifsei Chaim 3:351
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